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PREFACE 

IN THE NAME 0F ALLAH, THE MOST 

EENEYOLENT, THE MOST MERCIPUL 

Should it bc piiJisibic for [hc Holy Propliet (Pcacc 
be upon whum) to bc sent dowrt irtlo (trc world oncc 
aguin by God what woidd his rcaciion bc. on .sccing 
(hc conduct and behtLvinur [ind thc. generai design of 
life t>f the cOTiiniunuy thiii passci; loday by thc nainc 
uf Musliin'? And whai advicc aml comniand wnuld hc 
givc lo such nf his tbllnwcrs w^ho siill possess inhcir 
hearts sonic soltcitude tur the tailh and whosc souls 
ltavc nol yct fro?.cn to and got coinplctcly berefl of 
devotion and allcgiancc to Islani? 

Withuutthe least hesilalion I can say thai hc will 
cstrcmcly p jined at thc .<*pcciaclc of utter moral and 
splritual degcncration thc bulk nf Muslims prescni 
thesc days> as inuch as he was by thc bruial trcatmem 
mctcd nut .tn hint by thc penple of Taif ur by ihe 
savage assauiis mEulc by thc callous Pnlythcist.'» at 
Oliudt Antl hls to carncst contcrTi' for dic 

Paith will be tn dcdccatc thcinsclves whole-heariedly 
to itie tusk t)1 iniprovEng and rcforming (hc bntctuable 
religitHis statc uf tds Uinmat and of brcathlng intn it 
again thc sptril tif Faith and Islamic way of ]ife. 

So.. if yoLi find youTscEf tn agrccmcm widunc 
and your heart concurs wdtJi wbai I havc said abovc 
yoLJ muct rc.snlye^ hcrc atid hnw% and in alt .sinccrity, 
to make ihis endcavoLir a parl nf ynur life^ Fur my 
part, 1 am absolLttcly cunfldent that it is thc choiccsl 
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way lo tjarn the pleai'urc of God and the blessings tjf 
thc Prophct j.n;itl to make his sou] Jtiippv. 

By tJto grace of God, effons for thc mora! and 
rdigEous icvival of Muslinis arc bdng madc on a 
fair]y largc scaEc in India amJ Pakistan anj in scveral 
othcr countrics also in thc form of u ino^ement called 
Tabljgli. Whcrever you may be livmp you can lakc 
paai in thesc dfurt.s, dccording to your rneans and 
circujn,stances, along with uthcr’ camesi snns of E.slam 
of your pkcc and also do whai yoLi can individua||y 
in respcct of it. 

Tins sntall book whicb is now in your hanJs is 
a part o*' rliis cndoavour. Jt hay bcen writtcn spcciiilly 
lo mcct tiic necds of Mualim mcn an.d womcn who 
do noi know mut.h ahout Islam or wdio eannot avai] 
themsdves of morc advanced hooks nn ii. Tlicy can 
i'cad it thcm.sc|vcs or have it reacj out to rhem by 
others and aJatj comnmnicatc tt.s cmuent.s to [hcfr 
breihicn by rcading ihc botjk publicly in mosqucs and 
at oihe.r Musiim congregations, und, thus, do tlic.ir bii 
towLirLls iheir own rcJigious corrcciiou and rcr’orin as 
wcJI as that iif oihcr.s, 

TlKjugh tJic book con.sists onl}' ol' iibcmt twm 
hundrcd piigcs ihc suni and substance nf thc Faith has 
becn covcrcd Pully in it. WithJn its twcnty Jcssons llII 
iJtosc tcachings ot' ihc Qiiran and the TraditEons havc 
bGcn compressed by Jinowing which and by acting on 
w'hidi ii comrnun man can not unly become a good 
Musliin buT u perfccT man of fatth and j Tricnd' of 
Utc Lord also, Besldcs, it can be frc.cly prcseniCLE to 
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non-Mui^limis whu imy bt? jntere&iied in knnwiiig aboul 
islam iintl m prciccpts. 

The hiiTiible- ALithor could only produce Ihe book 
w^hich lie has donc. Now, to niakc it serve tlTe purpnse, 
in li worthwhile nianncr, for which it hiis becn writtcn 
ilepends solcly on your choice anJ coopcraiion. HaJ 
his financial rcsnurccs pcrmiitet!, ihc Aurhnr wosild 
|iavc got it printeJ In millions and scnt ti copy of it, 
free of cost, tn evcry cdLicatcJ Miislitn in InLila. The 
conditions now prcvEiiling in India particulLirly cry 
out h)r it. Biiu frain thc beginning, it hus bccn thc 
Will of God Ihat thosc w^ho chcrish such aspiratinns 
seldom have the nleans to rcalisc tlioni-and, withoul 
a doubt, ihcre llcs great wisdom c>f the Lord in it also. 

Bc Li asinay. it Ls beyond [iic poweroiThc prc.scnt 
writcr tn tuitil 'his Llcsirc, But. if Muslims in whnsc 
handii the book may reach dccidc. in thcir eagcnicss 
10 propiiiate God and givc happincss lo thc soliI of 
thc Prophct and to carn for tlicinscK^cs a bountiful 
rewnirrd in thc Mercafier, lo makc il uvailablc, ur its 
conLcnEs, tn as inany af thcir brethrcn as posKiblc, ihc 
rer’ aim of its wTiilng and publication canbc fuh'illicd 
a good dcai, 

A& it has bccn indit^atcd alrcady, in ttic ncw 
contexi of things in India thc rcligintis fuiure af Mus- 
1E tns rcst s a p p a rent I y o n l hc s 0 ic ct) nd ition 111 M c v e ry 
follow'cr nf the Prophci here wdio is Eilivc tn thc 
inipnrtancc tjf tiic Paith and knows. wltat h iiicans 
inakc.s it a pcrsonal duty lo striYC far thc Isiandc 
rcgencratian of the ‘^cneryl boily ot Mu.sMius and a 
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missions ut his lite to carry the mcssngc of Faith and 
thc leachings of Islam to eadi and cvcry menihcr of 
hjs ctjrrirnunEty. 

Mohammad ManKonr Nomani 


Lucknow. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Brt)thcrs,-Y{iu all wi!t, pcrhaps, bc jiWtirc that 
Isbni is not ihe nanic of a castc or conimunity so that 
anytmc who is horn in ii aiitomatically becoincs a 
Musnm without having to dt> anything^ on his owm 
pari, abom it jnst as a chikl bom in a Sheikh or a 
Sycd tamily hccoines a Sheikli or a Sycd. as a matter 
of coursc, anj thcrc is nothing it can do in this rcgard. 

[slam. on ih« other iianJ, is the natne of that 
faith and that way f>f ltfc which was brought into ihc 
world trom God by llis truc and dcvotcd Apostlc. 
Propltcl Mohamntad (Peacc bc upnn hitn). and is 
prc,scrvcd Tti (his day tti its pristtne purity in thc Quran 
and thc holy TraJitkms, Thus, iie alonc ean bc t^llcd 
a MuBlim w'h(> accepts that faith and practiccs Ihat 
way ol' Eifc. Thosc w'ho arc igtioratit of the teachings 
of Islam, or du not Etci upon iheni, arc noi gemijnc 
Muslims by uny riicans. We, Ehcrcft>rc, concUtdc, thai 
two ihings arc ncccssary for anyonc to bc a trtic 
Muslim \ 

Pirstly. to ac(|uire a propcr knowlcdgc c)f thc 
tcEKhings of Islbtm, or, ai lcJisU tjf ils bEisic anc! fnn- 
dEimcntEjl iloctrincst 

And, secondly, to bc]icve in thcse lcEiciiings as 
tritc and to re.soWc sinccrcly to Uve aooording to thcni. 

Tiiis^ sn sLiJU. is whul Islam is. To acLjutrc ej 
knowlcdgc of ihc tcnets ot' islam, i.c,, of its csscntial 
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lCEichings is the tirst rct|U]ske ot’ bcmg y Muslmi. A 
Tradiiion of the Prophet reads ; 

'To ac^uEre knowlcdgc of the laith h ihe duiy 

nt a][ Musliinsd' 

Jl is necessary w bcar pcrmancnTty m thc mind 
titnJt lo curry out wJiat is dcscribcJ tn rciigion as a 
Juty is an act of wnrship in [slam, T 0 exer[ oncsclt' 
t'f>r tiic sake t>f obtaining an aUcpuatc knowicdgc of 
the laith, licnce. is also an aci oi worsJiip nn whlch 
tticrc is u jDouniHliil re wartl fro[ii GoiJ.'riic hoJy Prophct 
haspraclaimedgreuT inerit in ii.Take thcsc Traditrons, 
for instancc ; 

'^Hc wiu) goes tnrih in scarch of religions 
knowiedgp cngagcs himseit in the Citusc of God untll 
hc rcturns." 

"For hini wiio gncs oui iry searrh ot' rcligjuus 
knowletlge Cnc.1 shak makc casy thc w-yy to |-lcavcn." 

" I hirsi lor rcrtginus knowledgc and tlic p irsuii 
ot i[ atoncs tor rsrc^s pre^inus sins 

In s]inr[. tlic c:uhivaTion t3f rcllgious knnwdedite, 
i.e., [Jic knowtctlge of thc es.sctuia! icachings of IsJam 
is binJing rm □!] Muslims-, rich and poor. edocatcd 
and uncLELicatcLL male ainl tcmalc, oIlI and young, 
Prom tlic I raditUjns ol tbe Proplict tjuntcd abovc wc 
alsn lCdjrn tJrat a ricli rcward ywyits us in thc Hcrcaker 
fnr itic fttne spcih yiKt thc paitis lyken Ibr thc sakc oT 
tt. Lct Li.s ail, now, mjikc tip our mliHls that wc we]I 
sTrtve carncstly to CL|uip OLtrsc!vcs with ailcLiLuuc 
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knowbdge of Itrc faitli and a propcr Ljnderiitandmg of 
the basic doctritics nf 

For jMiiiilims who» on accouni ot' ihcir age or 
prc-occupation, cannot join a Musliiii thcological iri" 
stJtuiion Lind takc a rcgiihr course of' Islamic rcligious 
instruction, the besii ihing will be ihat» if thcy arc cdu- 
caicd, thcy should dc^eiop thc habil of rcadlng rchablc 
books ou Islam rcgulariy^ and, if thcy are not or only 
nominally so, thcy shoLild havc sudi books read out 
to Lhem by uthcrs who oan rcail and under.stanrl- If 
thc custom of rcadi: g rciigiou.s books. indmdually or 
in groups, can bccomc common in Musilnl lionics. 
mosque3 and at thcir othcr gatbcririg^s thc spread nf 
rciigloLis knowlcdge to ali classcs and scctions of Ihc 
comniunhy will bc. greatly tadlitatcd Imiccd, 

This small book has bccn writicn soiciy to fu]fil 
this pLirposa- All the ncccssary inforniation regartiing 
Islam and thc leachings oJ' dic sacrcd F'rophct which 
a Muslim ought to posses.s has bccn rurnished in k 
in a siinpie ianguage. Let lis a11 lcarn ihcsc truThs atul 
preccpts OLirHclvc 3 nnd Jinpari rliein in othcr?; art well 
an.d ruakc it a mlssion of' our livc.s to popuJarisc them 
in thc worid. A Tradition of the Prophct says ; 

"]f ci pcrson engagcs litmscll' in ihc pursuit of 
Isianiic rcligiou.s knowtcdgc with thc objcct of rL;viv- 
ing [he faith through it ti.e., by instrLKting it lo othcrs 
and bringing thein round lo act on it) aiui he Liics in 
the proccsSr hi.s placc will bc .so vcry do.sc to ihc 
Propheis in ihc Hcreafter Ihai Ihcrc wIlE bc only a 
diffcrcncc of onc dcgrcc bctwecn tbem and hiin.''' 
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Miiy Ailah griim uh thc grcat good foriune of 
learning the prcccpts of Islain aursclves and leaching 
thcm to nthers^ and i>f aeting on ihcnii and endeavoiir- 
ing sinccrcly to persuadc oihcrs u> do ilie samc. 
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Lesson I 


The Holy Kalima 

THEPE tS NO GOD (NO ONE IS WORTHY OF 
WORSHtP AND OBEDIENCE) SAVE ONE 
GOD, AND MOHAMMAD IS HIS APOSTLĔ 

Brothcrji.-This etmtcssion is thc giitcwiiy to 
libm, yhii jrch- stonc of the fa!th. By atTirinmg it anit 
reciiing it with sinGerity and convicfion cvcn a life- 
lon^ hcalheci or a polytheist can. become u Miislinit a 
man Gf Talth, anJ earn hh litb to saNacEnn. Thc 
romlitkiin. h<iwevci'. is that he shoiildl have acccpted 
con.scEcniiously ymi with full tmdcr.sitanding thc dec- 
tcrLition of thc Oncncss of God Lind Lhe Apostletihip 
of Prophet Mohammad Gontained in it. TbuSt any one 
who repcais the confessinn mechuniC(i]ly, wEthout 
undcrstanding ii and witlioui know tng what the con- 
ccpts of DivEne Unity and Aposileship ancJ Prophccy 
mcLint will nnt gain recogniiion in thc sijthi uf God 
as a Muslim. It is, thercTorc, neccssary to siutly its 
meaning aud implications care^ully. 

Tbc courc.^hSinn consists of two parts. The tlrst 
pa r l t IJ \ ^ 1co nt a i n s t he a ft'i r n lat ion o f t hc O nc - 

ncss of God. It nteans that no onc ciitccpE the Aimlghty 
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is worihy of worshlp iind obedicncc. Worship antl 
obediencc shonkl bc offerc.cl to Hini alonc becausc 
llc iiintl no oiic else isour LorU and Crcator, iNloLirishcr 
and Suslyincr and thc Dispcnscr of Lifc and Death. 
Siokncss and hcalth, povcrty and nchcs. in siiort, all 
niyniier of gooil antl cvil, gdin or Joss, lics solely in 
His control. Apari troni Hiin, whytcver !iving thinjis 
exist tm thc earth^ or in thc heavcns, bc thcy mcn or 
angcTs, yre all His c.Tcatures and slaves, He is partncrcLl 
hy no nnc> nt) one lias a share in His Diyinity nor can 
any one aniend or altcr Hi.s WilL or intcrfcrc with His 
aifairs. Hcncc» Hc and Hc alotic is wortJiy of dcvoiit)n 
aiut worship. Hc aiooc is the Stiprcme Bcin^, ihc 
Almij^hty, to whom a]l our praycrs aiitl supplicaiions 
siionkl be adtlresscd. He alone is thc rcal OwTcr of 
tlic fieavcns and the carrh, thc Monarch of al1 
monarchs, thc Lord Sovereijfn. Et Is, thcrefort\ ncccs- 
-sary rhatall His conimaniJs and irLjLinctions are strictly 
(ibeyed ynd fal[Jil'uIly carricd out. As against His 
cooHnaiids tJie cojnnDanils oi" no onc sJinuld bc hcctletl 
lu no tnaiter wbethcr tJiey arc of our parems or rulcrs 
or ot thc head of thc coniniuniLy nr a dear friend. or 
ihc bidJIni^s of our own heart, In a nutshelL when 
oncc wc havc rcali?e.d amd confcssed the imtli that 
God alonc, and no one bcsidcs flim, is worthy of 
W'orship and obcdience lht conduct .shoiiid also be in 
cnnlorrniry whth it, so inucJt so dtat any one who sees 
Lts slumJd know by our bchavtoiir tJiat we arc [he 
devotcd scrvants of ilu- Lord wJio carry out His com- 
luands LtLitifully and IEvc and die for His sukc alonc. 
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Broihcrst-this kcystonc of 

[s]m\ cind the firsT and foreinosE ilem in ihc teachings 
of iill ihe Pmphets. li conimands Lhe htghest, tht mnsT 
importam place in thc rcligious schcmc f>f ihings. A 
faim>iis Tratiltion of the Prophcl rcads : 

"Thcrc yrc [nore than seventy departmcnts of tlie 
fatLh and ainong thcm ihc most superio]' and 
exahctj is helict in thc Katima of 

For tiiis reason, aniung ihe prayer-forniijlas ^ 
also it is thc bcst, Statcs the Prophet : 

"Of all the praycr-tbrmulas ihc besi and inosr 
eKcclicnt is ihai of 

In anodicr Tradiiion ii is rciaEcd thal once God 
gavL‘ iliis rcply tn a tjucstion pgt to Him by Propliet 
Mf>scs : 

"O Mo.scs, if tlie .scvcn 1 ieaven.s aiul the seveii 
e:inhs aml uEI that h coniained in them arc 
placed OTi one side of rhe balanuc and dJiiyidiy 
on the other, the side on whieh al>lylajlii is 
plai^ctl wdll LLirn out to bc hcavjer/' 

Broihers.-lliis imiqLie virEuc and exceJ]ence of 
is due solcly to thc facr 1 11:11 it 
contaiiis thc soletnn arnnnationoh Dhine Unity.thc asser- 
lion, ihc plcdge and Ltie ileclaration thaE. wc shall wor.ship 
Hbn alojic and olTcr our hotnitge and ohcisaiKre Eo ito iinc 

1 ■riiu wuTii Zikv xvlitck cjctitrs in iJie (itiisiinil li[criLlly jnoans 

a spctiul iihrLn!i: |■t’lcarl1 Jcir rtcitsilio]! hy lUc dcynul liy 

w;t_v Df God- r^iimcmhrjncc. -Tn.inskilcir 
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apart i^rom Him, anJ shall makc FImi Ihe jsoIe pivot 
off>ur c^istcn e. Li, indocJ, is ihc li^c-brcath Df Islam, 

That is why, ihc holy Prophct has aJvi.sed Mus- 
tinis Eo refrcsh and to rciiivlgorate thetr faith by repcat- 
in^ thc Kalima frcquonEly. 

!t is Oiirrated that the l^ophet once saiJ. ^‘0 mcn ! 
kccp on rctrcshing your faLtli'\ Hpon thisthc Companions 
eotjnired, '^O Prophct ot- God [ How arc wc to do so?'' 
Tfie Prophct rcpncJ, ''By reciting thc Kaiima frcqucnt]y.'' 

T hc of i^iyinOiu 1i.o!ds ihe pnwcr to 

restorc and reviEa]!sc tlie fatth tpr thc simple reason 
tliat it emboJtcs the affirnmtion of Divine Unity and 
the covenanl to worshlp Htni abnc, to do ullegiance 
tn no besEdcs Him and tn hold HiTii dearer and ncarcr 
to the heart than anythirig or anyboJy cisc in the 
worlJ. As vve havc said earlic]', it ii ihe esscncc, thc 
sustaining principlc of Islam. So, the morc we will 
utlcr it attcn(ivc]y, concentraiing Ltuly on whai it 
stands for, ihe morc wil! our faith gain in yiiality anJ 
our covenan| in sirength, anJ our whole I]fc wilt, 
Insha Ailah, gcl tasL in thc mouUI Of , 

The Second Part 

Thc sccond pari of thc KaHmn consists of ■ 
In it thc affirmaLton !s made of 
the DivLnc Aposticsliip of Prophct Mohammad, That 
Prnphet Moliainmad is thc Apostlc i)f God means that 
hc was raised up hy the Almighty for ihe guidancc 
of [hc wur3J and whatcver hc taughi, preachcL! or 
rcvcaled like the Divinl[y of thc origin of thc Qi]ran. 
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[he cxisLcnt:c of itic Eingcls. ihc ccrtalnt^' nf the Leisi 
D ay. rlit; Resurrcctiont thc JuLlgcmeni, the award or 
heaven Eind hcll Eiccortiing lo otic's tlcetls on ihe eartlt 
was hundred pcr ccnt truc and authentic. InJecd, Ihc 
Apostlcship of ihc holy Pmphet demtes nolJting cnorc 
anj noihing less than this that ull ihc tlungs hc taught 
lo the wortd, idl tlic iruThs hc revca!cd to inankinLh 
w^ere bascd on D5vinc inspiralinii, thaithey were based 
on spccial and ;iuthnritiitive knowlcdgc vouschafcd to 
hiin by God, and so thcy w'erc absolutcly corrcct and 
beyond dispuic, Therc is nnt the leasi excusc, ihc 
stightc-st rcasunt for duubtLng nr qocsTioning hts wnrd- 
The guidancc he gavc lo mcn, thc laws hc laid down, 
wcrc Divinc gutdance and Djyinc. Eaws wduch had 
becn inspired to him by the Alrnighiy- Ynu would 
iiavc rcalised that ihc acceptancc ot’ any onc as a 
DLvine Aptisile iLutoTUatiCEilly implics thai each and 
cvcry prcccpt and cnmnrand of his shuuld bc wdiolc- 
hcaricdly bc3tevi;d 5n and L^ibcyed for God raiscLi up 
His Apo-stlcs in thc world solely lo convey through 
thcm 10 nnmkiiul Ihc conunauds and prcccpts Ile wants 
it to fo]low. Saysi ihe Quran : 



We senl tw! gti Aposs(e. (ni! !i> be oheyed in Accwrr/pncir 
y\'i!(} ifie Wtii of ilo4. r/X:64j 

To be!levc in anytmc as jm ,^postlc and lu utcepi 
hitn as stich. lluis, mciins simply tn linliJ cvery wont 
nf his as truc, to regard hts leachinGs and guidancc 
iL) be llie tcachings anJ guiLiancc ofGod. and lodccjde. 
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once for all, to lcatt onc^s lif& accorJing tu the precepts 
he laLjght. So, if a pcrson rccilcs ihc Kalma biu doei 
not, as a logical conscqucncc of it, resolve firnily lo 
hold iill ihe Eeachings of ihc Prophet lo be wholly trtte 
and etl that may run connlcr to them to be whnlly 
talsc, ant! to Eibidc by his Shariat (holy luw) anJ his 
commaiuis faithfij|ly^ hc. of course is nnt a man nf 
faith aiuj a Muslim. Hc„ probably, has not cvcn un- 
dcrstood wluii it means to he a Muslim. 

It is ohv inus that oncc we have rccited the Kalima 
and accepted the Prophet as thc truc Apostlc of God, 
it bccomcs obligatory forusto bclicve In his guidancc, 
to adhere to hls eomniands and to ubseTve faithfully 
thc Sharias he brought. 

A Covcnant 

From thc mCsining and inlerprctatlon nf ihc. holy 
Kadma givcn abovc, you will havc realised Lhat h is 
a covcnant. h cinbodies thc plcdge and the vow thal 
w'C believe in Allah as thc Onc and Only Lord 
Stwcrcign, Master and Creator, and rcgard cyerylhing 
that ejtists m itiis world and the Hcreaher to bc cx- 
ckisively in lli‘i eontml, and that, since we do so, wc 
will worshtp Him alone and carry out His command.s 
thc way a servant and a slavc carries out the commands 
of hjH mastc.r, aml lovc Him and adore Him abovc all 
clse. and, liiriher. tlui we acccpt Prophet Mohammad 
as ihc true AposiJe o\ God, and wth abide by his 
guidance as □ loyal tollow^er, and fashion our liycs 
according to thc holy law laid dowm by him. In facL, 
falLh dcnoies noihing exccpi thls ptcdgc and t;ovenant 
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aml tliis h preciKety what thc atTirmLitiort of Divinc 
IJtiity and ApostlesJiip means. 

A Muslim should^thercTnre, hold hinisclt hound 
by this covcnttni and try his leve] bcst to shapc his 
conduct in its lij^ht so that he may earii rccognition 
in the cyes of God as a genuirtc man ot’ taith and 
attain his satvation and place in thc paradisc. 


Those vvho arc hlcsscd enough to bear faith 
honestly in both thc parts of the hoiy KalirT^a and to 
givc proot' of 11 by word iis well as by dced atc Ihc 
rccipicnts of counilcss giad tidings iike the one 
rcprndijeed below : 


It is rclated by Ha/.rut Anus thal ihe Prophct untrc 
said to Hu7rut Mirad, "God has dcchired as 
forbRklen tlic firc of thc^ HeU^for him v^ho 
jifnrms tlic Kalima of 
with a tnie hean." 

BrotherSi-attirm witn u 

irne heurt und wiih a ful] knowdedgc and aw'urencss of 


Itjs im^irLcations and importancc and re.sotvc tiow and 
forever to lcad your lives according lo i( in ordcr that 
your attestution may not lum out to be false. On tliis 
vcry attesiation dcpcnds yout fuiih and your sulvation^ 
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H, 


Lesson 2 


NAMAZ 

Th[? first :ind most impnnani duiy in hlam ahe^r 
one has brought faith in God and in Prophct Mohani- 
niat[ and bornc witness to Diyinc Onencss and the 
Apostleship f>f thc holy Prophst hNamai. It is a most 
spccial act of Divinc worship which a Muslim is Lahcd 
upon to porlorm five tiines a Jay. There arc numerous 
vcrses t]f ihc QLiran atiJ the TraJitions of the Prophet 
cnjojning thc Namaz on us. It has bccn Llcscribed as 
ihc pillar anj tlic foundation of the taith. 

Namtii, if it is cjttereJ witli a sincei^c heart and 
proper Jcvoiion anj nicntai concciitralion, is par- 
ticularly vestcJ with the propeny of clcansmg the 
hcart :md reforniing onc's ]ife atid ridding it nf sins 
anJ impurlitcs. It gencTates ]ovc ^or picty and truth 
anJ promotes fear ot GoJ in miin, Thus it is that Ishun 
has tasJ great&r cniphnslE; on it ihan cm elII othcjT 
religums obligations, Whcn anyone came lo the 
Prophei to emhracc Islamt the tlrst promisc the sacred 
Prophct look from liLm, aftcr instructing him in Divine 
Onencss, wuis iliai hc wlll offcr thc Nama:r. rcgularly, 
[n fine, aftcr the Kaiima, Namai is the bcdroek of 
Islam. 


Traditions 

We know from thc Tradittons shat thc Imly 
PropJict uscl! to equatc ncglcet of thc Namai with 
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intldclity. He denounccri it as thc way of ilie un- 
belieycrs. Ho would say that thosc wtin did not offcr 
thc N£ifniiz had no sharc En [lie falth. 

A Tradition of Clie Prophetreads, *'What separatcs 
li bclicver frarn LTiifide]ily is simply thc Namaz'\ 

This Tradiiion clearly wams tliat if a Muslini 
wdll give up the hc will get as-sociatcd with 

infideliiy; his tonduct wlE] become the condiicL of ati 
irifide]. In anoiher Tradition thc Prophet has saiiJ, 'Tlc 
has no share in Isiam whu does not offer thc Natnai." 

And-hcrc is anothcr Tradition fToin wiiich we 
C(in miagine whut a greal aci of yirtuc and fc]ictty is 
ii to offcr thc Namuz- regularly ariEi how utterly fatci] 
andl ruinous is it lo ncglca it. Oncc whllc urging upon 
thc Musijnis to be- most partkular about ihc Namai 
the sacreil Prophcl h reported to havc obscrved : 

‘’\Vhcievcr wil! offcr the Namaz propcrly atid 
regularly it wili hc for hiin on'thc Lasi Day 
a sourcc nf Itght, tt proof of his faUh and a 
uicans to salvai]on. fOn tlic other hand.) 
whrjCYer wdlt not offcr U carcfu1ly and 
reguiarly it will bc for hini nekhcr a sourcc 
of light, nor a proo'f of faith, nor a mcans 1:0 
salvationi and ihc cnd of such a person whil 
bc wltli Karun ., Pirhiun Ilaman ^ and 
Ubal-hin-Kha]af 

Eirothcr.s^-]et iis now imaghie what our end is 
Ltoing lu bc il’ w'c ('LLiled to cu]tivatc the iiabit of 
offering rlie s^Usmai Ciirrcctly and regularly. 
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THE IGNOMINY AND DiSGRACE OF THE 
DEEAULTERS ON THE LAST DAY 

Thc ignoniiny and dkgrarc (hc dcfaLikcrs of NannL* 
will liave tu SLiffer at ihc very ouisci on thc Pay of JtLdgcineriit 
!‘ias becn spoken of m thcsc wcjrds in (hc Quran 




Th^ tiay iltn: r/je jhin shaf! he Imd hare, tind ihr^y iiiaii 
he mmmimed to bow in adoraiian, hnl they siiai! not i?e atde, 
iHeireyes wiHbe casidowa,-{gn£»mny wili coverihem,seĕtti^ 
ihai Iliey rttid been ssimnujTied tijaredme to ?7j adorauoti 
wiiile shey i-v(?re whoie ^aiid had refnsedh Xf : 42) 

The verse tclb that on thc Las( Day whcn thc 
hour of Judgctncnt wilJ airiYe (when all mystcry will 
vanish and rcality wiil bo fully nunifcstj amt cvery 
mati and wonmn tom inio tlic workj from ihc firs( 
day tu Lhe last wiil bc rabed up againi and gathcred 
togethcri God ill rcvca1 Ilimsclt'to thcm m fu]l glory 
aiid spkndour, Evcryonc wMI then be callcd upon to 
bow^ in adoration bctorc Allaii;. The fortunatc and (lic. 
faU3iful among them whu had bccn rcgular in thcir 
in ihc world aml wcre, duis» accustojncd io 

]. Sainc as Kyrtih.-Trnnsititor 

2. PhanS.Dh.'Tnins]nLor 

3. Njunc of l^lniraoh^s Wu^^.tir.-TTi^nsliULiT 

4. One uj' tlkc bittcrKt cntniics of ihc hoij.' t^rDjrhi:.! in 
Mccca.' Transtalor 
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knccling down b<;fofC God will^ at nnce, bow down 
in adoratjorit but ihose who in spite of belng hcalthy 
antl strong hatl not ob.scrvcd ihe Niimaz in their 
Jiretlnic will tind ihat thcir back!! had snddcniy grown 
sliff likc a board and tJicy witl reniain siandSng with 
thc Intldcls^ ijnabb lo bcntl down and carry out the 
prostratiun. Tltoy will hc €ovcrcJ wEth ignominy, Lhcir 
eyes will be downcastt thcy wi]] not bc ablc eycn to 
look up* Bctorc thc diastisemem af hcli, tlicy will have 
to bear tliis chasiiscment of humhiation and disgiace. 
May Allah, by HEs Grace, savc us atl trom iE ! 

In truth, a habitual dotaulicr nf thc Namaz h ei 
sort of a rcbcl against God and deserycii all ihc 
humiliation and punishmcnt thai may bc mcicd oiit to 
him. According to some lcgists of IsiuETu a Muslim 
who rcjccts thc Namaz is Itablc to bc punished wiih 
deEUh likc an apostatc. 

Brothcrs-Wc must rcalisc ii thorougJdy and well 
(hat withoutthc A^^jmu^thcclatm lo Islam Is ahogether 
Tnciiningtcss. Nama^. akme is the Isilamic act thai joins 
us wuh Gotl and makcs us dcscrvlng of Hls grace. 

Blessings of Namaz 

Whcn a person stands bcfore the Almighly with 
his simis Tolded, nve limcs a day, and celebrtUcs His 
pralscs and kncels down bcforc Him and touches ihc 
grouniJ witli his forchcad and makcs earncst supphca- 
lions to Hirn, bc bccomcs worthy of His love and 
bencficcncc, hls slns arc fc)rg[ven wiih cvcry Namai 
he offerS( his hcari attalns cnrLghlcnmcnt and hls ]ifc 
bccomcs purc. Tlte Prophcl oncc gavc an exce]lent 
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c^ymple tt> EllusiritEc thls imth. He jisketJ hjs Coni- 
panions, 'Tell mc, if a strcam tlows at thc door of 
anyonc of you anJ hc takes a Jjp in it rivc times a 
Jay wlll there bc kft any grime on his tnjdy T'. The 
CompanEons rcplicJ, "No, Sir. No grijne will bc lcft 
on his body". The Prophct said, 'Ut is csactly ihc samc 
with the Hvc Jaily praycrs. God rcmuYcs ail jnipiiritics 
and sins becausc of thcir auspiciousness'.'" 

Superiot tty of Cougregation 

It appcars from ihe Prophct^s Traditiuns that 
Namaz shoiild bc otTcrcJ in oongrcgation if onc wants 
to derivc fulf benetlt from it. Thc Prophct was so vcry 
panicular aboui it that oncc wliilc condcmnin^ ilic 
conduct ot thosc who avotded coming to thc mostjtie 
to say their praycrs m cangregatiun duc to lazincss 
or indjftcrcnc;c hc observcd with angcr that lic fclt 
likc burning down ihcir homes. 

Tltis onc Tradition is cnough lo show liow rcpug^ 
nant it is lo God and the Prophct thai anyone should 
not offer his praycrs in congrcgation. Another Tradi- 
ESOn says> 

"Thc rcwyrd nn saying thc Natnai in congrega- 
tion is twenty timcs a.s mudi as on .saying ii aloiic," 

Apart ffojn thc rcward in ihe Hercaftcr, thcre are 
many otlicr advantagcs In offering up thc Namay. in 
congregalion. For [nstanoc, one aciL|iiires ihc Etabit of 
punctuality by □(tcnding thc niosquc reguiarly lo say 
hjs praycrs in congrcgation, it enables Muslim 
hrethren c)f iho locality to asscmblc ai onc place five 
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timcs every tldy and cun hc turned lo great bcnctl^ 
thc prtictice of saying thc Namai regubrly in thc 
mof!quc congregaiionahy makcs a man thoroughly 
rcgLElar in his praycrs for it has becn scen ihat thosc 
wht> offer iheir pruycrs ittdiyitJiially alitomc arc otten 
inclincd lo bc ncgleciftil. Yet anothcr notable tith 
vantagc in sEiying thc praycrs in congregaiion h that 
thc Namaz of each participant bcconies a pari t'f thc 
of thc whoSc congregEiiion in wliich, along 
wiih othcrs, thcrc iirc eiIso gcnerLilly prcscm somc 
vcncrEible aiid yirtuOLts scrvants of God whosc Namaz 
Ls oT a vcry hlgh ordcr* Their Namaz ftntljs acccpiEince 
with Allah and the cxpeaaiion from His Bencvolcnt 
Grace is that whcn Hc wdll grani Eicccpiancc lo thc 
prayers ot' somc tncmbcrs of the umgrcgatton He wilS. 
ak?ng with thcni. acccpi thc praycrs of the rcst of ihe 
congrcgaiion loo. 

Now^ irriitiginic whtiE rich rcwards ahd biessings 
do wc deprive ot.irsclvcs nf when we do no1 go to the 
mosquc to offcr our prayers in congrcgatinn vdthoui 
a valicl cx.cuse. 

ciiid Huiiiility 

Tiic t.dTcring up of the Niimaz wttli nrcekness 
jiid humiiity incans thEU. bclicving God to be Omni 
prcscm aiui A!l-Sceing. ihc Ntimai shoLiid bc oiTcrcd 
In .such Ei w^ay that tiic heari is fillcd w-tii His kwc 

I n sliould bc nolci,l thLii iln: supertority ol' oTrcrini; nr thc 
NitrnJi/: III L-onjircjiutiorr la on.|y Un ini:]]. rhc Trriditions 
stiy clciirty ihm woincn grtntcT rcwLtrii on siiying 
ihcir priiycr-i iU htiitit Lhuii in thc mnspiji:, 
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anj .ctnckcn wkh awc by thc ihouglit of His Grcytness 
^inJ Mairnificcncc as if a criminal was stondmg m 
krortt nf a grcai juctge or a mjghty ruler. A^tevotce 
stands up hir hc shnuld visLialiscfthat he is 

stonJing in the prcsence of tlie Atmighiy-ihat he is 
standmg ntjt nf revcrcncc to Hirm Whcn he bows his 
heud iri Ruku or kneels down lo pcrfnrm titc SajJjt ^ 
hc shoulJ Imaginc thai ii was all heing carricJ oui in 
troni ul Ailah anJ in cjcpression of his nwn utter 
worthle.ssness and himiility. Belter slill. whateyer is 
^cited Juring whcthcr while .stanJing nr in 

KLiku or SajJa^ shookt bc Janc with a prnpcr LmJcT’ 
standing ot' its meanmg. Tf^e rcat joy aud bcauty of' 
^ismaz is expcrienced only whcn it ts otTcred with an 
mtelligcnt appredation nf its conEcnts. It is not, at 
all, d[fficult (0 lcarn thc mcariing of thc Suras^ thai 
isre generalty rccitcd in 

TJie devoth>n of [he he.ari anJ ihe scntinicnis of' 
awc and humility, indcej. arc thc very soul of ihc 
The oltimatc success and uleliveranco of 
bc]ievcrs who offcr up such a kinJ nf Namai is 
assured. DeclaTes thc Qi.iran j- 




The must fevi?fitticifly} Shroueh-fhou> 

humbSe ihfm^€fves in fheir prttyers. tXXfn-i\ 

I howinjji Jrjw.-Tran.slator 
2. ['rostriliDn.-Translator 
2. ChiiptL^r:; ot tJii: [.fur;jn >TctioslaE(>r 
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Suys Thc Prophctt "God has madc thc daily 
prayers nbllgatory, Whocvcr did ihc Wai^u propcrly 
and offcrcd theni up at thc rlght tinte- ancl carTJCcl oiU 
thc Ruku and SEtjda as tJtey ought to bc, humbly antl 
revcrcntiall>'. for him thc promise ol: God is rhat Ik; 
will be pardoned- and whocvcr did not do so (l.e., dkt 
not say his praycrs in ihis nianrier), for hlm thcrc Is 
no such proinisc. God will pardon or punish hini as 
Hc will plcase/' 

McUiod 

When dic timc for praye.rs uonie s we shotitd per- 
t'orm thc oarctulty, bclievmg thai tliis washing 

and clcansing wys ncecssary bcfore we. presentcd uur- 
selvcs beforc the Lord and wnrshippcd ilini. Tltc Al- 
mighty, in liis bencvolcnce, bas invcstcd tl^c \^uza with 
grcat auspictousncss. The sins antl iransgresslons of 
the purts of tltc body that yrc washcd duiing il arc 
forgivcn bccause of it, Thc unholy cT^ccis ol sins aren 
so to spcak. washcd away by tt^c wEitcr uscd in ihc 
Wa7jt. After (bc wc siand up for the NatJUiz-, 

dic pTcdontinanl tltoughi in our minds should bc tlml 
w^e, tlic .sinning and defaulting slavcs wcrc going. tu 
stand bcfore a Lord and Mastcr hrorn whom notliing 
was cOTrccalcd, wtto knew ali about u.^^ iJtc hiddcn liS 
wcll as Ihc manitest. and bctore wltotn woukl hcivc 
to appcar on thc Day df Judgcmcni. We shtjuld ihcn 
funnulatc procisely ihc inteniion to olfer the pariicular 
praycr anLl raising thc hantls upto our ears pronounce 


4. c\l>luii 4 >il [)erfonn<iLi hc.f(>rc snyiri^ pniyuri. 


1ran.^tjUc)r 
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no( Uiily wiili Ihe tonguc but with ourhcarts. loo thc 

rorrruila. 


^Transcripiio}] 

Anah-a-Akltar} 




God is Creai 


Aftei' it, with (imis fokleJ across ihe chc! 5 t aiui 
a hiil iiwareness of thc fiici of otir prescncc bcforc 
tnc Alni]yhty we should rccitc ; 

{Transcrtpnati: .^ap haana f r 
tcai-iaahutatnan ... 
iahara tsasnt-nka wa iaa iiaaita 

° 9“.^; giorihcation and Thv praise; 

hles_sc( is Thy namc. grcai is Thy glory, and titcre is 

no God cjtccpi Thce. 

f Tra nscrip iian: aooiu /i iUait 'i u, 

' i - mm-ash - shamtmr rajeem : 
hismii imihir rahmaa itir rahetan (. 

^ i seek retu^c in God rmm tht? wocked Dcvit and 
begin wiili thc iiarne of Gotl, the Most B™evolcnt, 
the Al[-Mercirul. 


{Transcripstai} : AShanidtt 
iil^ia€fhi rah-hii \AaSatttĔen, ar 
rahmaa nir ritheem, ntaadkt 
yatitnid deen, ryvaaka tia‘hudii uy/ 
iyyctaka nas- ta^eeti. ihdtnas 
straaiai mtisiat^^eem, straatai 
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iiiilhienannatiUii 'iiiaihim, j^hairti 
ma;^hdoohi'€itaifiim. wa iad dnal 
ieen. Aameen). 



PrEiiisc bc to Godt Loai ot' itic WorliJs thc Com- 
passioiiate, ilic Mercjtul^ C^wncr of ihc Day of Judge.- 
ment. Thce aloiic do wc worship, aniJ to Thcc atonc 
clo we beg tbr hclp. Show us ihe straight path ■ thc 
path of those whom Thou hasi rayourcd; not (the- path) 
of rhosc who carn Thine angcr nor of thosc who go 
astray. Ainen ! 

Thcn sOTite oihcr Sitra of thc Quran, or a purt 
lhcreof, shoukl bc rccitcd^ Hcrc wc give four bricf 
Suras along whlh thcir translations. 

(Transcripriant Wa{‘asrjii-uai j 

insaaiiu ia^ee kiiimr, i!-iai i' 

{adheena aamanu iya aamiius 



saait-haaii trtr fa^vaasaii, {jH haijqi 
yya (awaasmi his sabr). 


By the Tinie E Lo, niati ia in a siaic of' grcat loss, 
savc ihose who bc]ievc and Jo good dccds,. and c>;hort 
ortc anothcr to truth. and exhort onc nnothcr to paticnE 
prcservanoe. 

(Tranjtrripiio ti : Qai ii u i^w^ {aaisu t \ I ■:* J 

ahad, ai-kiaiius-'Samaih iam yaliL, y . ^ r . 


iiYj iam yaaiad, ^va-!am yakui iahaa 
kufu an aiiadi. 
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Say : "It is God, the Unique ! God, the otemally 
bcsought nt aJE I He begctteth noi nor was bcgotten, 
And tltcrc ts none coniparable tinto Htm ]" 


Traiiscripsion: Qiii 'aiio^ss be 
rabbii fii!uq, sniii shar re ma 
khii!uq, misi shor re ghasiipn 
iio wa/f(ib, wo min shar rin 
ii{i/f£is(js-i-Jsi *oqa£i, H-tr mor shar 
re iwasifiii\ ha hiisud}. 




JCl 


i HT II 


0 iA.,—j f Lj* 

J It J- 


Say : '’l scck rctugc En ihc Lord of tlic Dawn' 
rroTTt ihc mischiet of crcatcd ihings; troiri the misc!def 
ot Darkncss eis It over-sprcadsi from the mischiet’ of 
those who practiHe sccrct arts; and froin Ehc ntischicT 
of the cnvioiJs’ ocic as hc practtses envy."' 


Trtinsvri}}tiofi: Qui Umootu 
tobbii mas. maUkin staas. Uuuhin 
noiis, min shar rii ty£iie'i 
kiwnnaas. u! !azi yo wjjo /; 
sstdoorin naos. min ai 
pnnaui-v/nn naas. 


15 L/i iJ tlj I 

ĔT^J ^ ■'jJ: 


Say : "] scek rcfugc ]n thc Lord und Cherisher 
of mankind, ihc King (cTr Rulcr) of mankind, the God 
i'or Jtidge) ()f Tnanktnd. fromThc m.tschief of thc sneak- 
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ing whisperer, wh(> wkhdraws (ahter his wh.ispcr)H the 
samej who whispcrs into thc hearts of niankiricit- 
among jittns an<I among men/' 

Anyhow, after ihc Sura of Al-Hcimd-o-SharlJ 
somc othcr Sura t)f thc Qiiran, or a part of it, is to be 
rcciieh. Only ihis niuch of thc Quran is recited durinp 
cach Rak^ai of the Namu^^ W'hen the recitation Ims 
bcen conipSctctL wiih the thoughl of tlic Majcsty antl 
Glory (}f Gotl cTiibctkied in oor hcarts, wc should say 
AUah-o- Akbar anJ pcrton thc Ruku by placing our 
hiinds on our knces without beitding thcm and 
prnnonncc a numbcr of times ihe phrasc : 

{TreinscrjprioTi : SubheieiTni » 

rti iilnyeii ‘(izecm}. ^ 

Giory bc lo liiy Lorei. eite mosi T!U'vfi(ed 


Whilc rcciimg ihe abnye ^Dnniiht in the Ruku 
we shoukt also iTiicditaic on its mcaniiig, on thc Glory 
and Magniriccncc of thc Lord. Thcn tlie head bc rai.scd. 
from ihe Ruku. saying; 


{Tyonscripiiem: SoTni'ai iotiiiu 
Uman hijm idiih} 




God heu; /jf:'iyr^/ ihe scrynne hos prahed Him 

4 , » -j- 

iTrnnscription: iinb beinun 
iakai Homd J 

Our Lord ' Proise bc it) Thee 

Thcn, again, we slioukl say Alhdvo-Akbar froin 
thc Jepih of our hcarts and prostraie oursc3vcs bcforc 
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tlic I-orJ anJ perforTit twu SajJas simuhaneously* 
During the SajJa thc untlcr-mcntioncLi foiTnala slioukE 
bc rcpcatcJ a numbcr of titrkcs imagining inwarJly 
that Gnd was prc.scnt right thcrc. sccing anJ hcaring 
cvcryilung, anj we wcrc addrcssing thc words Jirectly 
to him. 

(Trdnscriplioti: Subntitjna 
rab-biya ^ v 

Giory he io io my Lord, ihe Mosi Migh 

While reciting thcsc words in thc Sajda, also^ 
wc shoulJ try sincerely lo call forth whhin tmrselYcs 
thc rcallsation of our abjcct liclplcssnc.ss anj l-miniiity 
,atiJ thc Supretiic Miglu anJ Magnitke-nce of the Lord. 
The ilecpcr ani! strongcr thc rculiaaiion, the hciter Emd 
trucr will be tEic Ndinoz hu ihis scntimcnt constitutcs 
thc vci'y, I5('e anj souE of worsJup. 

This cotnpletes onc Rak'ai. All thc rcmaining 
Rak^^ciiSt arc to be otTcrcd similarly c^ccpt ihat 
haanci kal-iaahumma} is reciied tmly in tlie first 

When wc i^It durhig a Namciz, or eu thc cnd oi' 
it, wc rccite (£!/- ttjhiyciat} whkli, iiniccdj Is Its csscncc 
anJ substance: 


(Tniiiscnpitc?n : Alihiyiia f u 
liloahn was soi(iri'aai}i ^'ai 
fwrvvfl/><7«tMK as.salGumu 'aioika 
ayyuhati nabeeyti n‘tj rahtnanii 
ioahi wi hara kaanih. as saUiamN 


^ I t * »!■ 
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'olaitiiuti itaad iaahis 

saUheen. ash-ha ai-tua litiahti 
il-iai-kiah, ^va ash-haciu an-na 
Mtihamtiitidan '‘abtiiihu wa 
rasainh}. 




Thc mnst blcsscd grcctings, thc purest (intl mo«it 
stnccrc inclinadons uiuo Got. PeEice be with thec. O 
Prophct, Ets wcil as thc tncrcy of Goti and llLs bless- 
ings, Peace bc wntts us tilso, Eind thc pious servanis af 
thc Lord. I atiest thtit therc is no Gud. if not God 
HtmsclL iuid I atlcsT ibEU Mnhammad es His scrv;int 
and Aposllc. 

If a Namaz consists of threc tu foLir Rak'(iis. 
whcn wc sii tiftcr tine sccnnJ Rak'ai only thc ahove 
iiwncatinn is rccited, and^ at ihc enii of the hist Rtik*at, 
the Durood Sltari^ and a praycr arc alsn addcd tt» iu 
Thc Durnod Shari^ rtins as tdlltjws ‘ 


iTranscripiiott : AthiBhummo 
s£ii-ii ‘ijitia Aiuham-mriiiin 
'oiaa atii-i-Msihtirytmatiin kamaa 
stii-lana 'titaa ibraa-ijeetna ivd 
'akio ati- i^ihraa-heenitj irmaka 
iiapjcesdam njiijecd). 








0 Gad, hiess Mohapjmad and his pasterity {ar fai- 
ttiwers} as Ttsasi itasl biest Abraham itnd hjs postertty iar 
fflitaw'ers'i; Yeriiy. Thaji arl ihe Fraise^vorfhy, she .Majesiic, 
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(Trfinscrfpf{an ; AtitiahumTna 
baank 'aiia Miihammniiin kumaa 
haarak- tii alcia Ibrc/ahscma 
iJiaa ai{‘i'-fbraa^he^f}i fn-fiak(i 
iwmeedtim majeedh 


"■V 


0 kroik mdi^m/y Mohammad and his pasferity (or 
Toiiowers} as Thau hast magiu/ied Ahraham and his 

posiYity (orjothyyers); Veniy, Thau art the Prmsewarthy 
fhe MajesHc. 


Thnntgli thc DutYwd ShariJ' wc invokc thc 
favourK aniJ bkssings of thc Lord on thc Proplict ^nd 

h[s t-amjly anj ujKJujsc who bear a spcchl associaLion 

wiLti hinn [t h, tifter all, through (he agcncy of tiic 
Pj opher ihaMhe Divinc boon af Isl;jm anJ Aiama^ has 
reachcd lis. ^God has, thcrcfore, chargcd us with tJie 
Uuty ot praymg for hinn his himily und his dcsccndanis 
aL ihc end ol cach Ntima^ as an cjtprcssion of oiir 
gratTUide £0 him, Attcr thc Dnrood Shari/h is rei,uircd 
oJ- us 10 recLic thc undcr-mcnLioncd praycr toroursel- 
vcs iind with it thc Namar. is brought lo ati end by 
Eurning ihe head, firs( to [he rlglu and thcn to thc lcn 
and wisliing cvcryonc pctice and blessings of thc f ord! 


(Transcriptiau ; Ai-iitahnmma 
tis-nee loitinitu tw/see ^nitnati 
katheeran , u' u iaa'yagh/intdh 
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dhnnoobd it-laa {inln, f 

magh/iraiHm miti indika 
warhmanee in-nika £tnioI 
ghaffif}ruf raheitmh 

O God^ 3 hHvc done my soul y jrrcai hann and 
no onc oan rnigivc sitns lJ nnl Thcc; so grant tnc 
torgiycness^ with Thy plcasure and havc- pity nn mc, 
Tliou aa Mo-st Forgjving: Most McroituL 

By mcans nt ihis prayer we makc an npcn con- 
fcssinn ot’ our sins and misdeeds and bcseech Ood for 
llis Mcrcy atid Porpt^cncs.s, U is bcst tor us always 
to consider OL[rse]ves dctaulters and transgrcssors and 
makc aii opcn-licarted adniission E>f niir faii]ts and 
bpses evcn yticr pcrtorming an ncl nf worship of ihc 
class of and tn rcpsisc all otir hnpes in Divine 

Compassion and Mcrcy* Wc must not ailow pride or 
vanily lt> annc. ncar us hccausc nf our dcvotJ(ncss or 
wnrship-ttilness fnr. whatcver we may Jo. wc can 
ncvcr hnpc to acqu3( oursclvc3 fully of thc duty of 
wtjrshipping God atid adoring; Hlm atid nf rendcring 
to Him wltat is His lIuc. 

All ihat i.s nccessary tn know ahotiE Namaz has 
bcen described in this ies.son. Oncc again. we. as.scrt 
(hai Niimai: h lha( clisir arnong liic various modes of 
worship whlch can transtorm a man into an angct, in 
thc splicrc of liis dceds and mnrals. provIded that It 
ts uffcrcd with dne conccntration and Ehc tccling.s of 
rcvcrcnc'c and luuuiliiy, Broihcrs.-wc jusi canut-pt af- 
tnrd t(i t:tkc lighdy ihc sipniUcancCi. w-orEli and va!uc 
nt [lic Nitmai. 
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So oveipowcring was (hc f"rop]ict's aiuiety tor 
his tolTowcrs to rcmaln sieadtast in thc matter of 
Namai [ind offer it rcgularly and uiitailjngly that hc 
took pains tn CAhorr iheni nboui it even dunng the 
]a,sE inomcnts of his l]fc whcn U had bccome cx(rcniely 
diffku!E for him to spcak. 

Muslims who iKglect (hc Namai and do nothiiig 
hj establlsh it and to kccp it alive in thcir miJst should 
imaginCi tiir thc- sake of God, how iire dicy going kj 
facc ihc Pmphet on ihe Day of Rcckoning, how^rc 
they going to look towards hiim after disregardmg so 
shymelessEy his lusi wlll and tcstarncnt Jurinc thclr 
life* 

Ccjmc, ]et /s hII pray now' in thc words of Prophct 
Abrahain: 


iTranscriptioiiHah-bi} 
miiqcem -ns-sdlaai-i-w^a mm 
Ziirriyiii€e, rab-buna ia(fuhbal 
ihtuae, rabbnnaghfirtee ie 
wuaiiduiyya uw iii momtneeiw 
ymima ya^aomnt Hissah). 






Oh my Lnrd ! Makc mc nnc wbo cstahtishcs 
rL-gular Priiycr, and also ( ruisc sucli ) amoriig my 
otTsprings; Qh my Lord! .4nd acccpt Thou my Praycr. 
Oh £)ur Lord! cnvcr ( us ) wlth Thy PorgiYCJicss-nic, 
niy parents f and aiE Bclicvcrs ) on thc ihal 
Rctkoninp w||j bc cstablishcd. rXfV : ij-4J) 
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Lesson 3 


ZAKAT 

Aitiong tlic tLinduniental tcnets of Islam Zakai 
uccupLCS a placc ncxt in importance only to bc!ief ancl 
Nama/, unc wouIlE mciy, it is- tbe third pillar of 
Islam, 

ZakiU mOLtns thai a Mustiin who is in posscssinn 
of a ccrtiun iLtnnLiut of wealllu or niurc, is rcqij3rcd 
bv his rcligion to sponU oite- tcjrticth of it al the cnti 
of cvery twclvc monihs on (hic poor, ihc ncedy Lmd 
thc wayfarcr, and on such nther items (>f charity and 
gooLl-doinjj as are presuriboU For it by God ancl Thc 
Prophct, 

IMPORTANCI^ 

At scvcra] placcs iit the QLiran Zaka( has hecn 
cnjolncd on Muslims side b> sidc with Whilc 

rcaUing tlic QLiL'an you woukl huYo comc across a 
numbcrof times thc cnmmandt "Bc stciidfast inpraycr; 
practLsc regulnr Charity," On scvcral ucoasions h has 
bccn spokcEi of by tiic Quran as a charactcristic Feiilurc 
of Muslims (hat, 'Thcy cstablish praycr and practise 
rcgular Charity." Thcsc two vcrsc.s go to show cm- 
phaticiilly thai Thosc who Uo not offeT and fai1 


kiiSsJS fiovcTmn.j; /alttkC caa hc f(]ujid ia book-s nn EshircdL 
Ji]nsprcLcli!ri.(.(; oe lcarm dirtclly from (hc; Uliirtin. 
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to pay Lhc Zakti! are.^ in faa, not Mtj^linis for the two 
basic iittrlbuies antl dlstinguishing tbati-ires uf a 
gcnuine Mtislim arc not present in thciiu 

Anyway, ttcibitual ncglcct of Natnaz and falkire 
to practisc thc Zakai are, accorUing to tlse Quratu not 
Chc ^Lialities of a Muslim bui of an atheist or a 
poJj'Jbeist. About tiic Nama^ wc have a vcrse in Sura- 
{■Rum of [he Qar&ff wliic-h reaUs : 

Estahljsh restiiar /'rayer omi 
he uos ye amon,^ ihose who Joiri T 

gods with God : 


ixxxn 


AnU about thc eva.si<jn of Za.kiii bcing tlic ai- 
triburc ut' polytheists antj inrideis wc liave it in Sura- 
i-Fus^iiai : 


And woe lo those Jain gads 
ivith God.-those ^yho praciise aot 
regitiar Charity, atid who e\,^ert 
drny tfte nereafttf, fXU 

t 76-77) 



Drea<Iful Chastisement 

The latc that awaits thosc who do not pay thc 
Ziikai and thc pLinishtnent that is going to bc liandcd 
otir to Ihcm In the HcrcEiftcr is so drcadhil ilrai thc 
mcrc thought of it is enougli to make onc‘s hair stand 
on end. Fcjr instance, it is SEatcd Iri Sura- j-Tauha : 
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And rhere are shosa who bsiry 
goid aad siher and spend is siof 
isi she way afGod; ssnto 

thĕm a mosT grsevmis penaUy-Oti 
She Day heaj yviti be 

produced assf of ShaS f?T 

iiie Fire of ihU, ond it yviU 
be branded sheir [orehcads, sheir 
/iiitsks and (heir dacks. T^t/j is 
She (sreasisrel vhich ye bisrled for 
yaisrse{ves. Tasse ye ihe 
isreMSJiresi ye bisriedd* 

\!X 


5 




£ T>j 0 6 J 5^ ^ 


In iync his 'rradtiEons. thc Prophct hsES cx- 
phiincU in d [Ltilc morc dcl^il thc purport oflhis Sury. 
Thc Tra.dlnnn whcn iranslatciJ inio English tcleJs : 

"Mc who pnssesHcs gold or silyer (i.c.^wc^kh) 
but tlocs ntJt ruini ilic ohligiitiGTis ihiil iirc 
EHtached to thc possession of weahh {i.e-.,tJocs 
mL pay Ehc Zak(it ctc,.} phtcs oi firc will bc 
preparcd for hiin on ihe Day of Judgctnciu. 
Thcsc plbues wdll be hetucd funher in \hc 1'trc 
■ nf hell and then his foreheat] anil sidcs and 
back will bc brandcd wlih thcjn. Thc platcs 
will hc heaied up agaiEi and agaln lo brand 
hitn LtnJ thts wlJl conltnuc throLighoul thc 
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Day Judgcmcnl whLch will bc cqual lo 
fifty ihousand ycars in this wnrlcl," 

BcsLcjcs itr othct horrjblc kjn.(is of punishnient 
arc iilso meminncd in iiie Trailitbns, Mtiy Allah savc 
Lt-S all rroiii thcm! 

UNJUST AND UNGRATETUU 

Pcoplc who have bcon blcsseU by God with 
wealth aml prosperlty arCn indceiJ. a mo.st unjiist and 
unprLitefu] lot if ihey do not pay ihe Zakm and shirk 
fro[n spenUing thcir riuhcs in His way as desircd by 
Him. Thcy richiy dcscryc thc punishmcnl ihal is golng 
to bc tnctc-d oiit to ttiein on the Day of Rccompense. 

Again, what is gencraliy nol rcaiiscd is that it is 
our own ptjor antl indigcnt hrothcrs wc .scrvc whcii 
wc pay tlic Zakas or spend our inoncy on othcr acts 
rif charity, By cvading thc Zakm we, us sudi. do a 
grcat wrong to our nccdy and hdpless hrethrcn and 
play fou] wjth llieir righls. 

lo think ovcr it from Einothcr iinglCt whatcv^cr 
havc by way propcny ur wealth liEiSt aflcr all. 
bccn graiucd lo lls by God and wc arc His orcatures 
and slavest He oimmEimis fu]l comroJ and authority 
ovcr our po.ssessions a's Hc doos ovcr OLir livcs. Werc 
Hc Lo dciTiand irorn ll.s cvery bit of otir propcriy or 
our life [f.sclf our duty. evcn them would lie in placing 
e^eriytiiing bciorc Him L^uictly and witlibui dcmur^ It 
is mcroly His kindncs.s :ind hcne^oJentc tliat Hc btts 
Cdllcd on us to give away in Zakat only onc-fartieth 
ot thc wcaltii Hc ha.s bcstowci;.! on us. 
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Reward 

Another exlFa-ordinary tOYOirr of the Lord is that 
Hc has placed an cnomiotis reward on Zaka! and other 
tkcds of ctiiiriiy tliough whaiever we give away ts 
only om ot the posscssions and the wealih He has 
been plcased lo bcstaw on us. It w'OLild havc becn 
perlectly reasoniib tc amJ Justlhicd il'' ihcrc had been 
no pronnsc of a rcw ard fron) Hhn on thesc things. rf 
Hc is plcascd w iih our cnnJua uhcn we spcnd. Ironr 
ihe rcsources He has tayoured us with, in Zilkiit and 
in othcr chariiablc iictivttics. as ordatncd by Hini:. and 
has givcn ihe assuraTtcc of a rich prctrttuni on such 
dceds t3f oursT ii is sotely duc to His Inlinitc Kindhcss 
and Mercy, States the Quran 



TH'e ijaruMe iffihose ^'ho spcnd 
Hteir snbstiiitce tn ihe Wny of God 
is ilsal iif a ^rusn of cnrn : ij 
, jrcv£r;i' cms atsd ctK'!t ettr 


hathii hitndred graiiis.Gttd ^i\ cth /s ' ^ j ^ ^ 

m{inifo!d iticrease to t^hom tfe 

pkoseth : for God careih for itU 

aod He ktioweth aii shin^s. Those ^ 


spend (heir suhsiance in the 
Couse of God, oiid /oiiow tsoi np 
iheir i^ifss rcitiittders uf (hesr 
^enerosity or rnjJir^y,-J/zcTr 
re^isard is ■nr O/r (heir Lord : on 
(hem shaii he no fear lutr shaii 
(hev 



261-62} 


tl! ^ 
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!n ihc abciivc verse^ three promjscs havc bccn 
rnatb on bchaEf of God to thosc who practise Zuk£it 
nnd spcnd thcir inoncy in His Way ihnjugh other 
nicans : 

Onc, God wilE rcpay thcm hundred-^old in tliis 
worlJ for what they s-pend; 

Tw' 0 , ihcy wilt bc rewardcd houtiteously in ihc 
Hercahcrt 

ThrcCj therc will bc for thcm nciihcr fear nor 
grief on thc Day of Judgemcm. 

Thc holy CotiipHiniuns haJ thc fullcst hiith in 
thcsc prornises, Wlicn ycrscs c^iolling thc spirituai 
rncrit id' cxponding in thc path of God anJ Jcnoiing 
whai stupcnJoiis Divmc rcwarj (hcrc was on ii wcrc 
rcvcaled tn thc Prophct and (tic Companioiis canic Ui 
hnow of (hcni from him thcy wero so dccply stirrcd 
diai such of Ehcm a.s wcre poor anLl Jid not havc thc 
mcans to givc away somcthlng in cEiarity lcft thcir 
homes and wcnt ooi in scarcEi of work and cairicd 
hcavy ttjriLls on thi^ir hrsoks so ihal tlicy ccuy eam 
somc m(mcy t.o spctiLl for thc .sake of GoJ. 

Wc will reproJucc hcrc jusl onc TrEidliiLin of the 
'loEy PrapJict rcycaliijg t.hc sigtiirican.ce and thc oui- 
stanJing worih and nicrit of 

Siyies Llie Prophct : 'Titcrc atc thrcc things^ 
whocvc]' acL'p]ttes thcm acpuires the rcal joy of faith 
; Ptrstly^ to wordtip Allah and no otic besides Him: 
sccondiy, to hc]icve sinccrcly in ; 
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lastly, to pay the Zakat dicertuily oti onc‘s pos- 
sess 10111 s cvery ycLirJ' 


WorictJy : 

Apart trom the rcwarJ and recoiTipc.nse in ilic 
Hercatter, numcrous worklty advantagcs alsn accrue 
frnm practistng ihc Ztik€U rcgularty and spending in 
other Diylncly prcscribcd branchcs of' diarity. Fnr 
cx:miplc, a Musllm who dischargcs thcsc ohllgacions 
propcrly cxpcrĔcnces a ranc. Iccling of saiis^action und 
tranqui!Hiy in his hcari, thc pnor do nol feel jealous 
oT hjs wealth-on thc other hand, ihey wish hiin wdh 
pray for his welt-arc and look lowurds him wiih ]ovc 
and admiraEion-thc world holds him in high ostccm- 
evcryonc likcs tuTTi and rccls drawn tTwarOs hiin sym- 
pattTeucaily-anJ, God bc.stnws prospcriiy nn tiim amJ 
mLilttpjjcs his weahh. 

A Tradiiion oi Lhc hnly Prophcl roaJs : 

"Thc riiaridate nf God is : 'O SOn nf Adam i 
Gn orT spcnding the weahh I have j!.iven ihec 
(nn thc ponr. titc nccdy and the dcsE:itute): I 
sliall givc thcc tnorc," 

nAnd, annihcr t 

"1 can sw^-ear no onc will becOTne pour becaij.sc 
of cspcndmg in ihc way of God." 

May Allali cnJow us ali witlT staunchcst fuiTh in 
tJic .saytngs ol' dte Pnsphct and granl us thc great gnnd 
fnrLune !o act on them 1 
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Lessan 4 


R O Z A 

Aftcr be]lc^f^ Nattiai^ and thc niost inipor- 

tant dmy in IsCam is for fas:ing). The Quran 
says : 

Oh n'ho helie\^ĕ ! [mdng is 
prescribed to aj /j 
prescribed yon gs i! wns 
presenb^d (t? those be/ore yon 
tiuo ye may (ieanj) xeif-resfroin!, 

fif: !i!3i 

Pasiing is obligatory for Muslims in thc month of 
Pailurc tn ubserve rhc fast on any day. wEiEiout 
a val]tl reasoti. thtring tlih rnonth is a. grcal sin., We have 
it nn Llic auTEiorky of thc Prophet \\m, "Anyone whn 
does noi. wlihuut illness or any other va]icl escusc. 
kecp fast on a singlc day during Rani^an will noi 
sLtcoc-cd iti rruikltig amcnds for it cvcn lf 3ie werc lo 
kcep fas[ daily thrnughout his lifc in aLcmement." 

Rteompcnse 

During Llic fu.sL, a Mu.silEni abstains trom eiiting 
and drmking and denics himsci^ thc pleasurcs of 
lcgiTimaic carnai satistaclion solely as a ntcasure of 
worship, and sacTtriccs his Icgitimaie binlogiea! needs 
tmd urgcs exciu.sivc]y for Thc sake of God. 


t LjJ 
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God, too, thcrctbre, has placcd a mast unk|ue 
ro\vard on it, The Prophet is reportcd to [ijve saicl ; 

"There is a fisefJ principle f()r icwardiisji iilJ the 
gno(j decds (if men. and evcry good deed will bc 
rewardcd in accordance with it. But the fast is an 
esccpiian to tkis gcneraJ principlc, Thc sianding will 
ancl plcasurc of God is that since a rnan forgucs fncjd 
aiid drink and crushcs down his passicjns iitfcrlv fnr 
His sake, Hc wil! rccompcnsc hini dirccrly for ir." 

All thc prcvious sins of a person arc forgivcn 
whn undcrtakes tJie lasts of liie' nmnili {yi' wiih 

fu]l fairh and wiih thc object of propittaiing Gud atul 
caming l lis rcward," 

"Thcre arc twn niomcnts of spccial jny fur a 
pcrsnn who fasts : onc is whcn hc brcaks thc fast and 
this he expericnccs here in his carlhly csistcnce. thc 
other will comc in tlic Hereaftcr when he will be 
prcsentcd hcfure thc LordJ' 

Es □ shield against litc fire of hcll and a 
Strong tbrtrcss (which wili protect (lin he][evE?r from 
tnlerna] chastisemcnt)^'. 

Tlie fas( iiself will plcsd with Gud hir hini who 
dues fasting (hai hc haJ gnnc w ithout thc day s meals 
and sliunned ihe cravEngs of thc nesii (br its sakc Csn 
hc may bc ^orgjycn and rew^ardcd r.o ihc fu[]). OniJ 
will acccpt the intcrccssiun". 

"The bad oduur cmanaiing froin ihc inouth of a 
pcrsuji who is tasiing (wliicJi is suinctiincs pruducccE 
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becLkiiJte of tlic ciinpty stomach) is riiore plea.sant m 
the jadgmcnE of God thiin tlie swect smelt of musk/^ 

Annihcr outsiandin^ tcature of Ro/a, bcsides 
ihosc- kriven in thc Traditions ^uotcd abovc, is tliat i: 
i]fls rnyn :ibovc rhc lcvcl of beasis, To eat and to drink 
at wUl atui lo coptilatc w'hcrLCVCr [Jic or^e cnmcs* ihis 
is thc wuy of the animals. On the othcr cxtrcmc, to 
bc imniunc from lumger tinJ ihirst and ihc impolsions 
of scx, 10 stay away pcrmancntly from food and drink 
and cohabilLitioni is ihc quality of angels, Whcn li 
person f‘a3ts hc riscs above the animal c^lsience and 
forgcs an affinlty with nngel.s, 

Special Benefit 

Morenvcr. promntcs piety aiu! righteous- 

ne.ss in man. k prnduccs in liini ihe ability to coniml 
his physital dcstrcs. tE tcuches him how to subnrdtnaic 
his carnal yppciitcs and longings of ihe hcan to thc 
will E.if God. 3t is, iJius, rnost cffect[vc in tJte Jisciplinc 
and evi]lutk)n uf the soliL 

But Lhcse bcncf3ls can hc derl^cd only when u. 
person conscientiousiy sirivcs for ihcm and pays due 
rcspect. while he is fasting, tn tlte insiruction.'; luid 
dnwn by the Prnphcl in this conncction, Et is most 
nccossary to 3eavc strictiy alnne not nnly food and 
drink hut also alt Llic major and minor .sins. Hc nui.st 
ncitiier quarrcl nor lutcr a lie nnr engage himself in 
slander and back-biting. In brief. he shnuld 
scrupuloLisJy avoid all sinkil deeds, apparent as well 
as hiddcn^ as is dcmanded of him ]ji thc Tradition.s. 
Some nf ihe relcvant Tradltinns arc l 
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'^Whcn any of you kceps a fnst he not 

spcak an indcccni or fitthy worJ on engagc in a noisy 
scenc, Eind wcre atiyonc to qij;irrcl with him and call 
lijrn natnes he: shouid simply say, ’T am kceping fast 
flhcreforej I can not pyy you back in thc samc coiii.Jk"' 

"God has no recd for him lo go withoiu tbod 
and drink who cannoi shun evi! ancl TblsehooJ evcn 
during a fast," 

"Many are ttiere aniong you who fast and ycl 
gain nothing from ii cxcepi hnngci and thirst." 

In sum. fasTs can 3cad to the proniotion of thc 
yiniics of picty and righieousness ariid intpari the moral 
strength nceded to control and discipTine thc scnsual 
appetkes when, togcTlier wiih ahslcntion from food 
and drinkj ail thc major and miiior transgrcsskms of 
thc law of GoJ arc aiso /eatoLi.sly avoidcd whitc 
tastinp, niorc specialty ihe use of fotiI and fi]thy 
languagc, fa].schoud, slandcr and backbii]ng.Jf fasts 
arc observcd in the right spirii and with propcr care 
and soiicitLidc, Jic bcnefiEs inJicated above can tm- 
Joubtedly. hc obtained from tiioni. 
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H A J 


Thc lasl i5f iht^ tundaTnenTul dLitiei; in Isiani is 
the Hi 2 j. Laying it dawii as an csJJCHEial rt^li^iaus 
obEigatian ot' MLisltms, thc Quran says : 


^ IIj 1 ^ ^ j 


/ thereto is ti duiy 

men to Godrfhose who ctin 
ajjord ihe piirney, htif {[ony tieny 
Jbirh God sittmls noi in nced of 
tjny of His creiitures., 



iJH : y /j 


In tliis ycrsc wliile tljc Huj has been tJeciared 
obligaiory ii Itas bccn matle ckar that it is appliable 
unly to tliDsc who posscss thc mcans and maierial 
resourueH to nndertakc it. But carc has becn takciL in 
thc last part oT ii, lo warn that if Muslims wliuin God 
hasi bicrsscd u.dih thc neccssary materjal mcans lu 
perform tJic pilgrimage still fai] to carry oui ihc duty 
thrcmgh shccr ingraiiindc ('as is cocnmon antong the 
wcakhy classes thcse days) thcn God docs not stand 
in nccd ot'ilieir pilgrhnagc. Thc Almighty, dctlnltcly. 
i,s not going tcj losc anyihing by thcir not pcrhirming 
thc Haj, rhc Eoss wi]| cnlirely to thelr.s, They wi]l 
forfcit His good graccs^ they will dcprwe thcmsclves 
c)f His bencYolcncc* and God-^orbidi a most iamcnt- 
able fate will be wraiiing for Ehciri iii ihe llcrcaficr. 
Ttsc. Propliei is rcpurted lo havc gonc as far as tn say: 
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"A person whom Goci Im givi3n cnough [O per- 
form dic Haj, if hc siill fails lo do so tlien h cioes noi 
[mitLer lit all whcther he dics a Jcw or a Christian." 

Brotlicrs,-if there h any rcgard in our hcarts for 
Islam, if we can boast of the least aUachment to God 
anJ ihe Prophcti none uf us who can afford to makc 
the joyrncy shouk! reinEi.in without pcrforniing thc Haj 
afrcr wc have known this Tradition. 

Spirituat Meril 

Thc importitnce of thc Haj and the spiritual 
mcriioriousness oT thosc who perfomi it havc bcen 
cmpha<iis£d in a number of Tradiuons. Wc wit] 
rcproduce a fcw of ihcm herc. 

"Thosc who makc the pilgrimagc for thc Haj or 
the Umra thcy arc thc guests of God: their pcliiions, 
iT tltcy make any to God, witl bc grantcch and if they 
se.ck dcljverance fruni sins, tlicir sins will be forgivcn.*' 

"Hc who pertbrms thc Haj and cummits no wick- 
cd ur sinfu] dccd during it atui docsi niU disnhey God, 
ho will Tcturn from it as pure and gutUlcss as hc was 
at thc linie of his birth.'' 

'The rcw^aid Tor a piire and untamted Haj h 
paradisc itsctf Eind nothinp short of it/' 

ImmeriiRre G<)ins 

The rcmission of sin.s and ihc cnjoymcm of the 
suprcme bllssiulncss uf paradisc as a rcsult of ihc 
spirttual auspklousness of thc Haj wiil, Insha Allah. 
surcly bc grantcL! to (hc faiLhful in fulE mea.sure tn 
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tifc to oomc, biit the cxquisjie thrill and the su.blime 
joy one e^perjcnces, thc soul-stirrjny sensation of 
hclight anci wondenncnt onc fceis* on secing that 
choicesi scat of Divinc splenciour-lhe House of' 
Ka abii-antl on visiting thosc spccial placcs in Mccey 
whcrc tlie mcmoric.s of Prophct Abraham amt th' our 
own Prophei (pcace bc Lipon whom) arc siitt ative, 
arc also thitigs of ihe celestial world on thc carth. 
Thcn thc pilgrlmagc to thc ProphcTs mausolcum at 
Mcclina, ihc o^^cring up nfNamuz in liis own mostjuc. 
ihc addrcs^^iing of thc salutation and thc henedkation 
to him dircctly^ Jhe aimlcss wandcrings in thc streets 
arul itie wiidcrness of that blessed cjty, die brcathing 
10 ot iis air ynd thc tragrancc whieJi always seCEns lo 
bc lilling its atmosphcre. ihc cilicrcal joy of Jiii; 
remcmbrancc bursting upon onc somctiines in 
laughier and somtinks in tears-ali thcsc things- 
prrnodctl, (tf ctutrsc, that onc is blessed cnough to fcc] 
thcm-are thc immcdlate. rcwards a pElgrimc gets whcn 
hc betakcs himscir lo ihc \m\y citics nf Mcct.a aiid 
Mcdina. 

Five PilJars of Islam 

The fivc tundamemal tcachings of Islam wc havc 
discLisscd so far- thc Kalimn, Namnz. Z£ik{ii, koia and 
Maj arc known as thc *Five Piilar.s of thc Paith'. 

wcil-known Tr[idition of ihc holy Prophet telJ.s 
Lis that, "Thc founflarion of Islam rcst.s tjn thcsc fivc 
t h i n g .s : ( i) ih e a ff i r m a t i jj ii ci (' 

['ii) (hc csiabfjshmcnt n\\Nimaz, (iii.) iJic payment of 
lakut. (iv) ihc ohscrvance of Ruia in dte mojith fjf 
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Ramziin, and {v) thc performancc of HaJ by those w4io 
can iitTord lo mLike thc pilgrimagc:-^'^ 

When Lhe.se five itcms are spnkcn nf as the 
'Pillars uf iiihim' it means that ihese are ihe hindamen- 
lal (Julies of the fbith. lf carried out prnperly thesc 
dutic.') arc capable of prududng in us tlie ability tu 
luiril our other religiuus obiigatiuns as well. Here we 
have dwc-lt nniy on (hcir imporiancc and thc inirinsic 
spirituai virtue that undcrlies them. Dctailed rulcs and 
principles guverning them can hc learnt from rcliablc 
bnoks on Tslamic Jurisprudence or cJirecily froni a 
Musiim ihenlogian. 
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Lessan € 


PIETY 

Piety i:'nr»iis pttrt f>f thc hasic csscmials of Jsbm. 
It mctins to obscryc the Divine ComiiiaEiJtncnU con- 
scicmLously aiiJ scrupulonsly and to ayoiJ al! fortiii!- 
ilcn and wkkcJ anJ shamctu] thlngs» hclieving wholEy 
linJ firmly in thc Great Rcquiial of tbe Last Day imd 
hcanng GoJ and Mis wrath anJ puntshinent as a burnt 
child is SLipposcd to dtcad tiie firc. In otiicr w-urds, ir 
demanJs oi tjs, on t]u5 one hatid, to carry oui. thorougli- 
[y anJ w^ell, ihe. dulics prescribed by ihc Almighty 
and to fu]fil -^CEnously thc riglits oi' mcn wIk) havc a 
claim on us accorJing lo the Div tnc law, anJ. on thc 
othcr, to rclrain strietly rrom doing anytEiing lEmi lias 
hccn prohibitcd us hy Hiim it 0 : 1 ] Is on us to niake ihc 
fcar f]f God our constant compar lon. BoJi [n the Quran 
anj thc Traditlons a very grcat cmphasls has E>(;cn 
laid nn picly anJ rightcousness and it has bccn urgcd 
on u-s most forc-euiJly and pcrsistcntiy to cultivatc it 
in uursc[ves. Some ofthe relevant verses of thc QLiran 
arc t 


n ye belieV6 ! /i?£>r Gf?f/ tiJ 
He siwiiid bĔ [earĔd, and dle noi 
ex^epi o) u stme of hiam. 


o* 


(W r !02i 
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So fear God aj nwch as' yon 
can; and abey, 

; !6> 


-^I 5 Tj 



0 ye helieve f [eor God 
and lci cvery sout htok lo '\\!hat 
{proviskms} he has sent forth far 
the morrow. Yeu. fetir Godi for 
God fj we}kQcquQuued with {rtii} 
rhat ye do. 



(UX : IS} 


The Ouranic: vcrse!i* turther, revea] EJial ihcrc is 
4 ^.rc-4tfttvniir of thc L(5rd cvcn in tliis world on thosc 
who fcELr God tind practisc pleiy and rtghtcousncss. 
God sItows spccial munjt'iccncc lo (hcm and makc& 
His hclp 4vyiliibk lo thcm in ei thuusand W'ays : 

And for ihose n?fiJ feftr God iie f ^ ^ j i j 
(ever} prepa res u wuy uut , a hd ih- ^ 0*,^ 

provities for him from isources, 

/rt' tie ve r c on!d imos itte . \ * .-* . m 


{XLV : 2- S) 


Ttic Quryn Jitsn telk. tluit dioso w'ho lcad a lifc 
picty and righteousncss hccoinc thc Triciids of Goti', 
and , (hcn, for ihctn Therc is neithcr fcar nor shall 
ihey evcr grieve. 

'•■Pehold * veriiy on (he prietids 


of G^id there is m) kor, nor shuU 
iheygrieve. those ir/irj beiieve and 
{cansianily} ^uord a^oinsi 
evilfitr iiiem are GUid Tiditik^s. iii 
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! he Iife ofrh€ Presem anii theHereapr 
(X-62-f34) 




Sottic of ihc wondcrful boon^ amt btessings tliat 
awalt (hc pi6iis ,anij thc-rightctms tn the Hercafter 
lmve bccn rcvcaled bricily in tinj f(iIlowing vcrscs : 


Siiy: Shali / j^lad liditigs 

of !hmgsfar bener than Ptose. ? For 
the rjgh(etfiis are Gitrdens in 
nearness to their Ijord, with riyers 
JJowing .beneoth: ihereut is their 
eterttoi home wiih Companions 
ipure itnd hoty}^ and {he good 
pieasure ofGod. Fvr in Grtd^s sighi 
'(? (all} His ser\'antsj 

iUi : / 5> 


j? 


And, verity,for the righieotts, is 
ii beiiuU[iit piace of iFUuH} 
ReturthGordens oj Kiernity ^^diosc 
doors wiil ever be opened to titem; 
therein '>vitt (hey rectiiw. .{at etijtrt,: 
titerein can they catt {ai pteasitre} 
for fniit in ohundance and 
(deiicioHS} drink: and beside ihrm 
wiii be chasie w^ometi resirohiittg 
their glejnces, (cotnpanioris} of 
eetuai oge, Snch jj the. proinise 
matie {o Godfortttt Day of Accomi 
t Truty, such witi he Our Hotiuty 
{io you} tl wiii ne^er [ait^ 

m>yiil : 49^541 


Ls )ik 0 i r^* j- 
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[n the QurarL, iiicn t>f piety are givcn tiic 

very special tklings of pbcc Hf e?:ceptional ncarness 
to God m the Hcrc«ifter : 


As w fhe Righmms, (hey wiU 
he ir] S(ie midss of Gardens and 
fiive.rs, in an AjjemkJy of TrnSh 
in she presence tJ/ a So^^ereign 

OmnipoSenS, 

(UV:54-55} 




Thc sole critenon of honour and siiperiurily wiih 
Goti is picty. 

fhe moss hononTed of 

yoN in she sighs of God is {h^ ^ 

fhe moss lighseoui of you. 

SXUX s U) 

, ySimihiry, Ji has becti deciarcdlay the boiy Prophd 
in hrie his TradiiionR thai ^ 

t 

‘'Ncarest and Ucarestto nic are liiose who possess 
the virtac of piciy no mattcr what race or nationality 
dtcy belong tt> or which couniry they livc in;' 

Piety (he., fear of God anJ an ovcr-powering 
;inxicty for thc Herea^ter) js the root of all vtrtue. U 
is the ntcasure of all gootlncss. We will b^as gooti 
anJ nobJ.c litiiU as Trcc from whal is bastT^ii^Jcorrupt 
as ihcre Is piety iti us. 

Anothcr of thc Prophct's Traditbns rcads : 

"A holy Cotiipanion once said to the Prophet, 
Sir, l hiive hcarU so many of yt>ur valuabk saylngs 
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that I fear \ may noi bc pbJc to renicmbcr thcm Eiib 
So I requcst you tbr a aiEi]prehensivc Eitlyice wjjich 
niay siifficc for me atways. Thc Propliet re^Jied, Tear 
God in proportion to your knowlcdge and matc tliar 
lear and piety ihc gukling principles of your ]ifc'.^' 

’He who haj( fcar wi[] set out eaTly and he who 
wjil set oin csirly wi|] rcpth rhc deslinatjon in timcT 

Thc tortunate and ihe succcsstuh indced, aru 
ihose who tear GoJ and prcpare for the ]ife to comc.. 

Even a singJe tear shed out of fear of God atid 

of Hrs anger and punishtncnt carries a greal ypltje in 
His cycs. 

'Thcrt' arc two Jrops/' spys the Prophet, 'and 
iw<i marks thpn which nothing is morc prccious (o 
God.^ Of thc two drops so c\cccdingly dcar to Him. 
ooe is tJic tcar ihat may Iiave.fancti ffom the cycs o[ 
anyone out of Jlis fear. atuJ thc othcr is thc dron ijf 
bloud tlipt iji; shcd in His paih. Siniilarly, of thc two 
marks Emc is thc mark sustaincd in the patli £if God 
(uc. thc scar left bchind by p wound susiained in 
Jehad). and thc nthtr Is ihe mark whidi niay tidyc 
dcycEopcd as .□ rcsult of thc carrymg out of p rciigiuus 
obligaticm [as for cxamplc, thc marks one oftcn sces 
on thc iorchead pnd knces of thosc who offci' (Jic 
Nama?. rcguJarJy)/' 

We wiJI tpke up one morc Tradiiion oT thc 
Prophct. h says : 

Ncver can lic go to hclJ who wceps in Thc fear 
of God/' 
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Thc sum antl substance of the ciitirc discusj^ion 
is Lh^i it is greaL, mc!e6d. to bc bles.scd with irue fear 
of Gnd aml a genuinc soiiciiude fnr Thc Hcrcattcr. Tt 
can litcrally revo]utinnise Qnc's whnk cjiistcncc. 

Brnihers.-know it thornughly anU well Lhat one 
who is Goh-fcarĔng in thi.-; transitary world will havc 
absoluteJy nothSrg to worry In thc Hercahtcr, Hc wHI 
have ncitJtertear noratuiety. Hc will(lwe]l in cternal 
peacc, conitort and happincss by tJic Gracc of God, 
On thc contrary , he witu is not Goij-fearing and show^s 
no cunccrn for Atier-3ifc amJ refuses to ]ook hcyond 
thc pteasures of inatcnai eststcncc for hiin thcrc wih 
bc tc.rrihlc angihsh and di^Lrcss in thc litc lo comc. 
For thousaTHts ol years hc will bc shedding tcars of 
blood. 

The surcsi way tn dcve](>p piciy, i.c., Godtcar- 
mgness anJ solicitutle for thc Hcreahcr is to avail 
<.tncsclf of thc Coiiipany uf thc dcvoLtS scrvanits ot' thc 
Lord who fear Him and obey His uummamts honesily, 
Then thcrc are gouJ and rcliable religious books whlch 
.shoulU bc read rcgutarly, amJ, it a pcrson is illitcrate. 
hc sltuuld havc them lead out lo him by otliers. La.stly, 
it Ĕs adyisable to mcdiiatc in solitudc on Lleath amj 
on thc rcwards onc is going lo gei from Cod for onc's 
good and yirtuotts dcc.ds and thc punishinent (hat is 
going to he awarded by Hitn ff>r onc's sins and 
transgressions against thc Divinc Law. One shtjuld 
dw'c]l mentally on onc's statc and yisualisc what is 
going 10 pass in ihc gravc. what wtH f>nc's con- 
dition be whcn incn wili bc raisctt ijp agatn im 
tiic Lasi Day and produccd hcCorc God 7 What 
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willonc do whcn thc balancc-shcci oronc'ij conJuci 
on the earth will beunroUcd 7 Where will onetthcn, 
hidc one*s face ? 
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Lesson 7 


Honesty In Monetary 
Dealings 

Uprightness and honcsiy in nioneLary dcalings 
forms a vita! pari ot” Lhc ^undamcntal (cachings of 
IslaiTU 

The Quran as well as ihe Traditions of ihe 
Pruphet are cmphatk thal a Ime Muslim is hc who is 
hone.sl and uprighL in Isis busincss anj rnonciary trans- 
actions, kceps his word and thirils his proraiscs, shijtis 
frauU and avoiiJs deccit and pcrfidyH ericroaclics noi 
iipon ihe rights of olhers nor takes purt in wrongful 
hiigauon> Uucs noi g]ve false cvldcncc, and abslains 
trommaking dishoncst moncy as Itoiti usury and grah. 
Wfujevcr is not iree hom ihese vices is, yccording to 
thc Quran and ihe Traditions, nor a troe bclLe^cr hut 
a rcncgadc and a worthlcss transgjcssui. 

\Ve now procecd to esaminc sorae of ihc rclevani 
Quranic verses anJ Traditions. A .short ver.sc of thc 
Quran says ; 

0 ye who ! e.iH not np 

each-oihery properiy by uufair 
ond dtshttne^i means. 

r/V j 2Sij 
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Tlie verse tWbids Muslims agi;insi all undean 
and corrupt means of inaking moneyt snch as^ 
dishoncsi tradingt cmbc^iKlemenij ganibling, spccula- 
Lion and bribery. Tiien there are verscs in whkh thcse 
haEefu| praciices are dcalt with one by onc. For in- 
stancc, a seve.rc warning h given in the followine 
vcrse 10 tradcrs wht> chcat in wcighmcnt : 


Wo^ lo {hose {hat iieui tti 
fraii(iriftose fhey have 

{<? receire hy mensure [rom meti, 
£.Kacffufl measure, buf when fhey 
have fogive by measure or \vcignt 
tomcn, iess ihan dne. Do they 

naf {ihnk thai they wiU be caited 
fo ac€ounf-on a Migihy Day 
taU) mankind whi sinmihe^orĕ ihe 
Lord af fhc Worlds. 

{iJCKKiU : l-6\ 


a6 ^ ill 


In ihe sante way., thc undcr-rncniioncd vcrsc 
cxhort.s Mu.slimK to be vcTy parttcular aboiit their irusts 
and aboui othcr peopJc*s rights. 

(Jod {i()fh command ywM u> i " 

rcnder back y(}iir irnsis to thase 

/I? they are diie, r 

{!V ; 

At two place.s En thc Quran u (;hicf distinguishing 
tcatorc- uf Muslims is said to bc thal ihcy are : 
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Thoie fahhfHUy obser^e 
fheif fTUSts (itid IheiT cove7iQi}{s 

min 8) 




Thc Prop(iet uscti oticn to suy Jn his sermtins : 

' J^emcmbcr, there Is no failh In him whn ls not 
TrLisiworihy: there Es no place for hiin in rchgion wJio 
carcs noi for his pletlgctJ wnrd or promise." 

Anothcr Tradition s:iys : ''Thc sign.s of hypocritc 
Oircc: whcn hc spealts, hc is fulse: whenhe pmrmscs 
hc huh: ajtd whcn he is tmstcd, he pbys hiise.'‘ 

Condcmnjng rlntsc who dieai in bnsincss thc 
s^acrcd Propher has said, ”Hc who d^eats is not of us. 
Ucocithilncsjs md fraud aro things LliatlL^ad one lo Hell;' 

Ihc Propher of God nncc came upon a hoap nf' 
corn in ihe markct of Mcclinu ainl ihrust his hand Inio 
hs^ilngcrs fct( dainp. On bcing askecU ihc rradcr 
rcphed that rain had hillen upon it„ Thc Prophct ob- 
served. "Why dh! yon not rhcn kccp uhc weL ponlon 
op n above ihc dry corn, .so Lhat nicn mav sce it ? 
ric who det;civc.s is oot onc of lis.'' 


Thus, iraJers who deceivc by sliiiwing to ™s. 
tomers a talse sampli; or by contcaling from [hcni tiic 
tlslccts ot tlie article they otTcr tbr saie m niu truc 
Muslims m thc jiitjgement of thc holy Prophct :int!. 
uod-forhjdd]ng, thcy are going to end up in helE. 
AnniJtcr TradtLion says : 
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"Thc seller must cxplain lo Lhe buycr (hc delea^, 
if [iny. In the quality of the article c>ffcrcd for sak. 
Should this noi bc donc. thc scJIct will pcriiiianently 
bc caught iti ihc wntth of Allah (- according lo anolhcr 
narrator thc cxact words arCt "he wlll always bc cursed 
by ihc angcls’)." 

In short, all manncr of deceit and dishonesty in 
business is prohibitcd in Islam. It has becn paiclainied 
to bc an act w^orthy of imqualifscd condenination, Thc 
holy Propbci has c^prcssed his strong dislikc f'or ihosc 
who do so. He has said thal he wull have noihing to 
do with ihcm; thcy do not bclong to hlm. 

LikcwisCH bribcry and usury, although thcy niiglit 
bc practjsed by nuitual conscnt and agrcemcnt, arc 
totally dlsallow^cd tn Musliins and thosc wlio arc guilty 
of tlicni liavc bccn cnndcmncd squtfrc]y in the Tradi- 
tions. A wcll-known Tradltion on usury rcads : 

'Thc CLirse of God resls on hini whn offcrs loan 
on usurious tcnns, and on him w\\o receiycs, and on 
those whu arc wiincsses to thc transaction, and on thv 
wTitcr W'ho writes thc dced thercnL" 

H^^s for bribcry. ihc Prophei has. in a Tradhion, 
"condcnined aitkc thc giver of brihcs,. ^nd thc takcr 
uf bribcs in deciding cascs." 

A Tradition gucs evcn to thc cxient of saying 
tliai, "H a person madc a recomniendatidn for anyonc 
in a jusT nunicr and ihc gratified party gavc him 
somctliing as a gifi fin rclurn for it) and he aoceptcd 
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it ihen hc commiiEed r gr:ive crror (rtieaiiing thai ii, 
tSOj ts y fnrm oJ’’ bnbery)." 

Worsc sttU js thc tinsurpation of anotlicr's 
property by force or fraud or dishuncst litigatlDn. Wc 
have ii on thc autlitjrity of itic Prophet 

^'WhoCYCr occupies lantl belongtng to Hnother 
unjustly wili be sunk inlo ilic. groutui jilung with tluit 
plot of land on tbe Duomsday till he rcachcs thc lowest 
iaycr af the earih, 

"He whn actpiires ihc property of a Muslini un- 
justiy by taking a falsc nath [bcforc an Offit;er) is 
debarretl by Gud trom entering Paradtse nnd thc Fire 
of HclE is madc incvitablc tor hhii", On hearing il a 
Companion is reponcd tu h.avc askcd, "Even if tt be 
a minor thingC^" The Prophct is said lo ]iave rcphcd. 
"\es, cven it it bc a iwig uf Pito (a plaui which grows 
wihE. Iii; twigs are uscd fni cicaning thc tceth). 

Thc Pmphct. agam, is rcpurteii lo ]iavc warncd 
a pcrson who w^as vcry fond nf entering inio HUigaiiun 
with oihers in thesc sirnng words, "Remember, he 
svUn wih ubtatn the pmpcriy of anothcr by sw^earing 
a falsc oatli wiU appear a!i a lcpcr bcforc God (on ihe 
Day of Judgcmcnt). 

And^ 

"\Vhoevcr laid his chini un a thĔng tliat was nor 
his is noi of us. He wtil do well lo l■cscrve a placc 
for himsc]f in thc HelL" 
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U h niaiTiiited ihLit one day, afier [he moriihig 
praycTs the holy Propl^ct stood up ■dud siiid thricc whh 
grceit fccliri!g thaU ''Perjury has bccn madc thc 
cquivaleni t>f Polytheism."' 

Ill-Gotien Wealtli 

Mnney or property wljich h ao^itlred ihroiigh 
iinf*ilr tnciitis, as we haye just indtcaied, is positivc 1 y 
unckim ijnJ Linlawtul and Linymie who makes lisc of 
it ani] spends it on hk nccds does himsclf a grcal 
hanm As tlie sacircd ProphcE has wELtncd. his prLtyers 
will not find ucceptance with Gotl. his supplicaiion}! 
wdll Jiot be answeredt his peiitbns wiil nut be graiited^ 
ynd in casc lie tloes good dccds thcy will i 3 vai 1 him 
nothing* In thc HcreyUer, thcrc wdd bc no sharc fnr 
tiiTii in the spcclai favours and pood graccs of ihc 
Lord. 


A Traditlon says ^^lf Lt person cams or ac^uircs 
anytliing thmugh dishoncst means and ihen gives 
away a part of It in charity, tiis aci oi charity will noi 
bc acceptcd. and iriie will spciul rrom ii on his ne.cdn 
thcre will be no auspicioiisness or rcal prosperity in 
ĔL, and shnuUI he leave ii behlnd to hls descendants 
on his deaih it will servc for him as heirs provisioTi. 
Bcneve it. God does not era.se cviS with cvil (i.e., 
diarity aTtd almsgivlng from ill-goiten gain.!j can 
ncver lcad to salvation), Onc inipurity canno: rcmove 
another: it caiinot make it pure." 


AthJ aTiother: 
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"God is pure Hiniselt and He acccpts only 
ferings that are pure/' 

The Prophet, ai the end of the Tradition aho 
narrated thi: stary of a inali 'Vho undertakes a long 
and tedions joumey (to supphcaie to God at a haloed 
placc) isnd ^rrLvcs (at his dcsiihation) in such a state 
that hh hatr is dhhevelled and his body is covered 
from httad tn foot wiih dust. Hc throws up his hands 
lowards ihc hcavens and cries out, 'O Lord ! O my 
Prescrver 'f' but his sustenanae Ef of the impure and 
hc has been ^rt;^hi up nn what is pollutedj-how can 
hjs prayer be. granted whcn such is the case ?'' 

Thc aboyc amply dernonstrates that whcn a pcr- 
5KOn draws his ]iveIihood from impure means his 
prayers no iongcr remain Wthy of bcing answered. 
Yct another Tradiiion of the holy Prophet rcads : 

"If a pcrson buys a cloth for ten dirhams^ and 
one of thcm ts lalntcd (i.e., it has been earned 
dishonestly), nonc of his Namaz will bc acccpted by 
God as longr as he wcars it." 

And, here i.s one ntore : 

The flc£h gathercd on one s body by means of 
unclean eaming dcserves to be thrown inta the Firc." 

Brothers,-If we have the liniesl spark Df faith left 
in oui breasis we niust rnake up our minds, once for all, 

l. DirtiJKrt is iaiJ lo be qn uijsiampecl piece s>f aiivcr which 

WA5 currcru in rtrabiii of thasc days as a coLn, Latcr U 

waa slicrctE inlo i rouniJ f(irm aid slttmped, Its valuc ij 

unccrtain.- TransEalor 
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aftcr heanng thesc TriidiiionSt that whatcver poverty 
and hardship we may have lo endurc m the wnrJd’We 
will nevcr care lo niiake a single penny from unclean 
and dishonesl sourccs and will always conteni ntir- 
selves widi what we eam through honest lawful 
means. 

Cican Earning and HonesĔ Trade 

Just as Islam has condertined all unclean and 
unlawful means Df making nioncy as wioked and smful 
and denounced all profks derived from dicm as filihy 
and devilish, m the same way it has pmclaimed great 
virtue in seeking one^s tiyelihood honestly and in 
engaging oncsetf cleanly in. trade or prnfession. The 
Prophct has said : 

'To earn a clcan livtng is also a duty nc?tt only 
to the prescribed duties of the faiih." 

‘Thc cleLinesi food Ls thai which has bcen earned 
hy tlie labour of his hand. IndcedH Prophet David used 
tu work with his own hands for the food he ate." 

"The iradcr who plics his irade clcanly and 
honestly wull rise m the Hereafter in thc company of 
Prophets, saints and martyrs." 

Kmdness and Compassian in Monetary Dealings 

Islain has Eaid grcat sirc&s on honcsly and truth- 
fu]ness in tradc and uther monctary dcalings and 
described proiound virtue and exccllcncy in it. It has 
deciarcd ii to be a means t)f gaining nearncss unto 
God^ [slam, Eikewise, cnjoins un us ro be kind and 
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avo]d barshness and scvcrity in our monetary trans- 
aetbns and has pramiscd great spiriiual advaniage 
in it also. We wiU reproducc two nr the Prophei^s 
Tradttions herc : 

'Blessings of God bc on him who is mild atid 
gcntle in his business transactlons and in the realisa- 
tion of his ducs/' 

’'God wil] protecl him from the agonics of rhe 
Day of Jiidgcment who allows rcspite to a puor and 
indigcnt scrvant of His in thc paymeni of his dcbl or 
writcs off ihc debt fahogether or a part of it)." 

Phesc T^aditions are incant for mcrchants and 
other wcalthy mcn from whom peopic borrow moncy 
in ilie hnur of dicir nced. As fnr the borrowcrSi ihe 
ProphcT used to urge Lhem to do thcir best to pay baclc 
their debts qiikkly lest ibey dic in a state of indeb- 
tcdncsSt with thc claim of anyone lying unscttled on 
thcir lieads. IJow strict thc Prophei was in this rcgard 
can be imagincd from the foUowing Tradiiions 

■Uf a pcrson Ls killed in' the path of God thcn ail 
liis sins will be forgiven (by yirtuc of his Etiartyrdom). 
But if he owes atiyonc anything even martyrdom will 
no! secure his rclease from it." 

”By thc Lurd in whnse powcr lies ihe lifc of 
Mohammad, if a pcrson falls a martyr in thc path of 
God and retums to ]ifc and is kiiled again in the path 
□f God and re.tiirns to ljfc only tn be kiUcd oncc more 
in ihc cause of God and thcre is slil) a dcbl outsianding 
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against him, (untii it h Setlled) even hc will not be 
able to enter Paradise." 

These two TradJlions are quitc sufficicnt to show 
what greai iinpnrtancc Islam attachcs w monctary 
affa!rs and the rights of men. May AHah grani ns llie 
wisdom 10 understand thcir delicacy andssignificance 
and to makc it our constanl endeavour to ■assnre thai 
the claims of no one are kft unsatisfied by us E 
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Lessan 8 


Social Conduct And 
Mutual Relations 

Suckl conduct, good imnncrs and rcspecl for 
the righls of eadi- other, agtttn, fnnTi an miportant 
part of Isiamic teachmgs. Onc can become a good 
and irue Muslini only whcn one also observes faith- 
fuUy thc social codc of Islam by which we mcan the 
roles and rcgulations goyeming the modcs iind man- 
ners of bchavioiir bctween man and man and man and 
socteiy as laid down by h, For mstancc, whal should 
the attitLide of parcnis be towards thcir children and 
of children towards their parcnts ? What sort of con- 
dtict should prevai] bctween brothers and bctween 
brothers and sisters ? How shouid husband and wife 
live logclhcr ? How arc we to trcai those who are 
oldcr than ourscWes and those tliat arc youngcr ? 
What arc the rights of our nclghbours un us ? How 
should thc rich behavc towards thc poor and thc poor 
to wards the rich ? Whai modc of relationship should 
ubtain betwcen master and scrvani 7 And^ so fofth* 
Islam has providcd us with a most prccise and com- 
plcte guidancc on how arc we lo fulfil our social 
rcspunsihilities and acl in our dcalings and rclation- 
ships with a!l thoije indwiduals and groups whh whom 
w^e comc into contact, onc way or Lhe othcr, in Ihc 
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iIiffcrEnt walic.s of nur daily Hfe, and this JS what we 
are going to discuss in the pr&sent chaptcr, 

RlghCs oT Parerils 

Thc mo.si priiTiary rclationshjp in this world ex- 
ists bctwecn man and his parcnis. In Islain the rights 
of parents have been desoribciLl as ncxt nnly to ihe 
rights of Gq(K To quote from ihc Qur 3 n : 


The Lord has ordaimd thut ye 
worship none bnt Him: and to 
shaw kindness lo yonr parent^ 
w^heiherone or hoih ofthem amin 
To oid age wiih ihee; ond say not 
them ^Lie neither reprocich 
ihem; hut speok to tkem bvth with 
r€speciful speech: and def£r 
hnmbiy to them out of tendemess; 
andsiiy, '^i^ord / haee compossion 
on them bofh, even as ihey reared 


tne luiaen t " 


21-2 yj 


{X.VH : 


I Ls I 

(rSijpsik} 


Anothcr vcrse of thc holy Book goes on lo tcl] 
that should ibe parcnts of a pcrson bc poiythc jsts and 
want hiin also to fo! iJw thcir iaith. he ought tn dccHne 
to obey them, but cven thcn he shoiild continuc to 
treat thcm well and to behavc towards ihem w-iih 
respect. Tlie c^act words of ihe ycrsc are : 
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"flut if stie^ &irive to make thee pin fn worshsn with 
Me thins^s ofwhich shau hass no ktiowiedge, ohey shem nos: 
ye! bf(ir them compony iti fhis iffe wsh Justice (ond coi]' 
siderasionl. (XX)(I ; 

15} 


Bcsides ihe pLiryn. and in ihe Trtidiiions also, a 
very great strcss hiis becn laid nn rendering fui] Ucvo- 
lion and obcdicnee to one's parents. To disobey one^s 
parentST to ignore iheir tccUngs, or to disrcgard iheir 
eonifori or l^appincss In any mher way has bcen char- 
actcrised by ihc Prophct as a gricvnkjs sin. Takc ihese 
Traditions. for c^ainplc : 

"In tlic plc.asij.re of' parenls lics ihc plcasure of 
God, and in thcir dispkasure, thc displcasure of God." 

bnce a person en^uired frs>m thc Prophei. '^What 
are the rights ot' parcnts 7" The Prophet replicd, 
'Tarcnis arc thc hcaven and heU of thcir chilclren 
(iWantng that sal.valion and Paradisc could be gained 
by scrving-t>ne's parenls wel! w^hile disobedicncc lo 
and ill-lreaiTncrn of thcm could lead one to hetl)," 

The Pmphei oncc obscrycd, "Evcry tiine aduthul 
son or daughicr looks with affe€tion and rcspecT 
towards hi.s or her talher or mothcr God wriies against 
his or hcr name thc rcw ard of an approved Haj," Upon 
this, somc of' thc Companions cnquircd, "Oui Masier 
! Suppnse. a pe.rson docs su a hundrcd timcs each day. 
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will he, cven Uicn, be giycn the reward of an approved 
Haj fOr every giance he casts T "Yes". tlie Prophct 

ihc h ’ (meming Uiat 

Uie boiinly of ihe Lord is boundless)/' 

Heaven lies uncler the fcet of Lhc parents," 

Thc Prophct oncc said to tho Companions that 
ihe most mortal sins in ths world were thrce ; 

"To as.sociatc anyone with Cod, to disobey 
parenis. and to gjve false evidence.^^ 

whr.™ r'U' 'TI"'™ ''"■*' 'yp'* «owards 

Whom Go(j W.II not loofc with mcrcy on thc Dav of 

udgcment, and one ot thenj are thosc who dijiubey 
their parents,” '■ 

Rights of Children 

‘“'<1 an ei|U3l .stress on (he righis of 
children on psrcnts also. Wc will leave out hcre ilie 

children s,ncc therc ,s tound in ihcm an ins,inciive 

iwareness of it and thcy carry ii out normaliy and in 
the naiural way. ^ iu 

The rights of uur children ahoui which we arc 
gcnerally careless and ncglecifui arc those conceming 
Iheir moral and rcligious training and up-bringina* 
Islam has niade ii binding on us. as a matter of duiy 
thai wc broughi up our wards and childrcn in sueh a 
way that they did noi havc,to mafce thcir way tn hcll 
af.cr dcath. Wc arc reijuircd to bc cmemciy caret^ 
in thts respcct. Says thc Quryn , ^ 
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0 ye whQ beUeve ! saye 
yourselves and your[omiiies Jrom 
the Fire of Hell. 

iU^l ; 






Th& Prophcl has, in a Tradilion, stressed thc neeJ 
of givlng proper tralning lo children in chese words : 

''No bctici' gift Cdn thcre be from a father lo his 
ohildrcn thiin Ehat he broughi thcni up properly," 

5ome parems are morc fond of thcir sons ihan 
daughtcrs. Thcy Lakc a great inicrest in the upbring- 
ing of thclr issocs whiie thc we]fare and train- 
ing of the temalc ones is gcnerally neglcctcO by 
them. Daughters are, sontetimes, considered to bc 
a burdcn. For ihis reason, rsJam has dcvotcd par- 
tkuiar altcntion to thc proper upbringing of girJs 
and cxtolled it as an aet o^t grcai virtuc. Thc hoJy 
Prophei has said : 


"Anyone who has a daughtcr or a sisicr and he 
trcats her well and looks aftcr hcr welfarc and training 
caretully and marries hcr ai the right place, God will 

rcward him wiih Paradise," 

Mulual Rjghls Between Husband and WiTe 

Conjugal relationship occupies a placc of out- 
siandiug importancc in the economy of huinan-af- 
fairs. It is a mosi strong and intimate lie ihat binds 
husband and wife into a Jife-Jong partnership, Islam, 
tl5Crefore* has furnishcd a completc guidance in 
rcspĕci of it as welh In a nutshell, Islam demands 
from wlves to Jie scrLipuIously faithfu] fo ihcir hus- 
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bands and to reniain Iheir best friend!i and truc well- 
wishers and iiever to bciray their trusts, Thc Quran 
declare.s: 

TherĔff}rs, the ri^hteous jr 1 

woftieTi ure obedieut, ottd i^uuTd ^ 

(in the husbmid^s) absenee. 

i}V : 3J } > ' 

And from husbands it re^uircs that thcy shoil^d 
giye of thcir iove ungrudgingiy to ihdr wivcSi rnain- 
tain them as bcsi as ihey can within ihcir mcans and 
lcavc Jiothing to be desircd by way of their emotional 
comcntmenh Says, again. the Quran : 

TiK^ewUhyourwiyesonupyonn^ ^ 
of kindness and eqmty. jiri^lc.3 

In keeping wiib thcse lcachings of the Quran, 
thc Prophei used to aitach protbund importancc to 
the harmony nf married lifc among Musiim. Hc used 
to Lirge Ltpon Wuslitu luisbands and wjvcs to keep 
each-other happy and to attcnd to cach-other happy 
atid lo aiLend to Ctich-othcr's needs and interests 
whh loving carc. Somc of hls Traditions in this 
connection rcad t 

"lf a man oalls his wite lo hirn und thc wife rcfuses 
and he stays annoycd wiih hcr during tJic night, the 
angek wlll not ccase to curse her namc tili day-brcak." 

"Thc woinan who dics in such a siaie thai hcr 
hiisband Es pJeascd witii her shall gt> to l-tcaven." 
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"By ifie Lord iit whose puwer iies the life of 
MohammaJ, no woman cati fuifjl thc rights of God 
who does not fulfi] ihe riglus of her hLisband." 

" Chargc ynu to bc kind to your wivcs, Rcmember 
this adyice of minc, thcy arc siiboriJina,tc lo you 
and in your powcn" 

"Good arnong you are thosc who arc good to 
their wives.'' 

"Hc is thc most pcrfect bcUcvcr {in God) who 
is perfecl in his manners and mostaffectionate towards 
his wife and children." 

Rights or ReLatives 

Besides our parents and chilLtren and husbands 
or wivcs thcrc also cxisls a gpgcial tic of k.lnship 
bctwcen us and our othcr reiaiivcs. Islani has paid 
due attcolion to this aspect of OLir social cxistcncc. 
too, and evolved certain righis and dutics in rcspect 
of it^ Thus, iri the Qiiran we arc told to bc kindi to our 
kinsmen and one who dlsregards and pays on heed lo 
tbc bcuids of kinshlp has been condemncd as a irnins- 
gressor and a sinncr of the worst order. 

Thc Prophei once said, "He who vioIatcs (hc 
rights of kinsmen and shows no rcspect for the bonds 
of kinship In his conduct shalE not go to hcavcnH’' 

In ihis connection a special advicc of the Prophct 
is that if a rela(ive yiolates the tks of relationsEiip 
with rcgard toms cvcn tlien wc should continuc lo 
fulfil, on our 3>an. (hc oblipaiions wc havc lowards 


76 - What Islam la ? 

him. The exact wnrds of thc holy Prophet arc, "If a 
ncar rciative treatK you indiffercniiy and ignores thc 
bond of redationship do not lum your back on him 
bdt kccp on discharging, on you part, the obligations 
of rchtionship towards hlm." 

Rights or ihe Old on the Young and of the 
Voiing on the Old 

It is a general prlnciplc of hlamic social be- 
haviour that everyone should rcspccl his clders and 
carry himiself with due deference in their prcsctice, 
In thc same way, those who are older are required to 
treat those who arc younger to thcm wiih kindness 
and affection, cvcn if thcre be no relationship bct wcen 
theni, 

Said ihc Prophet : "He Ls not of us who is not 
affcctiohiueLto those who are youngcr than hiinsclf 
.and respeotful to thosc who are oideT," 

"For thc young man who will honour an uld man 
bccaiise of his years God wilt appoint mcn wd\o witl 
honour him in his o!d aged^ 

Rtghts of Neighbottrs 

Apart from rc]a(ives, there obtamis a pemianent 
assodation also bctwccn a man and his neighbours. 
In Islam hilt attemion has, accordingly. becn paid to 
it and defmite instructions have bcen provided for our 
guidance m this behalf as wdL Thc Quran calts upon 
us to be good ancl courteoiia in our hehaviouif towards 
our nĕighbours In thc same w'ay a.s h has cotnmanded 
us ip ntaintain the best of contEuct towards our parcnts. 
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brothcrs and sisters and towards OLtr other ncat reia- 
tives : 






Neighbours who are near, neighbours who are 
strangers, the campanions ty your side. (iV : 36) 

Three categories ot ncighbours have been spokcn 
of in ihis verse and it is expmeJ of ns to maimain 
cordial relations with all cif thcm. 


The phrasc 'neighbours who are ncar' denotcs 
ncighbours whu may also happen to bc our relatwes; 

■ ncighbours who are strangers' denotcs those with 

■ whum we have no faLrihly ties, and 'companions by 
your sidc' mcans persons with whom wc come inio 
contact lcjnporarily in ihe course of uur daily ac- 
livitles, likc a casual acquaintance', in antimate frityid, 
a feUow-traveller, a classmatc and a collcague, 
whalever ihcir rcligious denominatiom Islam reminds 
us ihat we havc an abligaiion lo be frieiidly and 
syrapathhttc towards all the three calcgodes of ncigh-^ 
bours. 


Says the holy Prophet : 

''He who bclieves in God and the Day of Recom- 
pensc will never hami his nelghbour.*' 

"He is not a Muslim who cats his fill and lets 
his neighbotir go hungry, " 
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It 15 narriitcd Lhat thc Apostic of God onco &itn'“ 
phaticaily c^ctaimcsd, ''He-Hc is nol a holievcr in 
GodJ' The que5tioii was asked, "O Apostle of Cod 1 
Who is not a be]icver in God T The Prophet observcd* 

ho.se neighbour does not foel seciire nn his ac- 
coiint." 

Yet itnother Tradition rcads : 

"He shall noi go to Hcavcn from whose mischieT 
his ncighbours do not fcel sccure." 

It is rcportcd that oncc a Companion said co thc 
Propliet;, Sir, there is a woman ahout whom it is said 
thai shc offers a great dcal of prayors. obseryes a 
great deai of tasis and does a great deal of chariiy, 
btJt shc also causes a grcat dcal of troublc to her 
neigJibours owing lo the sharpness of hcr tongue." 
The holy Prophet observed, 'She will go to Hell" 
Thc Companion thcn said. "O Apostic of God ! There 
is anoihcr wornan about whom it is said that shc 
Giigages hcrseir Jittle in prayers, fasting and charity 
(that is, she obseiwes the supercrogatory prayers. fasis 
and charity less than the first woman) but ncver of- 
feTids her neighbours by hertonguc,: The holv Prophei 
observcd, "Siie will be in Heavcn." 

BrothcrsrSuch are the rights of ncighbours in 
rsiani, Aias, how^ iicedless have we now grown to 
them ] 

Rights of Uie Weak and the Poor 

So far wc havc dealt with the rights o^ men w ith 
whom wc havc an inttinate personal connetion of sonie 
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kind^ whether nf family or neighbourhood or busincss 
or frlends!dp. In addiliun to thcse, [slam has confeiTed 
certain special rights un ihe weaker and ihe poorer 
sections of the soclcty and on cvery kind of a necdy 
pcrson. It has bccn made thc duty of all well-to-do 
peoplc to look after thcir wcll-bcing Esnd to scrve theni 
in whaievcr way they can. The inore prospcrous 
among MnsHms shouhl reaitsetliat thcir leas fortunate 
brethren^ too, havc a share in thcir wealth and othcr 
capabilitieSr The Quran has cnjoined at a number of 
placcs ihat thc needs of the orphans^ the weak and 
Ihe indigcnl and other needy and destituie persons 
shoLild be takcn care oh the himgry shouid be fed, 
ihe iH-ciad shouid bc clothed, and, so on, 

It is narratcd thEit oncc ihe Prophei joincd two 
of his flngcrs and showing thcm lo thc Coinpanions 
said, "He who supports an orphan shall bc as closc 
to ine in Hcaven as arc tiiese fmgers to each-otljer." 

Hc is also rcporied to havc observect : 

*’He whu endeavours to rclieve the widow, the 
depressed and the nccdy is as onc who sirives in the 
.'iervice of Gnd, and, in Divine reward, he is a.s one 
who peniianently fasts durlng the day and spen^is 
one ’s nights in praycrs." 

''Pced thc hungry, visit tJie sick and free the 
capiivcsd' 

"Heip the dist.rcssed and be a gutde to those who 
havc- lost thcir w"iy." 
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No distinctionhas bccn drawn in thc above Tradi- 
tions of thc Prophet between a Muslim and a non- 
MuslinL A!1 poor and necdy persons have a claim on 
us no rtiatter to what religion thcy belong^ We cannot 
withhoid our hclping hand froni anyone on thc ground 
that hc is noi a cD-rcIIgioniHi. In sonie Traditions, the 
Prophet has eithorted us to show kindncss also lo 
aninials and promised great rcward to thosc who take 
puy on Ihese diinib creatures of thc Lord. 

Islam. truly^ is a blessing to the entirc uniyerse 
and Ihe w^olc of creation, and otir guide and masicr, 
Prophct Mohammad fPcace be upon whom), mercy 
to ihe w^orlds/' The pity is that we o^urselyes have 
wandercd away troni his teachings. Would to God 
thai we, too. bccame a mercy to the wholc world by 
becoming true MusHms. 

Rights of Muslims oti Each-Other 

Purther, there Is a special claim of Musiims on 
each'Other which f!ows out of thc common bond of 
Islam. 

Said the Prophct : 

"Evcry Mustim is a Muslim’s brother* He should 
ncUher harm him (iimself ncn lc3vc him alone (whcn 
someone else docs so but try his best to heip him anij 
to prntecl him). Whoevcr among you will fulfil the 
need pLhis brother God will take ii upon Himself lo 
fu]fil his necdST ^ud a Muslim whu wiii removc the 
distress Qf a Muslim brother wilT, imreturn, fm(i a 
distrc ss of his removcd by God on the Day of Requ iial. 
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atiJ iinyom who will hidc the shame af a MLislim, his 
sins will bc h]dd.en by God on thc Lasi Day/' 

''Do [io( bcar a grudgc or enmity against each- 
other. du not bc jcaloiis of caeh-oihcir, and do not 
indulgc in bockbiting. 

''Livc like brothers and ihc servams of One God, 
It is not allowed to a Muslim to ceasc to be on talking 
terms with a Muslim, for mtirc than threc days/' 

'The lifc. honour and propcrty of a Muslim arc 
sacTcd ff3r amiher.'' 

will now^ close thc prcsenl disussion on 
sociyl rclations and nmiual rights and Jutics with tlie 
following TroJitkm whkh alone is cnough to fill our 
hcarts with fcar. 

The Prophet is rcpGrteJ one Jay to havc put thc 
t|uestioti to thc Companions, "Wtio is r paupcr T' Thc 
Compunions rcplictit "Our otiister i A pauper is a 
person who is wjthout u petiny of his own," Thc 
Prophet said, "Nk>* A paupcr among us is a man who 
will appear on thc Day of Recompense wtth a large 
stock of prayers^ fasting and alms^gE^ing but in the 
wwltl he would havc abuseJ sonieoue, slandcrcJ 
somconc, bcaten snntcone ahd chcatcd anJ trans- 
gressed agatnsi somconc. Whcn hc wiil bc matie to 
stand at thc Plocc of Rcckoniiig thosc against whont 
hc wuuld havc becn guilty of thesc trtmsgressions will 
comc forward and thcy wjll bc givcn rroin. Eiis gooJ 
dceJs what will bc due to ihcm till all ihc fund of hia 
good dccds will bc CKhausicd and, ihcn, the sins nf 
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the aggricved pEinies wi]l bc ^orced down upon him 
and he will» altimaielyt hc thrown into HellJ^ 

BrniherSt" PoniJer ovei' thls Tradition antJ think 
how' utterly njinous and disastrous it ts for us to 
encroach upon thc righi of others and to indulge in 
hack-bhitiig, siander or abusc. lfyouhave transgrcssed 
against anyone or usurpcd his rights, makc amcnds 
for it in yonr 1ifelirne, pay back ro him what may bc 
his due or scek his ^orgbeness, and rcsolvc sinccreJy 
to bc carctul in futurc othcrwise it is going lo cost 
you very dcar In thc lifc to comc. 


B3 - What Islain [s 7 


Lesson 9 


Good Manners And 
Noble Qualities 

Guod nianners and noblc ^uaEities of mtnd and 
characlijr enjoy a pJace of crncjal Importancc In ilie 
s^truciure of l:^lamk teachings. Moral ovoJution and 
upliti wa<: one of the main oljjects fof whicli thc 
sacred Prophet was raised up. Tiie Prophct himself 
has said : 

"1 litWe bcciii seiu dowti by God (o teach moral 
virtucs and lo evolve them to highest perfcction. 

iinportance 

An idca of thc supremc importancc [siam at- 
taehes to the cuhivation of good nianncrs and noble 
mnral quatitics can bc obtained froEn thc under-nien- 
tioned Traditkms of tlie Prophet : 

'Thc besl of you are thosc who possess the bcsi 
of manners,'’ 

'^Oei ihe Day or Recompense nearcsl (o me will 
be onc who displays in onc‘s dady Iifc thc best of 
manncris." 

’'On dic Day of Reckoning thc mosr weighty itcin 
itt che ‘Balancc ot Dceds' will bc good manners.'' 
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Oncc a Compiinion asked the Prophet^ "What is 
iherc thal lukes Miisliin to paradise?'’ The Prophei 
rcplicdj 'Tear of God anJ good inartners.“ 

Thc Prophei, again, is rcported to havc saSd, ’'A 
Muslim with good manticrs and good inora) dispusi- 
lion gets the sanie reward as he who tasts (permancnt- 
ly) during the day and spcnds his nights in prayer," 

The last Traditton tclls thal a bc]icvcr who pos- 
sesses gmd manners and carrtcs oui scrupulously thc 
moral duiies hiposcd on him by God but does not 
engagc himsclf much in supcroragatory Pasts and prayers 
attains die degree of ext:ellence nf iJic man whn stands 
up tn piayer all night and fasts all day tong. 

The Cursc (if Bad Manners 

Wc havc hccn warned by thc holy Propltei in an 
e^uidly forcefLil manner against the curse nf bad man- 
ncrs, Hc has said : 

"A man whh bad manners and a bad moral con- 

shall nol entcr Paradtse.'' 

"Nn sin ismorcdctcstable to Godthan bad nutnners."' 

Some More Important ^irtues 

Though Ln ihc Quran and ihc Tradhions wc are 
taiEghl tO' cuk]vate all goud and nobte moral and social 
qtialities and to avojd everything tliat is mcan or 
wickcdj hcrc wc will takc up onty SLECh virtucs as arc 
morc important and without which no one can lio-pc 
to bc a good Moslim and a true believcr. 
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Truthlulne&s 


TriJihfulncss is ii m^ittcr of such supreme coiise- 
ijuence in Islam Ehtit in addition to speaking Ehe rrulh 
always a Muslim is exhortcd also to kccp company 
nnly wirh those thaE are tmthtul. The Quran staies ; 


"O ye ^'}w helie\f€ f year Grtd 
and he onty -wirh fhose y\iiho are 
trtie (iii nwrd oud deed}. 


{IX : J19} 




j a 

i,- j 




Says the Prophet : 

"He who wishes to love Gnd and Hk Apostb, or 
wislies God lind I{ls Apostlc to love him, rnust take care 
to speak noihing but tlie truth whenevcr hc speaksj' 

"Speak the truih cven if ynu sce your ruin or 
death in it for, surcly, salyation and life lie atone in 
truth, and avoid fulsehood even iT it may hokl out to 
yuu the promisc of success and sa1vation for the end 
c>f fa!schood is nothing but failurc and fruslration/' 

Once thc Prnphet was asked, "What is the 
hallmark fjf thc dwcllers uf Paradlsc ?" Thc Prophel 
rcplied, "Truth^uhtessd^ 

b 

Convejsc3y. another Traditlon reads : 


'To bc a tiiir is one of thc speclaJ signsi of a 
hypocrite." 


It was asked nl tlie PropJict whether a bclicver 
could be a cow^ard. He said, "It is possihlc." It w^as 
askcd wiicther a bclievei could be a miser. Hc said. 
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IT is possibien" Againj it was asked of him whether 
a bcliever could be a Ilar. Hc said, "No". {T]\c idea 
of ihe Propliet was that a believcr in God coiild not 
devclop thc filthy liahit of lying. Paith tcmld never 
accotTtodatc fiilschood; they eould not go togcthcr)^ 

Puiniling Promises 

It is also a part of truEhfu]nGss that whcn a 
, promisc is made ii shoulcJ be fulfllled. Thc puran ancl 
Tradttioiis are very elear nn thc point. Our Taith 
dcmaniis nf us ncvcr tn go back on our piedgcd word, 
States the Quran ; 


And fuiji{ (^very) ensagerneni. ^ i O 

for (e¥ety) eiisagemem wjfi be 
enqaired inu> Day of 

netkoninsJ 

{XVI/ ■ 


Tofu!fii ifte eonirnas whkh ye 
hove made* 


f// r 22} 


And the Tradiiians srty ; 





"Hc who tbes not fulfil promises made hy him 
has no share in tlie fai[h.'' 


"Npt to luhil one's promises fs a. spccial sign of 
a hypocrite." 


Trustworthiness 

Closely allied tn truthfuiness is the quality of 
trustw'orthincss. It is An important branch of h. Isbm 
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has iaid a special emphasb on it atso. Here is what 
thc Quran says ■ 

CoU dolli command you to 

render back ya«r TiuUs lo ihose , ^ - -r ” i ^ 

!o they ore dm, 

iIV : 58} 

AnJ the TraJitionK : 

"Pcople ! In whom ihcrc \s n.o trustworthiness, 
in hini there is, so to speak^ no fakh.'' 

"Look rrot alone ai anyonc’s prayers and fasls to 
JeciJe abont his spiritual e^cellence (that is, do nat 
bc impressed hy anyone“s spiriiuaUty simply because 
yau fmd hini devom in hi.s praycrs and fasts). You 
should also see that he is truThftj3 when he speaks, 
reslores honestly whai hc Eaas recciyed in tmst lo 
whom it is due. nnJ remains righteous in limes of 
advcrsii>' and sijfl:'ering," 

Justice 

JuStice is ai' integrai part of isiamii: ethics We rriList 
pracdse ii In all spheres nf lite, Tlte Qur:m states ; 

God commtinds Justice ard 
doing of good. J 

{XVi : /V} 

In Islam wc are commanJed m he Just and tair 
nol unty low^ards our owm peopie or ct>-re\igionisls. 
bul also Ltjwards others cverL if they be the eneniies 
nf nur I]fc, propcrty or faith, It is candidly stated in 
ihe Quran that : 
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Anii not hnJredo/others 
m yaii make you £werve. to wrong 
and depart Jmm Jusiice^ Be Just: 
thas is nexf ro piety^ 

iV: 9} 




1 “'^ ^ 5 ^^ ^ 


Tlie iibovc vcrse eiijojiis justke to ihosc alsu. 
indivjduals as well as commiiniiiesj wlio may bc har- 
bouring ill-will against us. OtlierwisCr we are suic tn 
incLir thc displeasuro of God atnl become gricvoii5 
sintiers and criminals in Hjs sighu 

To rcfer now to some uf thc Traditkns : 

'Thc most belovcd oTimen m the sight of Cod, 
on the Day nf Rcsurrectionj and the nearesl to Him. 
shall be thc just ieadcr; aiul the mosi halcful uf meti 
in thc sight oi God un ihe Day of Resurrcction, and 
ihe iarthcst rcmoved froin Hiin, shali be thc lyrannical 
ruicr/' 

The Prophct is reponcd to havc enqijircd one 
day rroni ilie Companions. "'Do ynu know wlio will 
bc the ftrs[ to come undcr tlic shaduw of Divine Mcrcy 
nn (he Day ot Rcquiia] Thc Coinpanions rcplied, 
'^'God and His Apostle know^ best." 

Thc ProphcT thcn said, "Tltcy will bc thnse whu 
accept a trtist whcn ii is offercJ io them and rcsiorc 
it wiljingly lo the righ[fu] ciaimarn when thcy arc 
askcd lo dn .su, and w^ho judge in respcct of uthcrs 
esactiy as [hey would in icspect of thcnise3vcs." 
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Tlie pity h tiiat we oijrsclvcs havc forgottcn thc 
g^lorious lcachirsgs of Islam, lf wc can pmduce thcse 
^Ljalilics m us loday and bccomc tru[hfiil in word and 
cEecd, and honcsi in thc nmttcr of our trusts and 
promiscs, and jusl and fair in our dcalings wiih othcrs, 
thc success of thc workl is bound to kiss oiir feet and 
wc will attiiin a iiigh placc in Ihc paradisc too. 

Coiiipassion atid Fargiveoess 

To fcel pily on a feHow human being in distress, 
to i>e compassionatcly drawn towards him. to bring 
him succour, lo pardon ihc guilly and the dcfaultcr 
are yirtues wltich arc valucd very highly in Islam. 
Take these Traditions, for instEince : 

^'Show kindncss. and kindness wiM bc shown to 
you; forgivc, aniJ ycm wiM bc fbrgivcri."' 

"Thcy will not ohiain thc mercy i:)f God in wEiosc 
hearts therc is no teehng of kindlincss ff}r oihers." 

*'His sins will not be forgiveri by God who docs 
noT torgivc ilic fEiults of others." 

"Gud wili hiiye mercy upon them that arc mer' 
ficn1. Trcai kindly thc dwcllcrs of thc earth, Hc wlio 
dwells in the heavcns will ircat you kindly." 

It is iipparent fromi ihc tasi Tradition thai our 
kindlmcss and gcntility is noi to bc contmcd to our 
own people alnnc. We ought to bc kind anij cnmpas- 
siniiatc towards fri.cnd aml foe alike and tn all the 
creatures ihat exisL on [he carth. 
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II Is reporttjd from thc Prophcr that oncc a person 
who wii$ trEiyelling by road s£tw a dog licking wei 
carth in ihe -dgony of its thirsr, The travellcr was 
niOYCd by the spcctacle and guve water to thc dog to 
drink. This simplc seryicc of the man lo thc rhirsting 
dog pleascd God so mnch that He blcssed him with 
salyation. 


Tcnderness 

Tcnderness In monetaiy dealings, and in all other 
fjclds of one^.s activhy, and thc rcadincss to oblige 
and tn put other.s at easc are all vir(ues of thc liighest 
order in (hc Islainic palterti of moralily. Wc will 
rcprodiice two Iraditions of thc holy Prnpbci in sup- 
port of pur contention Said lic : 

"riclt*s fire is- forbiddcn for thosc tllal arc miki 
and gcntle and tnake it casy for others to dca! with 
themi." 

"God h coiiipassionatc and likcs compassion m 
His crciitnres. Hc granis inore tt> ihc ktnd and the 
tenJcr-hearteJ than to tho&L?. thui urc hargh arid scYcrc:," 

Self-Restrairit 

Tolcrancc. affahility, Kcir-rcstraint. and thc 
ahiiity to t:on.trc:)] one’s lcmper and to ovcrlonk whai 
is unplcasant aiid disagrecablc are cjunlLtics that IsEam 
w^ants cveryonc lo Cu]tiv£iie, Believcrs who posscss 
Ihesc finc moral attributes hold a very high ptacc in 
the estimarion of Gnd, 
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In thc Quran where a mcmion h niadc of ihc 
bl&ssed ones fQr wltom ihe paradise has bcen laid £>ui 
such pcoplc arc specifically rctcrrctJ to ' 

Who resirutn ang e r mtd pardon j 

(oU menK 

(///; i.W 1 i 

.Sakl thc Prophet : 

''God will hold back His punishmcnt from him 
who wiH hold back his angor/' 

BJcsscd, imJced, are men who remcmhcr thcse 
verses Lmd Traditions dtiring moments of proYocadon 
and exerdse rcstraint. and, in return, God siays His 
chastiscmcm from them i 

Genlleiiess af Speech 

Gcntlencss of speech is a rcligioujs vhtue in Islam 
and rLideness a sin, Thc Qiiran dcdarcs ; 

Specik Jdir w ihe Peopfe. , 

{H: SSi 

VVe havc it fro[n the Prophet that ; 

'To spcak politely is piety and a kiml of charity.’' 

"To indiiige in imcmpcrate iLmguagc and in harsli 
behayiour is lo perpeirate an tnjustice and thc home 
of mjusiicc Ĕs Hel]." 

''Rudene.ss in spcech is hypocrisy fLc,, ihc ^uality 
of a hypocrite)/’ 




’ UJkJ J 
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Humility 

| [iuni]ir>' is a viniie Islam wants its foIlt>wers tcs 
practisc as a distlniiuishing fcature t>f their moriil and 
spiritual behiivicnir. Tl does noi become a Muslim lo 
be Itaughty or YEtinglorious. 


Greatness with God is not for thosc wlio look Jown 
upon others. InstCLid, it belongs ro those who desist froin 
thinking too highly ot thcrrvsclvcs and practisc rricak- 
ncss and humiliiy. In the words of thc Qura[i: 

And slie ser^anss <jJ'(Cod) Most Cracious are Ihose 

who i)r>alk on flie earih in Humili^y^ 

(XXV : 63} 


ThaJ Home of ihe Hereo^ser Tkc ^ ^ 

shoii give ro shose \.yho itsseml nof ^ 

hishhotsdedsiess or mischie/ on ^ 
eanh. 

(XXVIH : R3 J ^ 1 = Ui ( 


Thc ho]> Prophet has said : 

"He who obscrves humility God will miikc hirn 
st> exaltcd thatt ultEntatcly, hc wili attatn (hc highesl 
gratlc in Paradisc.'' 

On thc olhcr handi. prtdc is so grcaTl> rcpugnant 
to God that thc .sacrcd Prophct has warned tis, agatn 
antj again, againsl it in such sirong words : 
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"Whocver JilIs pridĕ in hts heari eveTi of the 
wcighi (3f £in atom shall bc cast head-long into ihc 
Hell by God/' 

"W'hc!cvcr has pnde in his hcart cvcn of the wcigh 
af the weighl of a niustard sccd \ shal[ not entcr 
Pariidisc/' 

"Bcware of pridc [ Pridc was the sin which firs( 
of all ruincd Thc DeviL" 

almighty Gotl savc us all ffnm the Satanic 
cvl] uf pridc, and cndow oljj hearts and minds with 
mcckness anci humilkj' whioh He adniires so much 
and whkh is ihe synihol of His shivcs. 

[t nccds, however, bc rcmembered thai it is 
demanded af us to pracLlse meekncss ami humility in 
our personal mattcrs and not in matters where irutlt 
□r fakh is involVed, Wlien it comcs lo faith or tmth 
wc niust bc bold and nutspoken and give thc fullesi 
proof of couragc and firmncss of this ts the wdll of 
Gnd for such ocoasions. 

Thc way of a Muslitn> in sum, is that whilc he Isnieek 
and humblc is hls own irnjividual sphere of existencc. 
he is firm iikc a rook and allows nekhcr fEar nnr 
weakness to comc near him wherc- failh or iruth or 
justicc is at siake. 


I Thc wcjrJ occuring In thc origiTinl is Racc (Amsipis ramosa^J 
which is 3 kind ol' rniisrarcl-sccd wjrh very sinall gminiS-- 

Translalor 
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Courage and PortiEude 

Thcre occut periods of liardship and adycrsity 
En thc livcs of mcn. Sometimes ihcre is wam, somE- 
limcs thcrc is discasct somctiines our encmies harass 
us, And. so forth. For such sitMSitions the tcaching of 
tslam is that we shtnild bcar thcm w ith courage and 
fortitudc, remain tlrm and stout of hearl and do nol 
wavcr from our principles inspite of a thousand trials 
and calamities thal may assaii us. For such men titcrc 
is the assorance of the Quran that they are thc Reloycd 
of G(jd : 


J’or God thosĕ £/?■<? 
paiimt and pĕri;everin^. 

(ili : 1461 

God^ surĕly, h thoiae who 
paiienliy perseveni. 

iU : 153} 


j> ? i_if Jc j 4 _ ^ 


176^^ 


And to Jirm mid patieni in 
pain ior snfferin^} and adversity 
and ihrougti ait periods of pauic. 
Sueh are the peopte a/ truih, the 
Gs3£i'/£;ari>i!^. ^ir 

(11 -■ 1771% 




And thc Prophct says : 

"No boon confcrred on man morc precious thar 
that of pattcnce.'' 


"Paiience is one-ha]f of taith.’' 
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Contr^iriiy, impalience^^ chkkemhjeartedncss aniJ 
cowardicc are the most lamcniablc of Evils against 
wliich lhc Prophct uscd to bcg God for rcfugc Iti his 
praycrs. 

Sincerity 

Smcerity is the lifc and souS of thc emire morat 
edificc of Islam, nay. of Islam iiself. By stncerity we 
mean that all (sur dceds and actions should solcly be 
tor thc sakc of God ancl prompied by no oiher urgc 
than to earn His approbatlon. Apart from it, thcrc 
musi be no othcr desire, motivc or mtcntion bchind 
whatcvcr we do. 

Munotheism which is tlie arch-stonc of Isbm 
atiains fuifi]menT thruugh sinccrity, Pasth in Divinc 
Urtity reniains imperfeci imless all our acts arc pcr- 
formed wholly for thc sakc of God, am] we have no 
other objective bcfore us whilc carrying thcm olie 
cjtcept and winnlng of Divine plcasurc and rcward. 
Statcs rhe Prophct : 

'^He who lovcs or hates, offcrs favours or wdth- 
hokJs dicm, and whaie^cr he does, docs so tor thc 
sake of God, hc perfccts his ^aithJ^ 

ll shows ihai a pcrfcct Muslim in thc sight of 
God is only he who succccds in subordinating liis 
entirc conduct, his soriaJ rctauons and all his othcr 
atTairs lo the Will of God and is iioi innuented in 
Lhem by his pcrsoniil desire or likcs or disltkcs or by 
any otlicr Ltrges or impLilsiuns. 


Annthcr Tradiiion rcads i 
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'^God is not rega,rdful of your fine yLsagcs or 
your wcaiih. He is regardtu) only of your heart!; and 
inienEions," 

Thc idca of thc above Tradition is that God will 
judge artd rcquit on the basis of our ntotivcs and 
intentions* 

Now. herc Ls a Tradition willi which wc proposc 
to round off tlie prescnt discussion. Abotit this Tradi- 
lion it is rcportcd that Abu Huraira of(cii uscd to jaint 
whik he relatcd h, Ii says : 

rhe firiit of thosc wiio siuill bc cajlcd to account^ 
on thc Day of Rcsurroction. shaU bc one who liad 
tcarned ihe wliolc ut' thc Qu.ran by hcan, and hc who 
had bccn kilEed in thc way ol' God. and hc who had 
an abundancc oT weaith. Thcn shall Gtid suy to him 
who had gol ihc wholc of ihc Quran by hcirt. 'Did I 
not tcadi thcc what rcvcalcd to my Prophet '}'* Hc 
W’l 1I say. 'Ycs, my Lord !’ God will ask, 'And whai 
hast thou donc wiih regard lo w'hat thou didst learn 
therein?' He will say. M was consiantly at M in the 
hours of night and rn the hours of day. l learni it 
my.sclt and taught it to othcrs, and 1 did it atl forThy 
sakc alonc'. God will say. Thou m a iiar; thou didst 
only dcsirc ihai rncn shoutd .say that such ;m onc was 
a rccieter or thc QLsran and tliai lias bccn ,sakl alrcaJy’ 

"And the mastcrof wealth .shall be brought beforc 
Gtjd, ani;l God shall say. '^Did i not givc thcc an 
abundance of w^ealth. so tliai thou wast not in want 
of anything 'r He will say, 'ycs. niy Lord !‘ God 
wdll say, 'And what hast thou donc with what t gave 
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tliee r He will answcr, ‘1 rcgarded thc righis of 
kinship and gavc alms and I did so for Thy sake/ 
God wiil say, "Thou art a liai; those clidst dcsire thai 
nicn shoiiid say tliat such aii one was a gcnerous manT, 
and that has bccn said already.’ 

"Then shail hc w^ho had bcen killcd in the way 
of Cod be brought bcfore liim, and God wiJI say to 
him, 'What was it that thnu wasi killcd for ?" Hc will 
rcpiy, -Thou didst hid us tn dn JeJmd in Thy was and 
J toughi and was killed.' Gnd wdl say, 'Tliou art a 
liar; thou didst dcsire that men should say ihal such 
an nne was a va]iatit man. and thai has bcen said 
already.' 

'Tntese arc ihe ihrce men who, ot' al) creaturcs, 
shal] be first sent into Fire,'' 

BrotJiers.-Now, Ict us OJtantinc our thoughis and 
deeds in ihe light of thc ahove TraJitJon and sce whcrc 
do wc .stand in the sigln of God ! 

0 Allah ! Enduc our licarts wltii sinccrity and 
set right our molivcs and intentinns and make uj; Thy 
devoted, dedicatcd slavcs. 
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Lesson 10 


Love Of God, The 
Prophet And 
The Faith 

Islam rcqmrs of us to belfeve m God aod! His 
Apostlc aml lo observe Na??iaZt Roza, Zakaf and Hajy 
anJ to iead a ]ifc of picty and honcsty an<J goodncss 
aml gcntility anJ nioral and social rcctitude and scl^" 
disdpline. In t.hc same way,. it is also one of jts 
fundamenta[ teachings tliat vvc shoukl hold Gndn tho 
Prophei and |he hoiy Paith dearcr to our hcarts thun 
cverythLng ctse, niay it bc our parents, childrcn, lifc^ 
honour nr propcrty. In ptain words what it means is 
thal should a Linie come when 1) nmy invuive the risk 
of rifc, honour or property or of any other wmldly 
ilting ur intcrcsT lo abide by the fa]th of Islam and to 
rcmain loyal to the injiinctions of God and the Prophet 
ihen wc niust not brcak away from God and thc 
Prophet and thc holy Paith irTcspeciive of wltat the 
conse^ucnces may bc. 

It has tjccn stressed repeatcdly in thc Quran and 
thc Ti aditions ihat thosc whn may daim Lo bc Muslims 
but do nnt possess as strong a dcvoiion for God, thc 
Prophct and ihc Pairh as this are, Ln fact, not true 
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Musliin!?. What is uiore, th(jy aTe tJcscrviiig nf Divine 
chastisemcrn. Reads Surci-i-Tauba i 


Say : "i/if b€ ihaiyour /athers, 
your yaiir brothers, yonr 

maies, or your i'indre.d : fhe 
weaitii thiii ye hav€ gained: fhe 
cornmerce ift ^vhich ye fear a 
declinei arthe dyveUiiigs itt which 
ye deiight are dearer to ytJ-ii than 
God, iind His Apostle, or the 
siri\it\g in His caase; then wait 
antii God bi^ings ahout His 
decisiun: and God guides nnt rhe 
reheliions." 


■■ 24i 




^>0-* 
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Those who love thcir parcnts or children or life 
or honour or property niorc tJian they lave. God and 
care morc for thcir protccMon or wcll-bcing than for 
His pleasurc and thc defencc and progrcss of His faith 
are un^uestinnably disiayal to God and worthy of His 
punishnicni. A Tradition says : 

"He alone wiil tastc thc swectness of ihc faith 
whci possesscs thesc tlirec puaiities: thc iovc of God 
and thc Prophct comcs lo him before cvcrything clsc; 
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he k)ves whotn Im loves sokly for iJie sake of GoJ; 
thc idca of going back lo apostasy after tie has 
cmhraccd [slam is as reptigiiant to him as bdng thrown 
intD the flrc.'* 

In thc sight of God and thc Proplict a truc and 
genuine Muslim is a pcrson whnsc dcyotlon to Gocl 
Eind His Apostlc and thc Paith is strongcr than lo 
anyothcr pcrson or thing in tlic world so much so thai 
when he lovcs anothcr human bcitig he loves hini for 
the sake. nf God, aiid who Is so sincere ly and puwer- 
fulty atiachecl to the Islamic faith that thc vcry thought 
of lcaving it and revcrting back to apostasy niay bc 
as painful to h im as bcing easl into Ihe firc. 

Says the Pruphet: '^Mone of you can be an honest 
Mtislim and a truc believer unless hts love for tuc 
cxcec[Js thc tove he has for his parents, children or 
any other human bcing m ihc world,"^ 

Brothcrs^ Islam, rcally is nnthing bcsidos sur^ 
render and submissinn to God and thc Prophct with 
all onc's heari arsd soul and thc readiness to sacrifice 
every auachiuent, longing or interest for the sake of 
tlie Paith as thotiholy Companions hatl donc and as 
the statc ss of the triic and devuted servants of Gu.d 
cvcn today^ howcver smait may their number bc. May 
we alsn bc one of thcm ! 
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Lesson 11 


Preaching And 
Propagation 

Esstntia] as it is for us to affirm in God 
and thc PropheL and to fol]ow_with rigtueousness PHiJ 
smceruy ihc stralglu path of rs!am. ii is also of no 
mc!m imptsrtante thai we sTroye oarncsily to guidc 
thc others, too, to thc path of the taltli who arc ignoraiu 
of it 0) Who rnay bc unwiiling to adopt it on accoum 
of prejudict; oi spintual malaise, As God has phced 
on us thc dLity of being His pious, devoui and faithfui 
scryants so also has He madc it ohligatory fbr us to 
work among His othcr creaturcs as wcll towards the 
sanie end, that is^ towards making them also His 
pious, devout and faithful sciyants. That is what is 

mcant by thc seryice of faith and its preaching and 
propag Jitlon. 

^ This work is so grca: in the sighi of God thai 
for it He sent down thuusands of Prophcts inio thc 
world. The Prophets borc (remendous hardships and 
wen( ihrnugh thc seyeresi of trials and prjyations to 
carry oiit thcir mission, They worked tbr ilic moral 
and spiritua[^reform and uplih of mankind (May (he 
c(cima] blcssings nf God bc on them thcir companinns 
and supportcrs). 
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The glorious chatn of Prophecy anJ Apostbshtp 
endeJ witli tlie last of the Prophcts, Prophet Moham- 
mad (Peace iinJ Blesimgs of God be upon whom). 
Through him also God procbimcd to ihc worlj that 
nn more Prophets would now bc riiised up for thc 
guiJance of humanity» Thc celestial tnission shall now 
bc carried on by those who had accepted his guidance 
anJ thc rcligion hc had brought with him into thc 
world. 

In snni, aftcr the lermmalinn nf thc kiminous 
Hnc of Apostles thc rcsponsihility for preaching antl 
propagation of ^aith and religious instruction and 
reform of mankind has Tallen wholly upon thc 
shoulders oT thc fQllawcTs of the sacred Prophct. This 
honour, indced, ĕs unic|uc. tn thc Quran, ihe very 
objcct n^ the raising up of Muslims has hccn dcRned 
as nothing but this : 


Yait arĕ ihe hesf of' Peopies. 
ev{}lve{l fvr mutikind. enjoinm^ 
wfsa! is righs, fori}iiiding whas r,r 
and iti God. 

an : NO} 


'y 3'!/^ tj ^ 




The Muslims were, thus, superior lo all other 
peoplcs and comniunillcs for the siniple reason that 
thcy, in adJition to adopiing for iheiiiseWcs Ihc path 
of faith an,d righteousnesSp werc chargcd with the 
speoial. duty of striying to brtng othcrs aho to practise 
whal was right and lo avoid what w^as wron^. tt was 
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bccause of this thcy wcrc j^iyen the dJStmction 
of bcing the 'Bcst of Peoplcs\ It is also e^ident froin 
thc above ^crsc iliut shtjuld thc Muslims fail to dis- 
chargc the iunction tliey wauld not only forfcil tlic 
claim lo ihe disEinction biit would also render thcnisclves 
litiblc to be punishcd by God for ncglecting the duty 
H& had assigned to thcin, Lci us itike ati illustration : 
sijppuse a cotiipany of sentrlcs is posted in a lown by 
thc GoYCmment it] clieck the iniiuoral activliics of its 
ciii7cns and the scntrtes noi ^ly fait ru pertorm thcir 
duty bul^ what is more, they themselyes bcgin to indulge 
in the transgiessions thcy wcre rcquired to supprcss. 
Mow witl. diey bc rctaincd in service and rewarded by 
thc GovernmctU or taken .scvcrcly to task by it for their 
negligcnce and misconJuct 7 Ii wil!, tertainiy, not Iw 
jrnpropcr or unjusi if tHey wcre punished morc scvere]y 
tltan the othcr offcndt:rs. 

The conditions prcvaiUng in thc eniire Muslims 
world today arc so ejitrenicly dcplurable that wiiut to 
speak of tJie prcaching of the fahh and thc correction 
aBd rctorm oi' otliers, nol morc than rivc or ten pcr 
cent of Muslims Lheniselvcs arc true to Islam dnd do 
good deeds and abstrain from wliai is cvil and 
prohibitcd. In thcse circumstances, u becomcs our 
primary duty to carry out ihc mission of niuraL and 
spiriiual rcform aod guidancc among uur t>w'n pcople- 
ajnong such scctions of thcm a.s havc driftcd mourn- 
fully away from ihc path 'o^ failhiand moral 
uprightnesH. 

One (jf thc rcasons for it is that ihosc who cali 
EhcmseJves, or arc known as MLislinis, whatever be 
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their practkai stalc, have, ahcr ailt forgetl a link 
bctween theiuselyes and God anJ His Prophel and the 
FaUh, and becoinc niembers f>f the Muslim brother- 
liood or Umniat, thruugh Ihe acceptance of Islani. 
SolicitLjde for thcir nioral and spiriuial well-being is 
our first rcsponsibjlity in any case in the satne was 
as Lhe responsibiUty of tooking after thc w^eltare of 
his own children and ncar relations is grcater on a 
nian than that of looking aftcr the svclfare of otheis, 

And, sccondly, bcforc everylhmg else. U Ls ihe 
acUial conditiOTt of Muslinis fiom which the world 
will gcnerally judgc about Islam, anJ ihe spectacle 
of degencration tliat Muslims, on thc whole. preseni 
thcsc days is such that it cannoi be CRpccted to make 
a very favOiirabie imprcssion on unyone in respeci of 
thcir faith, Thc. non-Musliin World is noi likcly to 
think very highly of ihc cjtcellent tcachings of tslani 
as long as MusUms remain what tiicy are tuday. On 
the uthcr hand. it is a fccUng of rcvuision and dislikc 
wlUch non-MuslIins usTjalty gcl aboui Islam whcn thcy 
]imk ai rhc moral and spirliual dcpths into which ihe 
Muslims have sunk. It lias always been like ihis, 
Peoplc have always formed thcir opinion, gooJ or bad 
or indifferent, about a reUgion trom thc actual moral 
and social .state of ks tdllowers. 

in ihe past when Mushnis uscd to he irue Mus- 
liins, observing strictly thc pustulaies of Lticir faith. 
pcople wcrc attracicd towartls Islam simply by seemg 
thcm. WJiolc nations and comniLiriitics were convcricd 
to Isiam in this way. Bui sincc the MusUins sank so 
luw ihal the majurity of them rcmained MusUms only 
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in nEtinc. th(;ir conducr Eind inariils grew un-Isbmic and 
their bearts got bcrett of taitli and rsghteousness the 
world has devcloped a prcjudice against Islam itsclh 

In tHniei we should rcEilisc the trtith of it clearly 
thiit thc daily ltfe ot' Musiims^ their social nnd mnral 
aud spiritual coiutuci and bchaviour, is ihe biggcsi 
testimony and the chief measuring rnd wUh regard to 
Isiam. lf thc practical llfe t>f Muslims is good ihe 
workl wil! fnr!n a good opinion aboui Islam, and it 
li is bad ihc opinion ihe world will iiCL|uire aboul 
Islam wlil also be bad, In iater casc, ihc preachrng of 
Islam among non-Muslims is dcsiined to bc truitless^ 
Hcncc, ihc succcss of all ihc efforis Eitmcd ai thc 
propagation of Islam jmoiig non-Muslims as wcll is 
depcndcnr on thc condilion that Islantic ]ifc, ue,* the 
tife of faith and rjghteous action becamc thc chicf 
aitribute of the cntirc Muslim commumty. Fonn this 
poini of view aiso ii is nccessary to sirive rirst ^or 
thc guidance and reformation uf Muslims and to 
launch ihe strugglc with all our might tor popularising 
the values pf Islamic litb- among them bcfore we turned 
our atieniion to olhers. 

The Quran has given Lhe task of rcrigious preach- 
ing, rctorm and guidance the name of jehad-i-Akbar. 
tlte great Jchad ^ If il is imdertaken in thc right spint, 
with sincerity and scincssness and solcly for thc sakc 
of wdnning Divine approbatlon, this work, dcfinitelyt 

L Thc i,-osnmen!5iE[)i-!i of ihi: Qurjn gtni.inilSy sjjrLicd llHiL 
thc V4;rfic, "S[rivi; agturtsi thcni wilh thi; ulmoiil slnenou.s.- 
tVi'Uh Lhc ^uraio", □! Siir*-i-FL[rqftn mcsn» thc 
prcachmg iuid oT biani. 
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of ^ 

Many peoplc supposc thai Jehad tneans only a 
war whjch is wagcd in the path of Gotl and according 
to thc rules and instrutdons laid down for it in the 
^hariat. Blie this h riot correct. The truth is thai 
whatevef endcavour that can be inadc at a particulai 
tmie h>r the prcaching and propagation of Islam and 
thc mora] and spiritual correction and guidance nf 
rnankind is the Jchad of that agc. 

The holy Prophet remaincd in Mecca for about 
twclve ycars aher the mamle of Apostlcship had lalicn 
upon hnn. Duhng this perlod thc Jehad of the Prophet 
and ns Companions consistcd ahogctlicr in adherine 
sLcadtastly to thc faiih inspiie of thc ternble persecu- 
imn onleashed on thcm hy ihc encmies of Isbm and 
Jn doing ali that by in thcjr power, openly as well as 
sccreily, ro sprcad the Diyine messagc of Islam and 

to rcmrrn tnorally and spTntually those who iiyed 
around them. 


To devote one.-jciP to thc noble task of guiding 
Ihe Jgnurant, the way-ward and the thoughtless to thc 
straight path of Eslam and of bringing them neyrcr to 
God, to spcnd onc s timc and money on it. and to 
sacrihce une^s comfort, all ihis, in any cElse, is Jehad 

m Djvjne c.stimatbn. In faci, it is the Jchad of the 
presem agc. 

_ TJtc rich rcward that awaits thosc in rhe Herc 
atter who engage ihemselvcs in this lotty cndcavour 
AS well as thc drcadftjJ punishmcnt rhat is going ra 
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fall to thc lot of tliosc who neglect it and do not 
particjpate in u can well bc iniaginctl trom the Ti^adi- 
lions we give below ' 

"A person who guides anoibcr to a dccd of yiruie 
shall rcceive the same recompetise tor it as thc doer 
of tiie deed atid iherc will bc no reduciion in the 
rcward nf ihe doer hioiselt bccause of itL 

What the Tradition means is thax suppose ten 
persons, or evcn fivc. were rctonncd through our 
effon and ihey canic to betieve in God and the Prophci 
and to obscrve ihc Divinc commandments- they hcgan 
to offer the Nfimaz and to carry oul other religiou-S 
Lluties and avnided whal was wrong and ^orbiddcrii- 
tiicn lijc rcwarti they will earn on it Joinily will be 
grantcd to us ak)ne’also. A liltlc thought will show 
ihat iherc ts simply no other way in which a pcrson can 
win so nnich rcwanj-thc reward of the praycrs and othcr 
pious and virlLious dccds ot hundrcds of men. 

Anothcr Ttadition of the holy Prophci says : 

"By The Almighiy. if only onc nian rcccivcs 
guldancc through you, ii Is better for you than red 

. 1. 1 'I 

camels 

As 'WC hcivo said carlierr the endeavour for 
juankind^s moral and spiritual guidance and rcforma- 
lion is a scrvicc of Ihe faitli of the highest ordcr and 
a ihlng bf outsianding mcrit and cxceUcnce. It is 


1 . 


Thi; Arahs in ihosc JiiyR placei a vcry hl^h vei|uc on 
rviJl cumcls. 
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ihc spccia! heritage lcft to us by the Propiiets. It 
incjin.s their dcputyship; it means their yicegerency. 

What wordly gain. what earihly glory. can compare 
with it ? 

Thc holy Prophcu in the Linder-mentioncd Tradi- 
lion, hns made use of a simple exarnplc to impress 
Ljpon Ljs dic importancc of the work of religiuus rcfor- 
malion and guidance, 

Hc said. Supposc thcrc: is a doublc .storeycti boat 
in which thc passcngers of thc bwcr deck havc to 
fctch watcr from ihc upper deok, Thls causes inmn^ 
ventencc to the oceijpaiiis of the upper deck and they 
do not Eike it. Now, if in their fooiishness 'the pas- 
scngcrs of the lowcr deck decidc not lo gn to thc 
uppcr deck. and tor their suppiy of waier they bettin 
to borc a Koic m thc bettorn of the boat. and L 
pa.sscrtge!.? of thc upper deck do not stop tliem TroiTi 
domg so, the entirc boal. wiih all ihe passengcrs, will 
sink. Bui if thc .occupants of thc upper deck some 
how managc ro dis.saudc the occupanis of the lowcr 
deck froni bOring tJie hole, they wiM siivc thc ocrtipants 
of [Jie lowcr dcck as well as thcmseiyes from being 
drowncd. Thc samc is tmc with wkkcdne.s.s tind sin. 

If a coinmunity, as a whok, dw-eJls in a state of 
ignorancc and sTnfulncss and iis cnJightcned and vir- 
tuous ^sections do not lakc steps to retbrni it and to 
bring it un (he rigltt path thcn DiYine punisljment will 
he scnt down upon it because nf its .sms and trangres- 
sions aiid the pinus^ aiid yiriuous membcrs of thc 
community wil| also be caughi in it. On ihc othcr 
hand, [f an endcayour is madc by tJiem to refomi rhc 
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sinners antl wrnng-docrjiH the ;whnlc communky wiii 
be saved.'^ 

Again, the Prophet is repurtctl to hnve said ■: 

"By ihe Almighty in whose power lies my life, 
du noi ncgtect tho duty of ^enjoming wltu: h tight 
and forhidding what is wrong/ Remcmbc.r if you 
ncglcctcd your duty it is quitc possiblc that God jnjglu 
send down His. punishmcnt on you and then all your 
prayers and suppiicalkms wilJ avail you nothing,.^' 

BrothcrSi-Some nf thc most enlightened and 
spirilually cvolvcd divincs af our ddy arc of the view 
that ihe disasters and liunuliutions -that havc hccn 
yEsiting Muslims for a long time^ and thc troubtes and 
diffkulties they are caught in universtd1y these days 
iind which do no secm to abatc or rclent a bit inspitc 
of ali thcir pathetit; pctiiions to God and prayers ctc,, 
arc due mainly ro ihc vcry rcason that they have ceased 
to discharge tho fitnt;tion they wcrc raised up for and 
for whioh they wcrc madc wliolly rcsponsihle aftcr 
the termmation of Prophcoy and Apostkship. Bvi- 
dentiy, whcn a watchmEm fails to pcrform his duty he 
is dismissed from scrv3cc and casdgatcd stcrnly for 
his ncgligcnce. Come, let us rcsolve solcmnly that we 
shall be found wanting nu more dn itiie disdiargc of 
ourd‘uty. God'shctp will bc wUh us. Hc Itas protniscd: 


God, cartoinly, wili md ihosc who aid H:s Cause^ 

iXX!! : 40) 
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Lesson 12 


CONSTANCY 


One t)f thc special rcspunsibilities a man owes 
io Ood onca he has accoptcd thc faith of Islam is ihal 
hc rcmains firm and steadfast jn his faith al all timcs 
and in all circtiTnistiinccs. He is c^pocted to uphold 
thc faith wEth a1i his courage and sircngth. howaver, 
advcrse the conditions may bc. He must nui provc 
disloyai to Islani in any cvcnL He mtist nut give it 
up. This Es what is mcant by ‘constancy of faith.' 
Such mcn hayc becn spokcn of very highiy in thc' 
Qtiran and a bountitul rew^ard has becn prortused lo 
ihcm in tlic Hercaficr. ]t says : 


hi the Ctnse of those ivhQ say, 
'*Our l.ord is (jod. and. /arrher. 
siand sirmgia and sfmdfax!, ihe 
atigeis de.scetnl tm them r/rtw 
tmt w iime}: "recryc nat*' (ihey 

sii^gest}, "Nor grievi^ ! But 

receive ihe iidmgs of ihe Garden 
ii}fBhss} K*hichye ivere prornised 
f We are yonr proiectors in ihis 
life ond in the Hereaficr ^ Therein 
shaii ye liave aH ihat yanr souts 
wiii desire * Tiierein shaii ye have 
oii thai ye osk far * 4 hospitabie 
gif! from One. Oft-Torgiving, 
Most Mercifui i'* 


'l tj JlIt ^ \ 

^ ^ <r 


tXU : jtO-32} 
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Whal %vont£crful Litltng does Lhe abovc versc con- 
tain for ihosc who arc consEani in faith and wlto 
patlentJy pcrservc and romain steadfast in times of 
misfortunc and pcriL If one could attain this posltiort 
even at (hc cost uf on.c 's ]ifc, property and cvcrything 
it would noi bc a bad bargain indeed. 

U is related that once a Companion askcd the 
Prophet to tcli hiin somcihinjj that could sufncc for lum 
always and after wliich hc would not have ihc nccd to 
turn for advlce to anyone. "rhe Prophct said, "Say, 'God 
(alone.) i^ my Lurd", and stick to it (i.e., conduct your 
life in accordante with. it unswcryirigly),’' 

For nur bcn.cfit and gutdance a number of CX' 
trcmely inspiriiig parablcs have bccn narrated in the 
Oiiran nf dcvoul and faithful servants of God whu 
remaincd true to taiih in circumstanccs of utmust 
distress and suffering, Keithcr fetir nor grccd could 
rnakc tlicoi dcvjatc from tlie path ihey had chusen. 
One such parabk is of thc prestidigitatnrs of Hgypi 
who were suni]Tionei.t lo challengc Prophm Moscs and 
greai rewards and honours had been promised to them. 
Yet afEer thc truth o^ Dt^ine inspiratiun and thc Apos- 
tolic message uf Moses had dawncd upon thcm they 
caj^pd neither for ihe riche s aniJ hniiours Ihe Pharaoh 
^ andi>rnintscd nur for ihc savage puni.shmcnt thcy %vcrc' 
stlre 10 reccivc a( his hands for disobeying his cnnu 
mands Rising abovc: ihe considerations uf gain or In^ss, 
thcy boldly deularcd bcTore the vasi asscmbty uf nicn, 
"Wc believe in thc Lord uf Aaron and Moses," Later, 
whcn they were threatencd by ihat cncmy of God, the 
'Phoraoh^ (hat he wnuld have thcir amiis and legs 
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sevcreiJ and ihcn they would bc hanged on the gallows 
ihcy replied clauntle-ssiy, displuying niagnificcni 
oourage of convktion thai ; 


''Sti decree ivhasever sSwu ^ 

dcsiresS So dccree : for thosi ojms 
decrce iSoucMns) only ihe iife uf 

ihh ’\\'orld, For us, ivf; haye ^ " 

beiieved in our Lord : mny He 

forgive lis otir sins.‘' 1 ^ \ \ ^ 

{XX : 72-71) 


Stilj niore inspiring the story of Pharaoh s 
w ifc. You know^ timl Pharaoh was ihc all-powerful 
nionarcli ot Egypt whosc wifc was the sole mistrcss 
of his hcan. Prom tlds you can iniaginc how envkblc 
w oukl liave been hcr Iol All thc world'ii glories and 
lincuries wcre at hcr l&et. Yei when the inncrinost 
depths ol hcr soul wcrc stinred by the Diyine call of 
Moses she did not givc a thought to wliat her husband 
would do to here or how her Iife of cloudless bliss 
would change into one of colossal dlstreSS bliss would 
ohange into onc of coJossal disiress and niisery. 
Rcgardless ot ihe cotisec|ucnccs she proclaimcd hcr 
faith and oncc slic had done stj' she flinched noi from 
ihc patii of duiy towards Goi.1 and religion altiiough 
the lorturc she wos subjected to was truty barbarous, 
thc vcry Idca of whidi is cnough tn make our ffesh 
crccp even today. In rcium for it, such a uni^ue hoiiour 
was conrerred on her by God that ticr namc lias been 
mpniioucd rcvercntially in thc Quran and thc paticiit 
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perscvcrance tlisplayed by her and her sacdfice have 
been heltl forth as an exarmplc to all Muslims.. 


And G<fd seis [onh. cii an 
exiimp!e to ihose b£Heve. the 
of Pharaoh : hehoid, shesoid 
I '‘Build for me in nearttess tc 
TJiee, a martsion itf Ihe Gordeti, 
and Si3ve me p^^om Pharsoh and 
his doings, andsave me from ihose 
ihot do (LXVi: li) 


- 3 , ^ 








Glory bc 1 What rarc honour^ what matchiess 
distmctioti, reaily, thai God has chosen the consiancy 
of faiih of that blcsscd Eady to scrve as an example 
to the cntirc Unimai. from hlazrai Abu Bakr down to 
thc last gcncratton of Muslirns bcfore Ihc Last Day, 


Ii js rclatcd ihat when tlie aimcities perpctrated 
by ihe Polyihelsts 6f Mecca on Muslims CAceedcd all 
limiis and thc Companions approached the hnly 
Prophet to pray lo God for tncrcy and proteciion, the 
Prophet rcmarked, "You have bccome disheartcnctl 
so soon ! Mcn of God before you were snbjected lo 
such brutal torture ihat combs of rcd hot iron werc 
driven imo their heads and the skuils of some orthem 
wcre sawed off into iwo and ycl they rcmained stcad- 
fasl and did nol abandnn their taitji.'* 
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Lesson l 3 


JEHAD 

Thc bclicvcrs arc rcqulred emphatlcaliy to do 
whatcver ihcy can lowards popularismg. dcfendin|i 
and keeping ulwc and flourishmg, as thc bc5t and Utc 
iriicst way of tifCt liie w'ay of Islam ancl servility to God 
diey havc choscn tbr thcmselvcs.T!iis^ in Islam, is called 
Jehiid. li can takc many fomis dcpcnding on the cir- 
cutiistanccs varying fromtime to time and place to place. 

Supposc. thcrc ariscs a situaiion in which ii bc- 
cnmcs difficuh or cven dangerous tbr a person or his 
tamily or cominunity to piotcss IsUtn and to remuin 
true to il. To hc a Muslmi may bccome the hartlesl^ 
ihlng lo do in thc world. In that case Jehad wdil lk 
in doing one^s besi tbr onesetT oneb' tamily or com- 
munity to stay firmly dcvotcd lo Isiam. It woold. 
ccrtainly, bc a mnst splcndid Jehad in those. cir- 
cumstances. Siniiiarly, should Mu.slhns, through their 
own foily or negligencc.> start dritiing away from the 
taith, thcBi, at such n tijne, to devuie uni:'s ihiic LUid 
encrgy to their rcligious re.vlvaE and rcform, too, 
would constitute a kind of Jehad. 

To carry the Diviiie gtiidancc lo those ihai are 
Ĕgnorant of it and lo makc an carnest effo.rt to persuade 
ihcm wtscly and sympathctically to acccpt it is yct 
anothcr fnrm of Jehad, 

Should bclievers in God and ihe Prnphct bc in 
puwer somew^here and the condhions dcinand thai 
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L'olkclive force bc used tor ihe defencc and assistancc 
of thc then, in Ehal case,^ the usc of fofce ft)r 

Slie defence and ajjsistance of failh accwdlng to thc 
rutes laid down for it. will constttutc- Jehad. Two 
conditEons,. howcvcr. arc cssenlial for it. Pirstly. sudi 
i\ step musT not be mDtivaicd by any personal or 
national self-interestf grced or enjn,ity, It shoutd be 
taken solcly to carry out the comma.nd of G<]d and to 
serve dic causc of His f'aith. And, secondly, ihat the 
rules prescrihcd for it arc .scrupulously observed. If 
force is uscd wiihout Lhc Cuirilment of thcse condl- 
tions. it will not he Jchad according to Islam bui 
wantor wickcdncss and mischict', 

To spcak a just word before a Lyrannical rulcr 
^be he a Muslini or a non-MusltmJ is^ again, a form 
of Jcltad. In the TrEtditioiis it has hccn spoken as "the 
hest of JehadJ' 

All thcse fornis of rcHgious siniggle and cn- 
dcavour, a| theh propcr limc and place, are among 
thc ohligatury dutjcs nf [slam, and, as wc have seen, 
thc term Jchad is appticd lo ihcm in yarious degrecs. 

\Vc now procecd tn cxaminc sume of the verses 
nf thc Quran and Traditions of ihc Prnphet cnjoining 
on Muslims (hc LlLtty oY Jehad ynd reyealing to dicm 
what unique glnry and spiritual merit lies in il. Pirst, 
the QuranLc verscs : 

And S!nv*! in His rtms^ as ye 
onslit !o sirive ^i\ish strtrariiy iim! ^ ’ p 

undt^r discipUnp}. !ie ism chnsen 
you. 


(XXH .* 
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O ye who belieye 3 shail [ IsLtd yoit to a bargain 
ihat will save you from a gnevous penalty 7 ThEU ye 
believc in God and His Apostle, and tliat yc strive 
(your utmosO in ihe cause of God^ with your propeny 
and your pcrsons : Ihai will be best for ye if ya bui 
knew ! He will forgive yc your sins and admit ye to 
Gardcns beneath which rivers ttows and to beautifu] 
mansions in Gardcns of Etemity : thai is, indeed, ihe 
Suprcmc Achbvemcnt. (LXI : 10-12) 

After thcse^ ihc Tradition.s : 

'To bellcve truthtully m God and lo strivc in the 
causc of Fakh Es the bcst of all riccLis." 

"'It shail not bc that a pcr.son whose fcci arc 
covcred with dust in thc paih of Gnd wcm to HelL" 

"For ajiyonc of you to rise in thc way of God 
ti.e., in ihc dcfcncc of Islam and to take somc pan in 
ihc struggle for its progrcss and glory) is hetter Lhan 
scventy ycars of worship in (he corner ofhis bouse." 

May it be ailotcd to us also by Allah to earn the 
Divine rcward that is tor dtose who make eamest 
cxcrtions in thc path of His faith ! 
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MARTYRDOM 


In ihe spcciaJ languagc of Islam ^ person who 
meeiSi his Ucaih iti thc path nf either as a result 
of obcying ks iiijunclions anj carrymg oui its cnm-^ 
mands as a siaimch anci dcYoted follower or tn tlte 
coursc of stTLigglc for iis ticfence is callcd a martyr, 
For sucJt. a man thcrc is a placc of unparallcled honour 
and tliatinciion in ihc Hcrcafter. His bL is tnily divine, 
About thc martyrs ii er suid in the Quran that thcy 
sticiulJ not be thought of as {Jcat! ; thcy arc a]ive, a 
very special existcncc is conferrcd on them ancl thcy 
arc thc rccipicnts nf boundkss favours and blcssingj; 
frntn Ihcir Lord, 



Thmk noS o/tSwse wfto ore slam 
in Oo£i's way as Nay, shey 

five, Shcir .'iiissesnmce dn 

fhe Presence of sheir Lord. 


{lff I69f utoydii' 


Hnw tnyrveELoufi is Ehe faic of Lhcsc true and 
uobk sonfi of [slam, how mightily be!ovcd of God 
Lhcy arc and wltiji gtorious rcwards arc showcred upon 
thcin by Him can bc visualised from thc Traditinn wc 
yre going now lo reprnducc, Thc lioly Prophet is 
rcported to ha^e .sald : 
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"No onc aniong the dwclkrs of the PamJise will 
cvcf wam to bc scnt back lo tbe world, although all 
Ihc wuridly joys and richcs may be his if he is sem 
hack, cxcept onc who Jiad bccTi killecl in the way ot' 
God; such a man witl want to be rciLimecJ to tlie eartii 
and killcd in the caLJsc of God ten timcs over bccause 
01 the high honuur and isplcnclid pcrcniony with w^hich 
he whll be rcccjYed in thc Heaven on account of dying 
a martyr‘s dcathj^ 

Thc sacred Prnphci himsell' was so enthusiastic 
aboui attaining martyrdom that he iised oltcn tu say : 

''By thc Holy Being in whuse powcr lics niy ]ifc, 
I wisii I was killcd in Gud\ way and bruughi back 
u> lifc antE killed oncc niore and brought back to lifc 
and that this happcncd tu inc ovcr and over again." 
Another of (hc Pruphct's Tradiliuns rcads : 

"Sjx rcwards arc contcrred un a martyr by Gnd 
: onc, lic is forgLvcn imniediatcly and his ahodc in 
the Paradise is shown to him: iwOh he is sparcd ihc 
punishmeni uf dic gravc: thiad. Iie in grantcd frccdoni 
from the acutc fcar and anxic(y of thc Day of RcL[uiia] 
that will grip thc hcart of evcry unc f 'B,xcep{ o/ ihose 
on whom ihere be favour of ihe Lord'); four. 
a crown of hnonur wdll bc placcd on his hcadH a smglc 
rijby of which will bc niure valuablc ihan the wdtole 
world; five, sevcnty-twn cetcstial hridcs will bc givcn 
tu him in marriage; ancE, six. his intercesston will bc 
acccptcd tm bcEjyir uf sevcnty kinsnien." 


PurlEiermurc : 
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'To rall a martjT in thc cause of God atunsc tor 
evcryihing ex€ept ii dcb(." 

And, ii shuiikE be rcnacinbered thai the Divitic reward 
and otliie.r wonderfi.il f'avoiirs promiscd on inartyrdDni arc 
not dcpendcnt only on dcath nccuring in dic way of Gud. 
U is nol diat whcn a persuTi is killed in thc cansc ot' God 
unly then does hc bccome entitled (n thcin. Evcry loss 
Of injuiy suiTcred, cvcry pain and suffcring undcrgonc, 
in tiic servicc of the taidi carTies a bounteous rcward. 
Any bc]!Cvcr who tnay be persecuted. puni.shed , beatcn* 
insuUcd ortortured for ihc .sake of Islam will bc rcwardcd 
mnst lavishly in dic Hereatier. God will raise him so high 
in honour diat the most CJtaitcd of saints and divincs will 
cnvy his t'aie. Just as snldiers. in this worid, who scryc 
Thcir rnotheiland galiLintty tind carc noihtng fnr thcir own 
safcty when ihe call of duty cumes arc honoured wdiit 
awards and dccorations by thcir govcnimcnts in dic same 
way thc scrvanTs of God w'ho suffer loss or humiliadnn 
for ihc sake of fait}i oeCLipy a special placc of glory in 
thc celcstial schcmc of things. On ihe Day of Recom- 
pensc whcn these blesscd children of Islani wdll 
receive rheir aw^ards and dccoraiions and God Al- 
nughty wdll honour tlicm with His cxt.];LiESt[c favours 
and buunties, all Thc rest of men whil rcgi'ctful]y wdsh 
diat tlicy, too, had undergonc a stJTiilar cxpcriente in The 
world, ihat thcy, too, had bccn punisheiL tomircd and 
iiumiliatcd for tlie sukc nf fait]i sn that iliey would also 
gct thnse niagnittcent favours and rcwards on that Day. 

Should a trial of this kituj be dcstined for us as 
wclk 0 God, at that t'a(cful hour, kecp us brayc and 
stcadtast aiid withhokl not from us Thy gracc 3 
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Lesson IS 


Life After Death 

This much h known to eyeryone thiiT wht>evor 
ESi t>orn into the world has gut to die onc daj' or tlie 
oiher. Bnt nobody knows on his own what happens 
of will happcoatter death^ This is knownonly toGod. 
God vouschafc!; the knowledge of it to His Prophets 
and throngh the PrnphcLs mcn like you and rne also 
comc to know ahout it. Every Prophet of God, in his 
tinie, hiid revealcd clearly to his pcoplc ihrough what 
stages they woLild h.ave to pass aficr deaih and how 
at each stagc ihey would he recontpenscd for tlicir 
dccds-good as well as bad-durmg iheir carihly 
sojoum. Smce Prophet Mohamniad jPcacc and Btess- 
ings of Gud bc upon wliom) is thc last of thc Divinc 
Aposilcs atid Messengers and no Prophci Is going to 
be raised tjp aftcr iiirn^ thc Liiffercnt stagcs through 
which a tnan has to pass alter dcath havc becn 
plained by him m grcatest dctail and wiih utniost 
clarity. If nll that thc Pmphei has rcvcalcd in this 
connection is brought togcther it wouid mtike a volumc 
by itseir. We will, thercfore, gjvc a very brief surnmary 
of It ■over hcre. 

Thcre are to foJlow ihrec shtges afier dealJt. Tlic 
tirsi stagc runs from death (o Resorrection. Ii is called 
Whethcr a porson is buried when t(c dics 
or hc is crcmated or casi imu thc river his sotjI does 
not perish wnth him. It is iiiimortal; it tivcs. Ii onty 
migrates from this rnaLcrial wortd of ours lo another 
w^^orld. In this oiher world thc angeis Ljiiesiitin him 
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about his spiritual statc* \f he is a truc beUevcr, he 
glvcs thc corr&ct answers; whereupon Lhc angels im- 
part to him thc glad lidings that he \s going to Eive 
in peace and happincss till ihc Last Day. And if it is 
otherwise, thal is, he is an uiiibeiie^cr, an tnfklel nr a 
sham or hypocrittcal Muslim, he is, at oncc, placed 
imder drcadfol punislmient which is not tn ccase 
before the Day of Rcckoning. 

The ncxt stage comprise^ of the Last Day and 
tlie Resurrection. Thc Last Day means Lhai there will 
Gome u thne when the entire maierUl woHd will be 
destroyed by the command of God. annlhilatinn will 
descend suddenly on everylhing th:u cxists around us. 
The wholc world will be thrown topsyturyy. T3\en, 
aftcr a long timc, whcn God wi]| wish. all nten wlII 
bc raiscd up again. Every person born imo thc wortd 
wiU be re-creatcd and caHcd upon to rcndcr a full 
account of lus doings on thc carth. In thc Greal Reck- 
nning ihosc who will bc fnund wujrthy of deliverance 
will bc awarLlcd a place in ihc Paradtsc and those who 
will turn out to be guilty and descrving of Divlnc 
chastiscmcnt Mnll be consigncd to Hcil, 

Atter thiy, thcre wiH coinmence thc last stagc. 
Thc dwellers of thc Paradisc will ]tvc in a staie of 
cternal bliss, supremely immune from cvcry kind of 
pain, anxicty or sufrcring and exulting in tbc bountios 
of thcir Lord thc like of whicli ihey would not havc 
dreanit of in thc world, whilc Ihose ihai wdll be ctm- 
dcinncd to Hell wili hjve eo live pcrmancnily in a 


L Th.c. inlccTal hcLwtJtiri dcach aiiiJ Rcsurrcction.-TrinslalDr 
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conditkm of unmitigatcd mi^ery and distrcss. Thcre 
will be for them nothing but horribtc agony and cas- 
Ugation. This will be rhc ulEimatc stage aftcr dcath. 


Thc abovc was the .'sum and substance of what 
the Propltots. spccially thc last of thcm, Prophet 
Mohaminad. havc taugltt mankind about ihe Hereatter 
and what h indicatcd about it in (he Quran and thc 
Traditions. We now cxamine somc of ihc relcvant 
verses of tite Quran : 


w ije broit^hi hack. 

{XXiX 




Every sout shGli fwve a taste 

d&llih " /j] fhp f/y th/iff ^ * 




Erery snui shail iwve a rai-ie 
vfi^Fafh : aad aniy on ihe i)ay of 
shati you t7t paid your 
futi reeompense. 

: lHSi 


J JP 




Thc Last Dny wl]] be a fnghtfuL horrible clay 


0 mankind / fear your Lord l 
for ihe c-onviiisiim of the Hour {of 
Judgement) wiii be a thing 
terribie / the Dny ye shdft see it 
: every mother givmg suck shuti 
fvrgei her suckiingbabe, and 
every pregnant femafe shaii drop 
her toad un^onned i fhou shaii see 
niatikiHd as in a drunkenrioi. yef 
nof drunk ^ biU dread^ut shati be 


o cT' Gii 0 


6" I c5.yJ 
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ske wraih of God 


iXXU : /-2J 


One day She earsh and she 
maisnsoins ^viii Ite /w 
aymmasion and she mounsoins wiSS 
be as ei Sieop of sond posired oisS 
cnd /lowin^ down. 

iLKKUS: /4i 




A day shaS wslS moke chiSdren 
konrydseaded. '"j' ^ 3Cf 

iU(XSSS : /7) 


/\/ lengsh, whesi sSsere tomes ihe 
deafenifi}^ noise,-fhas Day sSiai! a 
men Jlee frotn his S}roffiers, 
and from his moiher anil his 
fasSier, and frftm his n'ife and 
chiidrerir Ktich tiiie iif them. ihas 
Doy, wiii have enosi^^Si eoncern 
{of kis own i so muke kim 
indiffereftt io oikers, Honie 
faeifs shaf Day wiii be beamin^, 
lun^kin^, rejoicsn^, Asid oiher 
f(icss shat /'Ja.y wiSi Sie du.is- 
sfasiied: hiocSiness wsii cover 
{SiettL 


e. ^ L ^ " 

^ l/iU I 5 L» 

'yf 


iLXXX ; 33 : 41 } 
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On ihc Day of RecompenSE i 

T/jtii Day s/ta/f ye be hrought ^j ^ ^ 

fo Jiidiemeru f n ot an aa o^yoitn 
rhor ye hide wii} be hiddett. it-Jiyi 

f LXiX: 18} ^ " 


One dny we shuii remcive /he 
muitinaitis, {ind than wifi see the 
earth as ej ievef streich, md H'i? 
shiii} galher fhein, eiiiogelher, nor 
s/iai} ieeive out miy of ihem., Attd 
ihey wiii }je morshailed before thc 
Lord in runies, wiih rhe 
otinoiiticenieni, ''i\*ow have ye 
come w Ui ihore} We crented 
yefirsf / Aye, ye thoughi we shaii 
twt fuifi ihe cippoittiment made to 
you lo meet Us'/" And ihe Book 
(of Deeds} w-iii he pieieed he/ore 
you: ond ihern wi}f see the sinfui 
iti great terror /tecause ofwhaf is 
recorded thereiTi; they wiii say, 
"Ah t Woe tei us- ■' Wttat a Book fs 
this f.}t {eiives nothin^ smoii or 
greai, itui takes accotnti ihereof 
They wifi fittd oli fhai they dtd 
placed irefore ttiem ; otid nof one 
iv{il iity Lord treett with injiistice, 
fXV}}} : 47^49) 






, .X 




ei Ti^J> 

J-";: 


^ ■«' %-i'^ 


Lo ] 3 


.-J' > 


M tj' jX ^ ^ . 

£. I k^JU j 
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A man’s own limbs wHl depose agajnsi liim before 
God on thc Da}' of Reokoning, 



Thot day shail set a seat on 
thetr momhs, Biit iheir hands mil 


speak m Us,-and their f£tt Mii 


bear witness to ait ihat ihey did. 


(XXXVI : 63 i 


The Quran, in fme, has porirayed most graphj- 
cally anti vividly the. happcnings of the Last Day ; 
Lhc tcrriftc explosions and the dreadful trcrru>rs\ the 
Eota! annihilation of thc world-even thc mountains 
W'ill be wiped ouT of cxistence-the„ rising again of 
nicn, thc gaihering togcthcrof them far the Judgccnent, 
lhe presentaiion of the Book of Deeds, the deposing 
of one s own Umbs against oneself, thc Judgcment^ 
and, tmally, thc csccutlon of thc OWine YenJict and 
thc alkUinent of IIeavcn and HclL AIl tlicse events 
have been dcscribed so cnndidly in some of thc chap- 
icrs of the Quran that one can obtain a CmII picture 0 ^ 
Ihe happcnings of the Last Day by reading them. Thc 
Prophet, thus, is rcported to havc obscrved, *'Anyone 
who wishes 10 know about Uie Lasi JJay as ii thc 
secnc Df ii was drawn bcfore his eyes should read 
these chapters of Ihe Quran ; Takvjr, In/itar and 
Inshiiiari, 

Wc wjII now see a fcw Traditbns of the Prtipiiet 
appertaining to Bar^akh and the Lasi Day\ Says he : 

"When anyonc of yoii dies the placc that is going 
to be his abode in thc ICeavcn or in the HcH (on ihe 
basis of his condutrt in thc world) is brought bcforc 
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liĔH eyes cvcry moming tind eycning and k is said lo 
luni, ‘Behokl, ihis is your dcstinaiion, and* surely, 
you will rcach it\" 

"Wlicn ihe Trumpet will tlrst bc sonnded nn thc 
Lasi Day by Lhc command of God CYCryonc will faini 
£ind drop dead on ihe groLind. when it wil] be sonndcd 
next all men wih risc again. 

Tiiey wdU thcn bc commandcd to proceed to inakc 
thcir prcsence before the Lord.Thc angcls^ thereafEer, 
wdil bc told 10 coiiect ihctn logether and here^the 
invcsligaiion into thcir conduct on the earth wiil 
begin." 

Il is related tliat a Companiori; onoe enL{Ljircd 
from thc Prophct. "O Messcnger of God, how wiU 
God raise up his crcatures from Ehe dcad ? is thcre 
.LinyEihing iike le herc In this world whicJi rnay be citcd 
as cxamplc ? ' The Prophet replied, "Has it ne^er 
accured to you thai you may have passed by a sLrctch 
of land in your country and found it dry and bercft 
of all vcgctat Lon, and, then. on coming upon ii agaln, 
after somerutiCT dtsea^cred iltat it wap; covcrcd liiYish- 
iy wtdi fresh, green grass 7" Thc Companion replied, 
"Yes,my master. It has."Thc Prophct rcmarked, 'Tiiis 
iypifics rcsurreciion. God will raise froEn tlie dead in 
thc same manner." 

Thc Prophci is reported havc asked, akcr rcciting 
the Quranic verse. On she Diiy (rhe earih) wili dechire 
her "Do you know what it ineans ?" The 


1. Thc Qiiirain, XC.’lX ^ 4 
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Companions arc said lo have repiied, 'God and 
His Apostlc know hest." The Prophet, ihc Tratiitlon 
goes on to tcll. thcn said, "On thc Day oi Jinjgcmcnl 
ihe earth wiil bcar wiiness to all ihe deeds pcrtbrnied 
by men on ii at the bidding of God thc carth 
wili teJl tliat such-and-such a pcrson had done such- 
and-such a tliing on it on such and-such a day,)." 

Spcaking of thc Day of Reoompense the Prophct, 
furrhcr^ is reponed lo havc said^ "On tlmt Day God 
will call Lipon everyone to conic fnrwai'd and be his 
uwn witness. IIc wiM say to him, To- day you arc 
yoor awn witness : Our rccording angels arc prcscnt; 
thi.s much of cvklcnce is cnoughh Thcn by thc com- 
rnand of God the lips of thc pcrson will bcconie scaled 
and he will not be ab!e to utter a word, His tiiiibs 
tarrns. legs ctc.) will rhcn bc comniandcd eo spcak 
and they will rclate thc wholc story of his doings an 
the world." 

It is rcportcd (iiat once a persoii wcnT to the 
Prophct and said, "O Messengcr of God. I have sumc 
slaves who soinetimcs dtsobcy mc. or thcy sical or 
tcM me a lic. I .sometLnics scold ihcm and» soinctimcs, 
I also punish thcm. How is it going to tum out for 
me on thc Day of Re^uital 7" Thc Prophct obscrved, 
"God will di.spensc justkc correctly on Thc Day of 
Judgemcm. If the puni.shmcnl you nrctc oui to them 
is proportionate to thcir faults you will ncithcr gcT 
nor havc Lo give Emything; ynu will bc tjuits. If tfic 
punishmcnt tums out to bc nt a lcsscr degrcc rhan 
what thcy nicrltcd yoir wiH be rccompcnscd for it. If 
the punisbment provcs tu be cscessLYc you will havc 
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10 recompense th& slaves/' On hearing the Prophei’s 
reply Ehc enquirer began tn cry, He said, 'Then, O 
Prophct of God, the best thing foi me is lo scnd them 
away. 1 declare bcfore you that [ have set them free." 
The Prophet is also reported to have redted the fol- 
lowing vcrse of the Quraij to him : 






-j. 

^han up scafes ^tsric^ for ihe Day of 
Jud^i^mcnt. so ilm nm a soui^^e denh ^sith unjusiN 
jft the ieasi. And rf there-de {no more ihan} the wclpht of 
a musiard sced. We \viU brtns ii {to accoumU and enou^h 
ore We to mke account. 
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Lesson 1G 


Heaven And Hell 

In ihc prccetiing chupter it husi been ssiid tliyi tltc 
Last Da>' will bc thc D:iy of Judgemcnt. On ihat Day 
thc bchcYcrs who will also havc doatc good dceds tn 
thc worlJ and on whoni ihcrc wlll bc no punishrncnl 
will rcjoke. During ihe entire proccedings of Lhc Duy 
thcy will rcsl secure under ihe shadow of DivEnc 
bcncvnicncc und gain inintcdiate adniisslon into the 
Paradise. Sttch of (hcin as w^ell bc adjudged worthy 
of dcl[vcrance but only aftcr thcy havc undergoiic a 
spell cjf piinishmciK will bc forgiven :ind udnhtted 
into []ie Pariidise aher thcy havc suffcred sonte of tlic 
agonics of tlie Day of Rcckoning, or, a( ihe uintost. 
aflcr thcy hEive spcnt sonie lime in llch. In any casc, 
tliosc ptK.scssing ihc leasl ucnooni of fuhh will, sooner 
nr lalcr, tind ihcir place in Elcavcn. Only tncn wlio 
will have depyrccd froni the world in a statc {if in- 
tidciity or pt>]yt]tcisnt wi]l he dooTucd to livc pcr- 
niancmly in Hctl. In siini, Hcaven is tJte reward for 
1'aith, 1‘idcEiTy and pood- doing Eind HeEl for intldelrty, 
poiythcism and revnlt agalnst Ood and transgrcssion 
aguinst Mis will. 

Thc sLi|>crla[ivc. incomparublc blissfulness of 
Hcavcii :iiid thc ro;irful, ioatlisonic pnnishtncni und 
tortLjrc of ffell hjvc hccn dcsLTibcd in propcr Jctai] 
in ihc DnraTi " 
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for 
nearness 


I| 7 . _ y ^ & 

tlr ^ j ^ ^ 5 i ^ * '^L ■«■ I 

righseous are Gardem in 
nearness to rheir Lord^ with rivers 
/lowing benetith; therem is their 
eternai home: with Companions 
pure (and hoiy); and the good 
pleositre of God. For in Gad's 
sighl are Uifi) ^ 

(H! : i5) 




Yeriiy the Componions of 
Garden shaii thoi Doy have joy in 
ati that they do; they ond iheir 
associates wiii he iii grove o/ 

(cooi! shade; reciining 

Thrones fof dignity!; esery fruii ^ ' ^ ^ . 

(enjoymeni} w;7/ be there /trr 

them; rhey sholt hoxe \vfioiever ^ ^ ^ ^ d.. 

ihey cnit for; ''TeaeeV ''0 word {o[ 
salutation} from a Lord Mosl 
Aferciftii. 

fXXXV} : 5J'JS,J 


^rtrtr j 






There wHI he there ait the souis 
couki desire, o!t thnt ihe eyes 
coutd delight in; ond ye shati 
ahide rhereiu ifdr ayeh 

(XUI! :7i} 


f J. ^ 9 . 1 /' J> 

Ij ij t J 
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tHere U) a {‘arabie of 
?t(irdsn which (he rishteaiis- are ^ 

' are ri vtrs <i/ waier La 1 

nvers of milk of -'0 ' 


CtGrden 

promhtd : m /f, 

which the (Gstt ficver chnngcs^ 
ri^crs: (tf Kine of joy to fhase ^Jb 

drink: omi rh-ers of honey (pure ^ 

and ciear Unh fhe re. ure for ihem f Lf7>^ 

(j(i kinds offruifs; and Gro.cc from i J ir ' - 

iheirLord, I J^i> 

it i ^ '* 


iXl>/ii ; J5) 


.Vfj sense i}ffafigue shail totich 
fhettL 

(XV : 4 H} 








In shortn Heavc!n is the □brnlc ut suprcEiit: antl 
cterna! hlisytulnc.iis, telioity atiU hapiiie.^s. There wiil 
noi bc ihc faiEitcs[ tracc of paln, snrrow or diiitrcsii in 
JT,. Lct us nuw scc liow will tifc in Ilcll be likc ; 


Biii fhose whosi' haiatsce 


i 




itShf, n'ii! he ihose irJjo fwve iosi 
Shetrsoitis; in {{el! thpv wiii aihde, 
Thejsrc wd! hstrn ihcii- (tices, nnd 
shey wd! HiLicnt E>;j^r nj/ft i'^;f*fr 
iips dispitsced. 

fX\7V : iOJ^ ) 




r 
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t'or Ihe wrodg-iioers Mre 
prepnred a /'7rc ^snwlceatid 

[iames} , tike ihi* wjHs and rw/ 
r}f Q lent wi(f hem ihem in : ifshey 
implore relie^diey ivill {}e gramed 
ii'{jSer iike melsed hrass. thai wiii 
sca{d ilieir {dces. 




fSus ihose who dests' tslseir 
{.f}rd},^for ihcm wiK be att oni a 
gtirmetii ofF{re; over sheir isetsds 
wii{ he prnired out bitidng n-uier. 
Wtsh it wiii {h' scalded wiun is 
wtthin iheir bodies, weil os 

ttheir skiiish in liddition, ihere- 
wdi be miices of iron titt ptittish} 
/hem, fiverv iime rhey fo ges 
f}svtjy sherefofe. frtim ongnish, 
shey wid be forced Itack /Sterein. 
ftnd tis sciSi (te said}. ^Tttste ye the 
l-*emdtv of Hiirntng^'" 

(XXn ; 19-22) 


^ j ^ CyJJii 

;,fl| -S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

hrA UJii'v. 


Ven{y ihe Iree of /.iupium wtS/ 
/}e the jood fif /he sin/tii,-{ike 
mo{teif {tross: it wi{f l/ot{ in /hetr 
t/tsides, like /he btn/iiig of 
scoidtitg wosrr. \A unce wiH c:ry’ 
:) "Siete ye itiiti and {i}nii him iiiso 
ihe tntdsi o/ shc llh.-iity f}rr f 
Theii pour t'svrr hi' head ihc 
Tt'fS(iify oi' hiititii^ Water 

tXUV 'L^-SHi 


jt j •J 






oTJ/t ^ Jw 

ri- i j- =■ I 

r^O^Aii 
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And he is giv€/i for drink 
boiitii^ jtlki ivaier. /ft :^nlps rvifi 
fte sip it, btft /]ever mi/ he near 
SH-a/ioma^ ti dmvn irij {/iroal: 
death ivi(i ca/nr ff/ hi/ti /rom every 
cj/iartrr, yet mii he /w/ die; a/id 
i/t /ront a/ iiim iv'H/ he u 
chas/ise/nenf ti/treien 

(X/V : /5-/7} 








Those 

We s/ta/i soon casf t/tso /Iie Firc: 


rejea Ottr 

rn';/ rirtn /Sit* Firr* '%*■*-:. S' ■ " " / 


as tif(e fS as iheir sk.ins are rdtjsfed 


shrosigit, VVe shait ehan^e (hem/ar 
/resh skins rhas Shey mny /asse ihe 
henaisy. 

f/V:56i 


iv 




lAi^pSJSojjr'^ 


Hlit enough. Thcrc Lirc liundredy verscs in the 
Quran tiiLii tcl] the .saiiic story» To takc now somc of 
ihe Trsiditionii i).f the Propliei i 

"Stiys Goii^ *Far My fyitht'ii] scrvyius I havc got 
rcady (in Hctt^cti) iliings no cye has secn, nnr car 
heard of nor ihc thoLight nf which Itas cvcr crosscd ei 
hunian ]icart'/' 

Tlic dclicious fnods. thc luscious tVmt, thc 
dc]tglnfu] drinks. the gorgcous olothes, ihc mag- 
nihkciii pai^ccs, tiie splendid gardcns. the dcleoltrhlc 
hikcs,thc wondcrhit ^rrw?^ iccicstia] brtdcsi aml othoi' 
iiinutuerabk things of divine bc.auty and joy tliat will 
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bc avaibble in Hcavon sre, :o he iJure, known only 
to God. an our part, be]ievc in thcm implidtly 
:infj hold thcin tn bc abjjolutely irnc. 

Says another Tradidon ; ^'As ihe dwclkrs wj]f 
cnter Heavcn a heiivcn]y hcraid will proclasnh 'Stsy 
hcalthy; discasc is not going n> louch you hcrc. Livc : 
forcver; deuth does exist foi you no morc. Rcnisin 
young; ytm sliall nnt grow bkl in Hcavcji, Be happy 
always; for ynm now, thcre is ncilher pain nnr sorrnw." f 

But thc greaicst boon ihat wi)! bc conterred on | 
tjie fa]thful, who alsts practi.sc righteousncss, aftcr 
thcy havc entercd thcir celestial abodc, h that tliey 
will scc God In all Hes Divinc Splcndour. In thc wnrds 
of thc holy Prophei it will bc likc this : 

Whcn thc dwcljcrs [)t Paradisc havc entcrcti thc 
hoinc ot cclcstial bliss Gnd wijl cnijuirc from them 
tlms : -Do you want that I niay hcstow a favoui: upon ’ 
you nvcr and abnvc the hicssings yoij cnjoy 7' Thc 
people nf the Hcaven wil] Linswcr ; ‘Oor Lord \ Thou 
hast illumijied uur f[tccs, savcd us frnm Hc!) and 
grantcd us thc Paradisc. CWhat niorc ean we wam ?)' 

Tho vciE will thcn be liftctE and dicy shali scc thcir 
Lord unhindcred, A|] ihc cndiess joys and blc.ssi.ngs 
nf thc Paratiisc will fade away bctore (lic ginrious 
spectaclc of the Almighty" 

In aiinihcr TraJitiun ii is rciat-cd [lun oncc thc 
Prophei whilc describing thc inarvc!Eous pleasurcs of 
thc Paradisc and thc cjttremc agnny ijf thc Hcli ob- 
served : 


Whal lsfarTi [5 ? - 


'^On Lhe Day of Judgement a pcrsnn will bc 
brought who will [iave ]ived in grcatcsi pomp and 
Euxury in ihe wtirld but will be condenmed to Hdl 
because of his evil deeds, He wili bc dipped once into 
the fire af' Hcll and ihcn takcn ont of it inimedmiely 
and askcd» ''Havc ynu cver known comiort 1' Thc 
nian will rcply, 'Nn, onr Lord, I swear by Thy nanic, 

I have never known what coinfort ts.' Ahcrwards, 
anothcr pcrson wtll bc brought who wi]l have kd a 
lilc of rank miscry'and mistonune on the eurth bui 
whll bc tound worihy of Paradise owing to his taith- 
fulness to God and pictyK Hc will be taken 10 Heavcn 
and thcn lcd out of it imniediatcly and askcd, ‘Havc 
you ever known pain or miscry ?', 'Nt>, our Lord!^ 
hc wil] rcpiy, '1 swear by Thy namc, I have never 
known w^hat pain Or misery is 7" 

In truth. Ood has provided sudi wondcrrul joys 
and comTorts in thc Paradise ihat a man w]to has 
passed his days in thc world in utmost distrcss wiSt 
forgc[ all about it as sooii as he has had a taste of 
ihem. Likcwiiie, the Hell is such an inferniil pUce th:it 
a person who has ]ived a]] one^s ]ifc in thc world in 
rarc luJtury and happincss will atonce feel, on stepping 
into h, that hc had nc^cr knwon wbai is was to bc 
happy or comfortabte. 

Thc. Bcvc]'ity and dreadhiiness of the chasEisc- 
mcnt of thc Hell can be imagined from thls onc 
Tradition oT ihe satred Propiict : 

"The mildcst punishmcnt that wil] bc inflk’ied 
on a pcrson in ihc Hcl] is that he wilt bc made lo 
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wear a pair ol niade of fire wliicti wlll bc so 

hoi as to set his brain bnilhg as if sonicihing was 
cooking in a pot on a stovc." 

Thc farc that will bc served thcrehas been indieated 
in tiic vcrses <jf the Qi]ran wc have i^ijotcd alrcady. 
Herc, alsn, arc two Traditions Df ihc Prophet : 

"The siinking pus peoplc wiil be madc to drink 
in Hcll is such thai lf a bucket of it was thrnwn into 
thc world Ehc whole world wnuld bc filled wlth its 
infernal stenchJ' 

'4t a drnp of Zaqqum^ w^erc to fall on thc earth 
it would bc cnough to pollijtc ah the artklcs of fond 
and drink ihat arc fonnd hcre. l 

Bmthcrs-ali thcse things the holy Quran and 
the sacrcd Prnphci havc told aboiit thc shapc nf ihings 
to cniinc aftcr death^thc Bar/akli., the Resurrcciion, 
thc Judgcmcnt and Heavcn and Hcll^,and wc havc 
iliscussed iii thlH lcsson and in thc prec.cding one> are 
hterally cnrrect and truc, There can be no doubting 
ihein at all. By thc AJmiKhty, they will cnmc to pass 
csacily as tlic Quran and ihe hoEy Prophet havc taiight. 
Wc will sec thecn uLirsclvcs, wiih nur nwn eyes, after 
death. 

Thc l.ast Day and Hcaven tmLE Hcli have bcen 
dwclt upon in the Qt]ran auLE the Tra<lilions wiiJi siich 
cmphasis and thoroughncss and rcfcrred to again anJ 
again a thoiisand times fnr no othcr rcason ejtccpt lo 

1. Thc ]nl:cm;il ircc, nicruiDncd in thi; CJuran, thc fruic ot 
which thci[ic dDOrticd (n tht eijernnl punLJiluiicnt (jf tEetl 
shall cut.- Trnnstuloir 
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aroiise in us a Eiving. ^anulnc anxicty to dn all il\at 
lics ttii our power to savc oiirisclves from the fearrul 
penalty of Hell and attaiii Ihc cherisUoLl, supreiiioly 
delighTtiil gnal of Paradlse. 

BrQtlicrs,-lifc is iransitory, Onc tJay wc nnisi 
die. Oeath is ccnain, and so is the Lasi Day, Wc will, 
sureiy, liavc lo stand beforc God aftcr dcaih and 
answcr fDr oijr decds on thc canh, Whai, then, is otir 
ctcmal homc goiiig ta bc-Hcavcn nr Hell 1 

There is time still fnr us to mond nur ways, tn 
offcr honcsi repctuance for our misdceds of thc past 
and makc a rcal, sinoere cfrort far thc altainment uf 
Paradise. 

Should, God fnrhid, the resi of uur days in tlic 
wortd bc also spcnt inncglcct and iblly, thcn, be sure, 
ihcrc is nothing in storc for us in thc Hcrcafter savc 
regret amt ihc punishment of nelL 
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Lessoit t 7 


z I K R 


IslJim siands for seir-sunrcntbr and submission 
to God. If cails on mcn lo fashioii thcjr Eives accnrdmj» 
Ln tlie Divine WiiL Jt wants ihem tn be loyaE to Hiin 
in ali circurnsLances and in evcry sphcre of their 
condijci, pcrsonai as well as socia]. This can bc pos- 
siblc on]y whcti OLir nnndhs cyc is f]xcd pcrmancritly 
on thc Alintgtity, and ihc consciousness of His love 
and Glory nvcrshadows all nur thoughis atid aciions. 


It is, as such, onc of thc specia! tcachings of 
Islam that we rctnetnbci God nuich and often and 
Lccp our Tongucs fresh with the reciial of HLs namcs. 
praiscs and aEtributes. k is an exccllcnt and w^ell-tried 
mciiuRi ror prodncing in uur Eiearts His lovc and the 
consdousness of His Grcatness. It es nalLira] fur a 
man*s hciirt to bc nHed wdih the ]ove nf anyone un 
whose spiendour and cKcelicnce his mind dwells al| 
thc rtmc. 


In any w^ay, i[ is a fact that rretjucni rcincntbrance 
kindlcs thc ilaine of love and lends strcngth to it and 
so atso that the lifc of compEcic loyalty and Hubmis- 
sion to God wliich is ihe csscnce of [slam can be 
po.ssiblc only thrtmgli Divinc love Jt is lovc alonc lEiat 
makes onc the willing bondsman of another. As a 
Pcrsian vcr.sc says : 
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Whtil is Lov& ? 

Say ; 'To be Ihe bc!ovcd‘s bondsman." 


Canscquently, n very greal sircss has bcen laid 
in ihe Quran nnd by Ehe Prophcl on Zikr (God- 
rcnicnibrance). The Qurari rcads : 

O yc ivin> tefieve f celeitrdSir 
ske Pmi^es of God, and do sius 
ofien; and i(lorify iHm morninsi 
and evensii^. 

{XXXn! : di-42} 


^ ^ 7 ^ “ I" ’ ^ * V' 


And celebrase the Proises of 
God pitiod and ofSen : thos ye may 
prosper. 

{IJOl: iO) 



There are two ihings which kad one io forgci 
God when onc gets absorbed in ihcin. These are wealth 
and jamily. So ihe Quran namcs ihcm spedficady and 
warns Muslims againsi becoming a prisoncr to them. 


0 ye yvfio he!ie\-e t iei noS yostr 
riches or yonr oiiiidreii divers yosi 
from the rememhranee of Gad. }f 
acl Shm, She iot:s ss thcir on'7L 
fmi : 0) 


> j. jj ^ j ^ ^ 


Thc fivc ilaily pruyers (hiamaii arc obligaiory 
for Mnsllms. Thcsc praycrs, eeriainly, are a nicans of 
remcinbcrlng God and a very good one too. But ii 
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wouid not be propcr f(,r a Muslim to stup at ihcm 
considenng ihat if he had offcrcd thc Namaz lic had 
t alJ thaL waji rcqufi'cd nf him by wav of God- 
remenihrance and thcrc was no nccj tp d<; anything 
funJier . It js a clcar commandmcni of thai in 
adilitjon to nno should aiso noi ncglecj Zikr m 

ivhatcvcr state tme niay he. It is sald in Siira-i-Nissa : 

ye ptiss (congrnj^arional} J 

prayen. c^lebrare Goa; Proises 

Siandin}^, stning eioH'/i or 

iiV : W3} 

Thus. evc,n ihosc cngagcd in Jehad are enjoined 
to carry om tl,c m,- „fGnd kccnly and cnihusiasti- 
cally. Sayji Sura-i-Anfa!: ^ 

O ye wiw he{jeve f wften vf 
me£/ a bejlrn aml cal{ God ^ ^ ‘ 

rcmembrance mnch i 
*f{CiV}:/hti/ye may prsopcry **' .* 

{Vn!: 45} 


Ihis vcrsc, as ihc vcrsc trom SHra-i-.ntm 'o wc 
i?ivequoted earlier, ".\nd ceJt-braie ihc Pralscs nl'GoU 
much and nften : that ye tmy praspcr''. shows that 
^fkr hy ito mcans, cotistUutcs Ein unimportam factor 
"T dtc success antt fcliciiy of ihc bcEicvers. As against 
iMhe vcrsc from 5;.r«o- Mitna/tgoon wc nteinioncd 
a fcw Imcs ago candidJy dcclarcs ihat those who 
I- ll Jncs .Mi i„.an Ehm jusl i, ^mpulsory for a mun.m 

!0 0 ffci Numjiz [|VC Umcs 3 Llciy m ihc sitmc i>'av ii Es nho 
c.s:vc;nuj| f()j' him lo kccji himsuir cnpgcd n|\vav!> jji [}|c 
rcjciurnhjjinc-t 0} Gott. What i.wcijuircd is tiuu a Mq■;][[« 
ihnu ld noi W nce!«tfuE of ihc duiy (]f rcmcmhunni^ Gtyd 
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negleci ihc Zikr tl(j a vcry wrong ihing. Thcy aro iit 
great ksss, In Surii-!-Ra’[id. furihcr. li is statcd as a 
Lharaetcristic of Zikr thai it imparts peace and tran- 
L|uil!ilv to ihe niim! ancl Lhe sotil. 

kor wiflionf a 

reinemlyronce <>[ God do \iesins ^ ^ ^ ^i* 

find SO f lSfGCUQn. ^ f t l e t 

mn : 28 ) 

[\ is 1 'clated that once the Prophct was askcd who 
wouk! be the niost c?tahcd among thc scrvams of God 
on thc Last Day.. Thc PropliCE rcplkJ* 'Those who do 
the Zikr of Go'j bc thcy mcn or wotncn". 

Ha-/rai Abu Moosa reiatcs trorti the PrupUet ihat, 
"Tlitjsc w'h(> reEnciobcr Gotl and iho.sc who tlo noi arc 
like ttiosc who are alivc. aiid thosc who arc dcad (Le. 
ihosc who rememhcr GoJ anJ cclebrate Hts praiscs 
are a1ivc whilc ih(.isc wlio JniTt arc tSciul)". 

Rciat(;s Hay.rat Abdulla bin Onsar that thc Prophct 
oncc said. ‘Thcrc is a polish for cvcrything; h>r thc 
hcarts it is thcZi'iferof Allah. Nothing is morc cffcctive 
thcn Zikr for Jeliveryncc frf>m Divinc chastisemcnt." 

It shOLiiJ bc unJcrstood clearly Ihat thc rcal 
incaning Di/Jkr is tliat a man should ncvcr bc without 
thc ihoLighi 15f GLTtl. In whaievcr circ'Liinsiance.s hc 
may bc placcJ, wiili w‘haLevcr itsing he may bc oc- 
cupicJ. hc musi not allow' thinsc]f lo becomc unmind- 
ful of God, His laws and orJinLmccs. Though hjrthis 
il is rtoi ncccssary that thc tongLic slioutd also always 
bc repcaling His mnucs. aitribiucs clc., stidi a state 


142 - Whal Islam Is ? 


of perrTtaiiciu and [i]J-pcrv£nling GotJ- consciousnes!? 
is conimonly roiind only in devoiu scrvanTs of Lhe 
Lord who SLitceed in prnclucing within tlicmsel^es an 
cverlasting tiwarcness ofGciJ and u fecling of infinite 
dcyntlon to HEm tlirnugh freqnem Zikr. Thcre is 
develnpmg a lcndency ymong some nf ihe niotlern 
cdLicyicd people to hokl tJie Zfkr as totile. This is y 
gra^c fo]ly, Z}kr Is a mosi vaiiitiblc instrunvenL ibr 
forging a Ihdng Lind all-emhradng iink wdth Cod. The 
Prophct wa.s vcry clcar about its wnrth tind iniportance. 

U is rclateiJ by Hazi'at Abdijlla bin Busr that oncc 
a man prescnTcd hi!nsc]f bcfore ibe Prophet Jiid said^ 
"O Prophc t of God, thcrc arc ntimerotJs teachings of 
Islam. Plcasc io4l nic somcthing whicb I mayliold 
fasi forcvcr". Tiic Prop]n;t rcplicd. "Kccp ynurtongtie 
wet always wkh thc Zikr oF Allah.^' 

AnothcrTraditbn l■c]al^;d by Hazra( Abu Huraira 
rcads; ’'Gf)d says, "Whciii anyone remcnibcrs Mc and 
liis iips niovc in My Zfk}\ j am by bi.s side*," 

Somc Zikr-Formulas of tJie Prophet 

The YaJue and impurtancc of Z}kr w^ouid havc 
bccomc apparent Utjni liic Quranio verses and Tradi- 
Ttons wc Iiavc just duotcd. Wc havc sccn how Zikf of 
AlJah promotcs and strengthens Divine 1ove in our 
hcarts. Bctow wc give soitic of thc favour]tc Z!kr-for- 
of thc holy Prophct. 

Poremost 

ReJatc.s Ha^rat labccr froni the ProphcE tJiat ; 
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^The best of all 2;^ is the Zikf of 1:^5 n 

Narnites Hazrat Abu Huraira iJiat thc Prophct 
oncc rcriiarket! t '^Whcn anyonc recitcs 
troni thc dcpth of liis hean thc galca oT thc heavcns 
open tor ihc KaUma till it reachcs Ihc seventh heavcn 
provltled. of coijrse, that the devotec abstains fronj 
ihc major stns." 

According to anothcr traditlon thc Prophet is 
reported to havc said, "Once Moscs bcggcd (hc Lord 
tn tdl hini something through which he could dn His 
Zikr. Thc Lord toid him to do so ihrough ihc Kalima 
of upon whidi Mosc said^ "Thss ts what 

cvcr>' oirc does. 1 want somcthing :^pcchir. Canic thc 
repiy, Tf thc scvcn heavens and all thc- lieaventy 
crcalurcs and thc scven clEmcs on the earth and all 
ihai is containcd in thcm arc phiced on one sidc of' 
thc batiinicc aruJ the Kalima of ail on ihc 

oiher, the latcr shail tum oul 10 bc hcavicr\" 

Such, indced, is the splendour ot' 
. Pcoplc, iinforumately, takc ii 10 be a mcrc phrasc, 
Thc prcsenl wrirer him.?elf has hcard it froni an 
inspircd dcvoEcc oT thc Lord in a mon-ient of rare 
spiriiual feeling ihat^ ''Ef someonc woth the entire 
wcahh of the wnrld at his command w^erc to tell mc 
to gjve him onc Kalima of<iyiJij^i4JU)rccited by me In 
return for his trcasures this huinbk scl:f sErall refuse 
to dt) so," 

The Third KaJima 

Rclates HLtzarai Sumara bin Jundub that thc 
Prophet once said ihat of all ihc spokcn woj lIs and 
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thc Kaiimas thc most eKCeltem were thcse four : 

N arr jit c s A b u H ara ira-1 hat :he Pro p tic i s aid, ' 'Th^ 
Kaiimn ^ 1 aj:>ijy t=i—11 uf' 

Ts dearer tu nic (hLtn thc ciuirc world on which ihe 

SLJ] .ShilTCS, 


TEiis Kciiirna. iji niost coiTiplcic anj cu[uprchcTi- 
sivc and al] thc aspccis of Divine Praisc are covercd 
somc Trailciions ihc phra.se 
is Lilsi) inciudcd in ii. [| occurs ahcr , A 

tcvorcii splriiuiil mcntur uscJ to cxpluin Lhc import 
f>f thc Kaiima to thc prcscnt writcr in folN>win^» mun- 
ncr i 

^tCjt^-Glory bc to God\-Frcc from a]l 
laults and blctnishes anii cjtEtcr thing.ti tliat Ltrc noi 
worthy of His Gtory uiLa+Al . "Praisc bc tO God/- 
Hc Es tlic cnibodĔmcni of perfcc!inii and dic ccntrc of 
cvcry kind ni" virtuc, Uherctorc) liII praisc Is for Mim. 
and whcn sttch la His Gltuy tbcii Hc is absolulcJy 
blctiiishlcss aniJ ull the wontJerfut Yjrtycs are as- 
scntblcd In Him. Hc alonc Is our l-Drd and ific .solc 
obJccT ol ouj' iicart .•! ilcsire ailjt; ^'i ^ ^ . 'TJicrc is 

no God savc rijm ^-W^c aj'c His owti hclplcss sfavcs 
and of no onc clsc . 'Goil is Grcat\-I !o 

is Mosi Pnwortnt^ Alniighty. wt Cijn nevcr actiiiii 
nur.scJyc.s of our lEutics to Him as His slayes nor 
cLin wc cvcr gatn ncarncss uiun Him cxccpi thLti 
Hc Mitiisclf blcsscs us wdth His graec 

. 'Thcrc ts no powcr or vtrti.ie but m God'." 
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Tasbihat-i-Fatmia 

A well-known Tr^didon of tbc Prophei has U 
that the Prophet^^s baloYed daughter (and Ha/rat AITs 
wifc), Ha/Eai Patiinat used lo pcrfomi all the domestic 
dutics w'ith hcr own hands, She had even to draw' 
waier from thc wcll arid to carry it hume and to grind 
the corn in thc minsionc. Onc day shc begged the 
holy Prophet lo providc her wiih a clomesiic scrvam 
upon which the tU-ophet obscr^cth '1 will tell yoti of 
something that will seTve you bctter Jhan a donicsiic 
scrvant. Recite 33 times, 33 

tinies, and 34 tirnes aftcr cach !^amaz and 

on reiiring to bed. This wi]| be of greater yalue to you 
than a servant." 

AnothcrTradition says^ "Whocvcr will recite artcr 
^iich Nanmz 33 LimeSt 33 timcs^ and 

34 times, and, at ihc cnd of it, tite Kaltma of' 
I ^ J I *0 <*jo I ^ I ^ I ii 

(Thcrc Es no God but onc God. He is alone, Mo partncr 
hatli He. Unto Him belongs Sovcrcignty and unto Him 
belongs Praise and He is all-Powcrfij.]U all his iins 
wiil be fQrg!vcn evcn if ihey be as prntusc as thc 
foam of Lhe sea.’' 

Subhan Allah we Behamdlii 

[t is rclaLcd by Hii/rat Abu Huraira LhaL the 
Prophcl said, "Hc w ho w ih rcciLc a 

luEndred times marning and evcning rcgulariy no one 
shall take witli him a greater provision of virtLtc to 
the Hercahcr ihaii him savc Ibc pcrson who rccitcd 
it cvcn inorc." 
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Anpthcr 'rrndition related agjitn by Ha/rat Abu 
Huraira says : "'Pwo phrases sit very lightly on thc 
tonguc but arc vcry hcavy 4n thc Balanee of Dccds and 
God lovEs thcni vcry mudt. Tliesc 
and 

Thcrc nre rnany othcr Zikr-formuUts coiniitciidcd 
by thc Prophct. Bui ihe t'cw wc luive givcn licrc arc 
c|iiitc sufticicEit tcir anynnc to adtjpt t'or rcgLilarrccitation. 

As rcgard.s ihc rcward atid rcctniipense in thc 
Hcrcattcr proinised in iJic Triii.[iii£3ns it needs hc notcd 
that (herc is no fi?ted measurc c>r a standard yard-stick 
fbr itn Whocvcr wiH recite a KaUmo Zikf sincerely 
and with no othcr objcct tlian thc propitiailon of Gt.id 
will. Insha Allalt. mcrit thc rult rcwanJ no muticr how 
many timcs and at wEial honr hc Jocs so. Biit wdien 
a spiritual giiidc presoribcs a Zskr J-br anyone t-‘or n 
piirtioular purpcisc likc thc kindling ot' Dlvinc love or 
thc awakcniiig of dtc hcan and thc crcatlon of £i 
pcrmancnt consciousnc.ss c.3f God or Tor thc craLhcalion 
of a mEJral or spiritual ailmcni i| isneccssary to follf>w 
die rOLLtine Eie lays ilown nnd to do the Zikr as Tminy 
times as hc tells. WiihoTtt this thc Ltcsircd rcsults 
CLLttn(3i bc oEitainc^LL by thc dcv(.]iec. Ff>r otample^ if a 
pcrson rcLJitcH ihc Sura of .■;7- Hamfi-o-Shiirif or any 
c.3thcr Siira id thc QLjra]i as an iicl cjt' rcligLLius inerit 
thcre is no hann if hc docs so oncc in tlic morning, 
oncc at nooTt. i.>ncc in thc atEcriioon, (3ncc iti tEie 
cvc3iing and a couplc of Einics in thc nighi, btiE if tic 
w^aiits 10 bani ihc Siira by lican, also, hc will havc 
to rccilc ii scorcs oi liincs tJuring onc silting. Otlicr- 
wisc, lic will noi Eic able eo rticmorise ii.This isciujctly 
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Ihe dittcrciice: bctwccn an ordiriary Zikr aimcd only 
at Divlnc rcward aiicl thc Kpccjal Zikr which spiHtual 
menlois prcscrihc to discipics tor the cure of 'd 
spirhua] nitjrhidity ar as a means for thc atiainmcm 
of any nibcr ribjcctivc ot' a similar category. Many 
pcoplc gct caught in confusion because of not knowing 
ihis ditterence. This is why tltesc few Tincs have becn 
adJcd here. 

The reading ftf ihe Quran* 

Tltc rcadirtg ot ihc Qorani is also a very goud 
ZikrH A Tradition says ; 

L, Stinic p4:u|]l'i; lIh;jc duys hclityc iTiat mcchnniciil rcmlin^ 
ij| thc t^uraii. iiilitmuL JtiMowiag its mcanin^» is usclcsii 
Thcy* |n;rti«p3. imttginc ihc Qiiry.n tu he likc any otlicr 
liDoSc i-itilI jtiiiT iis j[ ]S ['utUii 10 rcad a bonk iinless ortc uhi> 
LinderMLikJid %ii'ti;LL i1 iri lhi£ samc v^'ay ihcy tecl Lhi4l 

thc rcading uT thc QtkrnLi iilsn wlihout foilovving lU tmports 
ii moLiJiitjjjJeis. Bui thc LriJih is EJi.At the Quivin isjusi mni 
Ijke LuiyoLhtjr btjuli- U is Ute Book of Ood and noihirvg 
hc^idcs iT Thc mcrc rcading of il, wiih JLit rcy^treucLi and 
huntiliiy. is uDl without itJi Jiignificancc. ll indkwtCE dc^O- 
Linri in Gi^d, Jmd. [|iuk:. ii hccornos aii act af worship. Knd 
iTic purj)os«: ol roadiEig iheC^uran hecn only Uj rcalaiw: tCi 
iriipLjrl and It; apprcciEUc inlcMigenlly whai at seeks lo 
convc.y, il would nol Linve hccn nccc-KSiiry to rtiCiLC Uie 
Surn ot' rLiioha us Tiiuny as tour timca iji thc coursc Lif u 
single Namaj. Only oncc ■«■'ould havc hccn cnnugh for 
knowinc iEs mcaning. Such n misUrtiluriiliindirLg arlics^ 
gctkcraLly.anttmg those who iinaginc God Lo hcTOmcthing 
oI jl wnrldli' sovcrcLgn. Thcy ha.vc ni> iiJca ot Kis Supicmc 
McJoycdtie^s acjd lbfi Worfihipfu]ncss. '{'hcy havc kntjwn 
liiiKi and acccptcd Him only wjrh Ehcir tninds^ThcirheLiTtH 
ilfi noL juJly pariicipjitc in it, Togcther witJi tJiis. it shoultJ 
al^o lic ri.oucjnhcrt.-J tliat thc rcal purpose or thc QUTan- 
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supcriority ot thc Word God ovcr any 
othcr wgrd is the same as the supcriority of God over 
Tny of Hes oreaturc." 

And I‘l3KriiL Ahdt]IItt hin iMasood rclatos rroni tlte 
Prophei rhat : "He who reads onc klter of the Quran 
fof hiin therc h onc virtue and ihc reward on thls 
virtLEc is eqija] to that tm ten oihcr yirtues. W'hen I 
.say this I Jt> nni [nean thai is one kttcr hut diat 
is one Jetter, anotJtcr and ihe thirtl." 

Yct anothcr TraditbnH as relatcd by Ha/rai Ahu 
Ijuama, reaJs' i 

'O PeoplCi read (J>e Quran. On the Day oj jLtdgc- 
inent thc Ouran will intcrccdc ^ortliose who wĔlI have 
becn reading it fin thcir llyos)." 

Some Suggesiions 

l. Therc is no ncetl for tlrose in whnsc hearts 
Zikr {>f Ailah has conie to dwclJ permancntly as a 
rcsult of constani endea^our and becomc a part of 
thclr existeiice to f'o!!uw a set rnuTine or lo ntakc a 
special offori in ihis respecL Eut if common pcoplc 
JiJte Lis wanr to strengthcn their bond wiih GotJ and 
to partake of its auspieiou.sncss and blcssedness tliey 

ijT-i 1 danci; antl ingLrntticm^can bc rcaliscd only whcn il i^: 
propcrly utidcrstood, whcn jt is rcad carcfuHy and ihc 
mcaniTiKS iof ils ^crscii nrc sludicd diligciitty. This is ihc 
bu.‘ij way i>1 runding jt and a ^ouncc cif grealer augustncsa. 
Al ttic satnc limc. ihc mcre rtadin j; 0^ thc QuTBn. aJjij, is 
noL /utilc.ThccorTtciartd thc haiartccd vicw in ihis cmtticr 
is whiiC we ]iAvi; stated hcrt.. 
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must practise the Zikr ai 3 fixed timc and in a fixed 
numbcr accortling to their mdividual circumstanccs. 
Beticr still, lliey should scek ihe advicc of a spiritual 
guitje while choosing a Zikr fornmla for thcmse]ves. 
Or, thcy can sclect a Katima from ihe Kalimas wc 
have given above whkh mLiy be most suitcd to thch 
tcmperament. Timc shoulcl also be set aside daily for 
thc reading of ihc QLiran. 

2. A s far as pos.s I b lc, t he mc an i ng o f the Kalim a 
iisecl for Z{kf' shoutd be kept m mind during ihe 
rccilation. The Zikr shoutd be done wiih an activc 
awarcness of Divine Ginry and Magnificence and with 
the tbcling and Ihc belief that God was ncar^ nght 
thcre, listening to every word that was heing reciied. 

3. Wazu is noi nccessary for Zikr. It can bc 
done frecty wdthout thc Waza, Tho rewarJ will not 
suffer because of it. But the cffulgcnce and spirityal 
effectivencss of the Zikr is vcry rnuch cnhanced when 
it is donc with Wazu. 

4. It has bcen seen earlior ihai Lho ihird 

is the 

most comprehcn&ive onc among all the Kalimas. if it 
is adoptcd for recitation h can fulfil alJ the necds. 
This writcr ]ias scen thut spirltual mcniors gcnertilly 
prcscribe it to thcir disciplcs aiong whh Dnrooil ShanJ 
and Istighjcir^, 


1 iJcall with NcjTdnilcty in Lcssons XIX uttd XX 
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DU’A 


When it is dcfinitc; and heyand Jijiputc thai 
whatcver happensin The world happens by the Wl]| of 
God aml that every ihieig that cxists [ics absoluiely 
in His powcr tmd control, it is nianifcstly nauirat for 
tts tu suppilcatc 10 Hini In our necds^ big as well as 
smal]. rolEowers of all religlons besccch Gotl and 
address thcir petitions to Him. But In Jslam it is a 
matier C3f paramount importancc. States the Quran : 



.fj fJOi hitcause o/you if ye J ^ 1 

cnil twl on Him. iXXV : 77\ 

Togcther with calling on us to snpplkatc to God 
in C3ur nccds ihc puran also gocs on lo assurc tliai 
God is vcry ckssc to Hls scrvants : Hc hears thcir 
pciiuons and grants ihcm. 

My strvami ask Oue 

conceriung Me. / um ind^ed eiose ^ j, ^ 

to ihem. f iisieti to ihe prayer i}f 
cvcrv siippHoni when he cuUeih ^ 


on Me. 
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Thc holy Prophei also assuresi thal to beg to Gnd 
for our nceds, to turn to Him and to irake our petidons 
to Hirn^ is the vory csseiico aiu! rtiarrow f>f worship. 
Says he t 

(making of camesi cntreaiics lo God) !S 
worship." f AccorJing to another version» theTradition 
rcaJs : "Oii'a is thc cssence an J marrow of worsljip) " 

"Noihing enjoys a loftier place in tlie sighi of 
God-than 

GoJ is Jisplcascd with thosc who do not beg fnr 
thcir necJs lo Hint. Thc Pruphci Is reporieJ to havc 
sakl. "God is displeascd with His servant who does 
noi supplicaic fOT hts nccJs (o liim.'' 

Glory bc ! It' a person approaches a dose Iriend 
or a near rclativc wJth Itts needs cvcry now^ und then 
thcy get sick of him. biit God is so marvclluusly 
gracious and bcrsevoient to llis scrvants thai Hc gcts 
angry if they Jo nol tum lo Him in iheir necd. A 
TraJition stiys : 

"For whom the doors Di<'a have openeJ for 
him the dnnrs of tnercy have opcneJ.'’ 

v\nywayi to pray lo God for i)ne's necds or for 
thc reatisation of onc‘s ambhlons es ncii only a mcuns 
lu thcir fulfilincni bui aho a supcrb act of worship 
and GoJ is vcry happy with him who Joes so. Hc 
opcns ihc gatcs of His incrcy lor hinu Ttiis is truc uf 
all supplicaiions wtiCthcr they be of a rcligmus or 
spiritual nature or for a wrorld!y ne-ed. Thc only con- 
Jiiion is that Jic ohjcci or necd shoulit bc of a lawfu.l 
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iind legitttiiatc kttid. Tn prtty for an impropcr or sinful 
thing is also miproper and sinful. 

The grcJUcr thc depth of feeling, ihc slrongcr the 
rcalisation of (>ne*s own hclpesisncss and Elie firmer 
Lhe conyiction ot Divine Omnipotencc and 
Bencvolcnce wiih which a prayer is made, thc greatcr 
thc chances arc of its atccpiance, A praycr which 
does noi spring from thcr iieart but is utiercd only by 
Lhe mouth as a formality js not a praycr Thc Propitet 
says : 

"God does not grant a prayer thai h niade wiLh 
a sleeping heart." 

God listens lo prayers at atl honrs but we ieam 
from Tradiikins that there arc certain occasions on 
which if ii prayer is miadc ii stands greatcr chances 
ofacceptancc as^ Tur insiancc, afteruFarz (ob]Ĕgaiorv) 
Namax, during dic iaier part of thc night, ai ihe time 
ot brcaking a fast or at any other niomcni of a simiiar 
natLirc whcn a good act is pcrfomicd, and during the 
cunrse of a joui ncy particularly when j[ is undcrtaken 
tor a rchgious purpuse and for ihc sakc of Ood, 

It is noi nccessary for a ntan to be a saint. or 
innoccni yf sin, for his praycrs tu bc granicd, It is 
irue ihat tiie praycrs of noble and yiriuous pcrsons 
are grantcd morc than tbosc of others but ii ihjcs not 
mean that thc praycrs of ortlinary nicn and sinncrs 
are noi hcard at ali. Onc, Thercforc, niusE not give ijp 
making supplicalions to God thinking wduu would thc 
hjos (>f a sinncr tlo. God. the Bcnc^icicnt. 
the MercEfui, listens lo ihc praycrs of His sinning 
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seryanis, loo, jiist as He feeds Lhcm and clolhcs thcm 
in spite uf iJicir misdeeds. Evcryonc shoyld, thcrcfore, 
pray. Wc havc seen how Du'a U rcgular worship. 
Divtnc rccompense will in any ca.sc be hts who will 
engiige himself in il. 

ri will bc foo]Esh to loosc hctin and cease praying 
if the Dbject tbr which an earnest prayer is made to 
Gud is nui realised. God. in any cveni, Is nnt bound 
by our dcsircs* Somc.tiniics. in His judgeinem, ii is in 
our own intcrest that our prayers shuutd nut be granted 
at once. Sometlmes dehy is found by Hini to bc bcttcr 
fur iis. But, wc, in our ignorancc, get disheartcned. 
\Ve arc inclined tu be hasiy and w^hen uur prayers arc 
not answcred we give up praying as futile, As a 
Trpdltion af thc Pmphct assurcs us : 

”Du'a nevcr wastcd. But ihc tumts uf its aecep- 
tance vary. Sumeiimes a pcrson gets wliat hc bcgs 
for* Somctimcs God does not think it bcst fur liim 
thai the thing he prays fur should bc gr.antcd. >So Hc 
doc.s noi givc ii to him but, in iLs place, a greatcr 
favour is bcstowpj on liini or ati irr^pcndmg calaniity 
is avened ur the prayer is made an atoncmcnt for his 
sins. tSincc ihe supplianl doe.s not knuw it hc imagines 
that hls cntrcaties and supplications have come tu 
nothing}. Soinetime.s the prayer is Tiimcd into ;hc 
liarvcst uf titc Hcreaftcr. Ttic object for which a pcrson 
prays is noi grantcd to him in tliis lifc but a grcater 
rcwards is resci'vcd for him In thc lifc lo conic as a 
:ompcosatiori tt^crcoT'' 

.j\nd liere is anuther : 
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"Sniijc pcople, many uf' whosc pruycrs had not 
hccn ^rantcd in ihis worldh whcn ihcy will see in thc 
Hcrcciftcr tlic glorious rcwtirdii and bic.ssirvgs that had 
hccn sct aside for tliem as a rccompcnse f'or thelr 
untultillcd praycrSr will cxchiim'mournfLillv howgreat 
wouUI it havc heen had nnno of thcir praycrs becn 
granted in thc world so that thcy could get thc com- 
pcnaation tbr thcm all in thc Hcreattcr," 

In finc. everyonc wdio bclievcs in God shuuld 
niake ii n hablt uf hEs lu call on Hini for hls needs 
wiih all hls heart ^nd wiih an unshakcahEc faith in 
the Ocnmpntcnee and thc Bcticvolence of the Almighty 
and beljeving pusitiycly that tfic prayer wjtl bc 
grantctl. He inust be surc in liEs hcart that his prayer 
shaJl rLCvcr, nevcr go w^astc. 

Thc cnJcav[)ur sliotild bc to pray in w^ords richly 
cxprcs.sivc of Divinc Might und Magnitlccncc imd of 
one‘s own total heiplcssness. Many prayers arc con- 
(ained in thc QLiran and hundrcds of them in the 
Traditions. Thcsc praycrs. ihc praycrs [jf thc Quran 
a-niE the Tradjtion, arc by tar thc best, A sclection of 
forty of ihcse prayers is givcn ai ihc end of thc book. 
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Lessoa 19 


DUROOD SHARIF 

DurouJ Sharit' is an invnt:ation make tn Gnd 
to bnstow His chokest favours aml on thc 

Proptici. It is a kind of prayer. Thc trmh is tiiat, aftcr 
Godi tl)C grcatest obiigation on. us Is thal of fhe sacred 
Prophct (Peace smd Blessings nf God bc upon whnm). 
l-lc unUcrwent irenteTidous harUships and endurcd the 
bitteresl nF persecutions in ordcr to convey thc divine 
giitciancc lo us. Had hc ntJL bornc thcse trials and 
suffcrings thc liglit of faith wnulU ncvcr havc rcachcd 
us. We wouid be dwellmg In the glnpm of apn.stasy 
and making nur homc in Heli after deaih, 

Sincc faith is ihc greatest blcssinjg on thc. eanh 
and wc havc auained it solcly through the mcrcjtul 
agcncy of thc Prophel, our greatcsi benefactnr. nest 
To God, is Propliet Mohammath There is nothing w^c 
can do to pay back the cnorinous debl of graliiijdc 
wc ow^e liini. Wc cun only pray for him to God as a 
token oT our loyalty and gratefulness. 

But wdiat praycT can make titat may be worthy 
of the Prophet ? Naiurally, nonc besides tliat God may 
magiiify hlm and bless hini with His choiccsi favours. 
Thi.s is just what Durood is. 
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Thc Quran clearly cnjoins on us tt> offer the 
Diirood, and m what a wonderful manncr docs ii do 





hitn and salnte hini tt-iih atl 

respei:{. 

{XXXm :5{f} 

In ihis vcisc wc are first told ihai God HInisclf 
honours thc Prophci and holds him in strongest af- 
octmr, «nd that His Angcls also do thc samo.thcy pty 
Lrence to hnn and bcseech God to bless iiini w^ith 
Kt. must m3rvcl\am favours. The versc then gocs on 

o 1 hi,rand r? 

U,= o^n nan I "" t>efore 

thmZ 'vg-™icare is takcn tu ckplain to us 

th4t the dirng wc arc bcing rcquircd ttj do fs someihins! 

Tn^ - ' i '■'J' “> God and which the 

is ^rcwih h ^ it. what Musiim 

is [horc worth hrs nEime who will n,n maka it a rali^io.., 
diity 10 offer thc Durood V “■'araiigm„s 

Beiow^c giv, a few Traditions of the Prophct 
cAtnliing ihe vinuc and mcrii uf Dui.uod Sliarif. ^ 

Tiic Prophc, is reported lo liavc said : 

will <w nio oncc God 

.iUnnrcr ten favo„r.s oi, i,im.- (in another Tradition 

lias Edso hecn said that. "0„d will forgivc l.i, tcn 
Sins and rarse hrrn higher it, rank hy icn dcHrecs)". 
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'^Thcre are niany angeLs nt' God wliose special 
Liuiy is thiiL ihcy keep on moying in the worid and 
whichcver tohowcr of mine sends blessings on mc 
they cairy it to mc at^oncc,'^ 

Gracions is the Lord ! Our Duruotl is cummuni- 
catcd 10 ihc Prophct by thc atigcls aml throin^h it we 
gei achancc of bcing mcntioncd iti his prcscncc, What 
greatcr honour could thcrc bc f'or us* rcalEy ? 

The Prophet says : 

"Cbsest to mc on the Day ot' RerjuitaS will be 
he who sends blessings on me oticner/' 

^That tnan is a big miscr in wliio.se prcsencc my 
nanie is taken anJ he does not offcr ihc Durood." 

'^Miiy hc bc disgraccd in whose prescncc my 
namc is takcn and hc Pail.s lo offcr thc Durood." 

In sum, to scnd blessings on the Prophet is a 
foretnost duty we owe to him a source of siupcntbus 
virtue antl blesscdness and the fuimtainhead uf 
prodigious blcssings m this world and tlie ncxt. 

Words of Durood 

Once thc Companions askcd thc Prophct^ "How 
are wc lo offcr Durood and salLitation 'P' 

The Prophct advl.scd thctn about Durood-i- 
Ibrahimi which Is rccircd Iti thc Nasna;^, Wc havc 
alrcady rcproduccd it in Lcssnn IL 

Vcry ninch similar to Durood-i-lbrahimi. but a 
littlc shorter* is another DurouLt which was also laughl 
by the Prophet. Ii rcads : 
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0 Aiiah / mu^^ni/y Pniphel 
the Unienered, hi^ 
^vnes. tfte tTiojhers af she f3ithftil. 
his posserisy ifr*Uo\vers}. and his 
fmniiy as Thuu hast mppii/ied she 
fafmty of Ihrahim. Ye.rity, Tium 
ors she Prctiseit^orshy, ttse 
MajessiCr 


O t ^ jj ^ j 

11'' i ■^i ■'H' .V ^ 



Whcncvcr we t-jke Lhc tturne oi Thc Prnphct ur 
tiilk Libuut hhn or hcar Eiboui him from anyone we 
shuuld Eit oncc scnd biessin^^s on InnL On sueh oc- 
casLons it is enough lo sny nnly or 

Ls a 

D^ily HotJtinc 

S oine d CT c rnnnct I pcrsu ns w i t h a n a t ij ra 1 tl al r ii n d 

tondncss for Dnrond^i-Shari^ niiike: it a rc^uUir halnt 
nj recitc tt thiuisjmds of timcsdaily. But if weak-w ilied 
inen llkc onrseiycs can managc to reekc h A htindrcd 
liincs moniing and evcningWtth prnpcr dcvniion Eind 
rcvercncc ihey will proHt so mucJt by ir and therc 
wiit bc sudi cxq]itsiic fuvf>Hrs of the Prnphtt on him 
that U ts not possihlc even to iiriaginc thcm. jn ihis 
worUl. 

rtic lotlnwinp Duronil sharii' is suggcsted to 
those who may bc waniin^ to know u bricfone i 

1J li i) 1(Ovvi 

O Albh ! maj^nify MoJumimad. the Unleticred 
ProphCL. and IjIs tamily. 
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Lessan 20 


TAUBA 

Got] scnt Jown His ApO!i[I.O;js into thc woTkl (md 
rcYCiilcd His Books ihrough. thonii so ihat mcn tiiay 
leam to di.stinguish gootl from cvjh Yiitue froni vtcc, 
aml carn lor litcn3se]vcs Di^ine approbaiion am! 
deliYcrcnoe in thc life. to comc hy ahsiaining fro(ii. [hc 
wlckcil and thc unlawful and adopting what wns good 
and viriuous, ThuSp ihusc who rcjcci the faiih and 
refusc lo bc.ricvc in tlic Prophct.s and Ehe Divinc- 
guidanco with wdtiob they had bcen raiscd up, thcir 
whole exiNictice, so to speak» ihi onc of Uotnmcc and 
transgrcssion. Thcy arc lotally mdit^tcrcnt to thc tncs- 
sage scnt down by Allah, Thcy wnll liavc noilimp lo 
do witli it. Unless they bclicyc in thc Mcsscngc3's and 
Aposilcs raiscj up hy God and in thc hoty Scripiurcs 
i'cvca]i:d by Him. and, pardcularly. in thc Last of ihc 
ProphclSs Pruphet Mohammad, and the Divinc Book 
he broughh Ĕ-o,. (hc hoiy Quran, and ucccpt his 
guidance thcy caii ncvcr hopc to anain thc good 
plca.surc L>f Gud und suooess and salvatiiin in thc 
Hcrcaher, Thc dcnial of Godi His Apmstlcs and His 
Bnnks is nnt partEnuablc. ]l L-anndt be condoTicd. 'nhs 
fact has bcen (uadc ahundantly clcar hy cvcry ProphcT 
oT Gud during his timc. In any casc, it is cs.sctitial Tor 
thc salvation ol’ thc Apo.statcs and Polyihcists fhat 
tlicy tlrst oT ail rcmumced Aposta.sy and Polyiheism 
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arjJ loot to the paih tjf Fatth and Monolheism, Without 
it ^talYutEon h not possible, 

Tltose who believe in th& Prophcts and atTirm 
their IntenLion to Hvc aCcorJmg to their tcachings ylso 
sotneiittiies tall into error. They are mislcJ by ihe 
Devil or by their own baser instincts and impulses 
into committing a sin, For such defauliers God has 
kcpt ihe door of Tauba (RepcriLance) opcn. 

Taubii mean.s ihal if a per.son inaiiy slip into Tolly 
anJ be gmlty of a sin or an acl of trausgrcssion again.st 
Lhc law of GoJ hc sliould teel genuinely sorry anJ 
ashamcJ ovcr it. and resolve sinccrciy not to do so 
agatti, anJ seck the forgivcness L>f God with al! his 
hcari. It is statcd in thc Qiiran and thc Tradilions that 
by domg only thls much a man's sin is forgivcn and 
ke siiccccJs in winning the pleasurc [jf the AlmighSy. 

Ii is cssential lo know that T?uba is not voca] 
pcnhence. It is not at all a maltcr of uticrjng so niany 
words of repentancc. The sorrow must be sinccrc, ihc 
shame must be fe1r in ihe heart and ihe resjoluiion 
not to repcat (hc fol[y anj bc guilty of thc sin again 
musi bc toially genuine. 

k is Itkc this. Supposc in a flt or tcmper or in a 
momcnt ul aciite dcprcssion a pcrson .swallaws poison 
with thc mteniion nf killmg hinisclf, But whcti Eiie 
poison bcgins lo work anJ a ihousand knives bcgin 
to tear his intesiincs mto picces and hc knows Eliat 
death is ncar. lie rcpenTs his foIly and crics oui in 
dcsperation fnr medical relicr Now^ at ihat lime, his 
nrsi thougln will be Thai if he surv[ved he wmuld ncvcr 
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touch tlie puison agLiin or think of committing surcide* 
This cxactly should be Lhe state of the man whorcpents 
afler sin. His heart sHould be seized by tlie fear of 
Divinc Chasiisement, the resolution noL to Jo the thing 
again should bc an honest resoultiDn and so aiso his 
cntrcaiics to Gocl for forgjvcncss. 

If such a state of fcc!ing is realiscd by a pcrson 
in any dcgrec he shouiJ be sure that the stain of sin 
Inis becn washett away anJ Lhe gates of mcrcy havc 
opencJ for him. After such a Tauba thc sinncr is 
completcly absolvcd of hls sin, he is thoroughly 
sdnctified and bccnmcs cvcn Jcarcr in the sighi of 
God than lie was before^ so much so ihat sometimcs 
a person succeeJs in attaining» through Tauba, a place 
whicl] woulJ be hard to reach even aftcr a hundrcd 
years of prayer and fasting. 

A!l this that we have said on thc subjcct nf Tauba 
was derived cntirely from the twin sources of the 
Quran and the Traditlons* Wc are golng now to con- 
sidcr snmc of thc relevant verseH of the Quran : 


O yc ! ntrn u) Gnd 

shicere repciUance : in jhc 
hope !h£2i yoiir Lord rciJiove 
jrom you yoiir ills and admt! yojj 
lo Gordeni heneaUi yvhk'h rivers 
Jlow. 


itIA v»J 3 ■■ * - 

t-y 1 
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■ ^hy lurn they not lo God, and 
seek HJs /dr^iveri€ss ? foT God is 
Ofi~forgivingt Most Merci/itl. 

{V: 77} 

whtn Ihosteome <o <A« >vho 

beiieve tn Oitr Sr jnj, ja)? : "Peace ^ 

be on ytjcj/ your Lord hath 
inscribĕdpr Himsei/(ihe rule of} ^ 

\tercy ; Veriiy, if any of you did ^ 

evii in ignorarice, ond thcrea/tet. 
repented, and amended 
canducO; io, r^Ji, 

Oft-forgivingy Most Merci/ul" 
i V) : 54) 

ALsOi lools ai the following TraJitions : 

"Go(J Siiys. ‘O My Crcatores [ you commii tbllic.'; 
day iind niglit and I can forgive them alL So, 

My forgivene!is. I woll forgtvcL" 

"God c^iends the arm of Mcrcy and FoT:givencss 
evcry night so that the sinners of thc day may rcpeni 
and seek His pEirdan and cvcry day so that the simiers 
of thc ntglH tiiay repent and scck His pardon and ii 
shall be likc this witli God till the sun riscs ^rom the 
Wesi near thc Doomsday/' 

"A inan commitied a sin and ihcn hc prayed lo 
God. G Lord. \ havc sinncd. Forgive meL Upon thts, 
the Lord f>bscrvcd, 'My servant knuws ihat thcrc is 
a God who can punish hini. for his sin as well as 
forgivc. i havc forgiven the sin fo My scrvant. The 
pcrson ahstained troin sin as long as Ihc Lord wished 
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afier which he again went astray and feJl into irans- 
gressiori. 1-lc oncc agMti prayed to Godt *0 Lord^ J 
have sinned* Forg!vc me/ The Lord observed. ‘My 
scryant knows that ihere is a God who can chastlse 
him tor sinning as well as forgive. i have forgivcn 
the sin of My servant\ He remained frcc from sin as 
long as the Lord wishcd and thcn was again gujity of 
it. Oncc again hc praycd tn God, *0 Lord* 1 have 
slnncd, Forgive nie’. The Lord observed. 'My scrvant 
knnwns for certain that there is a God who can punish 
as welJ as forgive him for his stti. i have forgiven the 
sin of My servant\" 

<?“ '^On who sceks Divinc forgivencss after sin be- 
comcs like one whu has never been guilty Df a sin." 

Thcse Tiaditions show how MerciPul and Oft- 
Forgiv1ng is Ihc Lord. To gci cmboldened by thcm 
and to siart indulging freely in sin^iit activities on thc 
slrength uf Tauba is nm worihy of a Musiim. Such 
^crses and Tradiiions should^ on the conirary. iend 
greater strength to ihe ]o vc of God. They should niake 
onc fecl that U realJy was the height of meanness to 
acl against the wishes of such a Compassionaie and 
Benevo]em l.ord. H a master bc of a inost kind and 
affectionate naturc. would ii hccome his scrvants to 
pay back his kindness and cffection by yjolating his 
wishes and disobeying his commamls ? 

What tijose vcrscs and Traditions seek to convey 
is thai should a person succumb to the tempiauons cif 
the Dcvil or lo hls nwn ignoble deslres and inclinalions 
and commit a sin he must not despair of ihe mercy 
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of the Lord and lose iill hope nf salyatioti, He siiauld^ 
on the oth&r handt turn his b^ck inimediately on thc 
lapse and Iry eamcstSy ro remove its siain through 
Tauba, by bcgging God, in all sincerity, His tbrgive- 
ncss. The Ahnighiy, inHis Tnfinite Mercy, will forgivc 
and instead of being angry with hini. He wilJ becorne 
cven more plcascd for regretrjng sinccrely what he 
liad done and tuming to Him hopetuHy for rcinission. 
A Tratlitinn siiiies : 

Whcn u man tums to God after stn and rcpents 
sinccrcly fnr his foUy it makcs God cven happicr rhan 
.1 ridcr whosc tnciu.n( may havc throMAn him dnwn in 
a vast dcscrt and Hed away with all ihc journey^s 
provisions ladcn un its back, and, when the rtUer may 
have reslgned himsclt to his fate and sat down tinder 
a tree |o wali lor his death, tlie animal may rcturn, 
a]] of a suddeii, wiih thc pmvision.s intact and ihc 
rider inay catch hold of it and blurt our istupidly ) in 
shccr joy. 'O God, Thou, indecd, art niay slave and 
me thy Mastcr’." 

If. atler knowing ihesc verscs and Tradltions, 
somconc stiiJ fails to seek Divinc forg]vcness and 
approbatlon by offenng repeii(Eincc fof his sins 
ihrough Tauba and resolving not to fai[ imo error 
Eigain he, emphatically, is mosi unfortuna[c. 

Many people arc Inclined to takc a mosL com- 
placeni attitude tow^ards Tauba. They say. "We arc 
Isealthy and strong, so wha['s ihe hurry ? We wlll do 
Tauba beiorc dying." Brothcrs, thEs is an e?tLrcmcly 
dangerous dccepiEun which thc Devi| practises on 
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Lis. Deprivcd as hc Eias himscif of Diyinc Mcrcy ancJ 
Bcnefkcnce and earncd ii pern>ancnt abode in the 
Rcll, hc wanis us eiIso to go his way* No one knows 
wiicn ticaih may siriicc. Tluis» wc sbuuld consider 
cYjCry day to be dte last day of oiir liyes and lose no 
timc in bcgging the tdrgiyericss of GoJ if and when 
wc huve becn guilty of an cvil. This, alone, is the 
path of wisdnm. Lt is staicti candidty in the Qurati that 


God iiccepts the rcpctilance o/ 
ihose who h(i €vit igniiraiicc 
ijnd rcpcttt soon o/ierworils; lo 
them wiil Goh ittrn in mcrcy; for 
God is /ttii of kiwwicdge and 
wisdom. Of no cffcci is ihe 
rcpcnioncc ofthosc whc coniintie 
lo do evil, unlii deaih faces onc 
of ihem, and he says, haye 

f rcpnnled indccd i" Ntjr of those 
w/ro die rejccting /hiih -■ for them 
have We prepcired a pttnishmenl 
nitisi grievous. 

fV ■: 


i ^ T I 




V1JI 


Wc shuulLi catch Linic by the forclock and realise 
Ihc va 3 uc or litc That is lefl to us. Wc should not put 
qff Tauba by a momcnt; we rrtust not procrastinate. 
We ought to set Eibout, ai onte, rcfomimg our ways. 
God alone knows whcn dcath is going to mEike its 
cail ijn LLS, and, Lhen. it may bc too iatc . Who can te ll 
whether, al that timc, wc will get tlic opportijiiity to 
offer Tauba or noi 7 
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Brother, we ali have seen peopJe dying Thc 
genera] eKpericnce is thiit a perison dies in tlie same 
sme in wliicli he has led his life. li does not happen 
Ihat a person may have spent all hh daysi in foJIy and 
negligence andi thcn, suddenly repented and Jiirned 
into a saint a day or two bcfore liis dcath. Hence, a 
nian who wants to die in a state of piety, for hhn it 
is necessary to bccome pious in his lifeTime. Then 
alone can be hope to die a.s a good Muiilini, by the 
gracc of God, and tn be raised up with thc faiihfu[ 
and the righteouH In thc Hcreafter. 

If after uffcrfng repentance for a sin a person 
inay bc guilty of thc sanic sin again there is no need 
for hirn to fcel so frListraicd nver it as to lose faith in 
Dmnc Mercjfu]ne.ss. Hc should offer Tauba quickly 
again, and if again he may break ic he should not 
hcsitatc in offering it onte more cven if it be a 
thuusand limes. Whenever he wili repern witli a sin- 
cerc heart it is the promise of God that Hc wi1[ accept 
his rcpentance and forgive him. The Benevolcnue of 
thc Lord* lie His Paradisc, is Iidinitc. 

Words of Tatiha 

Frum the forgoing it would have licen ciear that 
m whatcver words or languagc a person may offer 
Tattba God wi]| listen and accept his penltcnce, But 
ihc holy Prophet has lakt down cenain speciric phrases 
of praycrs in tliis rcgard which he used td rccite 
himsclf. These prayers, sureiy, arc most auspicjous, 
most worthy of His acccpiancc and musi pleasing to 
Him. Wc arc reprDducing some uf these hcre for you 
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(0 lcarn hy hsjart and reclte for seekmg divitK for- 


giveness. 








/ beg iHe^forgiveTiess of ihe Lord J 0 -ve Whom 
tbere Is no God, ihe Uving. the EternaL Unw Him 
do ! tsirn jrenitenL 


Thc Prophel has sriitl, "Whoevcr will.offer 
penilcnce to God and implore His forgiverLCss ihrough 
this Kiilima God will forg3ve him evcn if he has flecl 
from the field of Jchad which is a most mortai sm m 
ihe sight of God." 

AmJ again : '^Whoevcr wtll recite this Kalima 
thricc beiore going to slccp God will forgive his sms 
even ihough they may be as protusc as the toam ot 

the 


. Sometimes the sacred Prophel used lo recite only 
implorc tJtc fargWeness of the LordT li is 
a very briet phrase and wc should try to cuUivaie the 
habit of repcaiing it cvery now and ihen. 


Saiyyid-El-lstigbfar 

It 1s rclatcd that tlie holy Prophct once remarked 
ihat thc follov^ing prayer was Saiy yid.el-lstighfar (the 



^ y ^ r y' 
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O God / Thou art my Lord, There is no God save 
TheE. Thou ari my Creaior and I am Thy slaye. / 
abide by Thy m\ enanl and promisE besi as / can 
/ seek rejuge in Thee/rom ihe mischie/ojwhai I have 
^ToughL / ackno^^ledge 'unio Thee Thy favour which 
Thou hasi beswwed upon me. / aiso confess mine 

mequtty: so forgive me for none forsiveth sins save 
Thee. 

Says th,c Prophet : 

"Ho whcj will offcr repcmancc and beg thc fhr- 
giycness of God reciiing this prayer with fauh and 
sincerity during day-timc thcn if hc dicd on ihat day 
beforc nigJufall. he shall go to Heaven, and hc whn 
Will reciie it at night, with faiUi and sinccrity, and 
Ihen If he died on Ihal night, beforc day-break, he 
snall gn tu Hcayen/' 

Tlic thrce Kahmas of Tauba we have mcntioned 
above Eire qiiite caKy to remcmbcr. 

As a Tmclhion rcads : 

"Bleasccl, indccti, is thc rnan In whose rccurd tlte 
protusion of Tauba Es wrjticn." 


Wtiat Islam Is 7 - 169 


EPILOGUE 

What lias; been istateJ in the twenty ks^nns of 
this small vnlume w i][, Itislia Allah, siiffice fnr anyone 
fnr ihc attainment of Diyine pleasure and paradiscH It 
seenis appropnatc here to gjyo a brld' rcsurne of the 
whole discussion be^orc bringing thc bnok tn a closc. 

Thc firsi principle of Isiarn anJ (hc most essential 
pre-requisito of deliverance and thc attainment of 
paradisc is tbat a man affirms his fait!i 1n the KtiUma 
of Atoi 0. After ihai, hc 
should iry to acquirc knowlcdgc of thc icncis of Isiam 
at Icast as far as it 5s necessary to know them in order 
lo bc a good Miislini. His constant cndcavour should 
bc (0 observe the Islarnic tcachings fahhfuUy and lo 
catry out sincerely the Divine coiinnandmonts rcgard- 
ing thc RiglUs of God as welt as ihe Rights of Man 
and good sncial and moral bchavlour. Whcn therc 
niay occur a lapsc nn his pari in respect of these 
matters he should feel geniilncly stjrry ovcr it and 
repcni tn God aml scek His forgiveness. He shoidd 
rcsoEvc honcstly nnt lo be guilty of ihe transgression 
agaim If hc has transgresscd against a fcilnw bcing 
by vio]aiirig hts rights or Joing iiim any other hamt 
hc should scek hls pardon and rriake aniends foT his 
fauU or niisconduct or pay suitablc compcnsalinn as 
the case may bc. 

In the samc way^ the offort of a Muslim shoidd 
always be ihai thc love of God and of His AposUc 
and IIIs Paiih should be sirnngcr in his hcan ihan 
diat of anyone or anything else in the world. H.e shnuld 
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rcinain steadfaiiL in faith and waver not in thc least 
form thc path of duiy to God and the Prophet whatever 
ihc circumsiances. He should tkha, as a mattcr of duiy, 
lakc somc part or anolher in the preaohing and 
propagation of islarn It is a thing of outstanding 
virtue and nierit and a most special iegacy of the 
Prophets. [n the present LTge* particularly, lis vaiue is 
much grcat/>r than that of ali other supcrcrogatory 
praycrs and forms of worship and when a person 
devotes himscif to it his dcvotion to God^ the Prophet 
and thc Paith also develops and becomes sironger. 

Among the supererogalory prayers, if possible, 
onc shouid deyelop tlte habit of Tahajjud, Tts auspi" 
ciousness is of the very highcsl. 

Onc must always bc on one"s guard against sin. 
spccially againstthc major sins. likc aduitery^ steaiing. 
falsehouc], drink, atid dishoneslly tn ntoneiary affairs. 

Il is advisab!e to do somc Zskr cvery day. In 
casc iL may not be possible to sparc morc time for it 
one shuuld recite at lcasl Kalima-i-Tamjid^ 

Or only and lstighfar^ and 

Durood Sharif a hundrcd timcs each, morning and 
evening. 

Timc should also bc sel aside far the daiiy rcading 
of LheQuran. It shuuld be done with duerEligious rcspcct 
and reverence. Afier cvcry obiigatory Numaz and at 
bedtimc thc Tasbeeh-i-Fatima ^ may also be rccited. 


i'^^1 q3a> ij I AJ 1J OliEW 
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For ihose who aspire for morc ihc advice is tt) 
sock guidtmce: from a, spiritual nicntor who may bc 
woilliy of it. The lastthtng to bc said in this connection 
is that the company of true, pious and exaitcd dcvotces 
of God iind attachnicni and t]evoiiori lo thcni is tlic 
vcry elixir of rcligious artd spiritual cxistencc* If ihis 
can fall to thc Iqt of aoyone all the rest will follow 
automatically. 


1. 


2 . 

3 . 


0 f onJy 

Dt(rOod’i'lbrahanii or a brLcf ojit like 




33 ilmes. 33- tinies^Tjai i 34 ttmcs 
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APPENDIX 

(!) 

Porty Prayers From The Quran 
And The Tradltions 

Bclow wc give a scJection cjf f(jrty prayera trom 
tlie Quran and Lhe Tradiiions as indicated in Lesson 
XV[1. 


(t) 


^ Lfa yLl>i^^ 

h j J ^ f j"' i -'■ t ' J- 


Praise i^e fo Goii. Lord of ihe Worlds, iLe Cnnipas- 
sionaie, ihe Mercifui. Omter ofihe Day of Jnd^emeni. Thee 
(ilotie do H'e H-orship, /snd io Thee aione do we be^ for he!p. 
Show us ihe siraighi poih ; ihe paih of (hose whom Tiiou 
liusi famured: npi ihe poih {o/ihose) w/i*? eorti Thtne un,^^r, 
tior of ihose wko ^o asiray. A»if?) / 


(2) ^ 

1' 3 j 'uLit (3 Lji 1 Uuj 

Our Lorii ! Gire us good In this worid ond good in 
ihe Herefifler, and defend us fr(m fhe Kjrmeni of ihe Fire. 


(3) 


V t ox j i> i ti^u; 

Our Lord / We have, indeed, be!ieved : foT^^ive us, 
Iken. our sins, and sa.ve its from ihe agony of ihe Fire. 
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(4) 

5 oj J ij 'CiiP^l 5 Ll^j 

I ^ fc lJJAIi' T 1 yijr 


O Z,f?rd' / /■'ir7r^/V4? wj oitr stns dtjti £itiyfhing may 
hm'e d&ne thas transgressed our dsssy : Ĕssablrrh assr jeei 
prmiy, nnd heip us agasrsst fhs's peopie thm resisseih /aish. 




(5) 

^ i ^ ^ J> ^ f ^ ^ tr^ ^ ^ ej ^ 


Owr Lord f We have heard She asii t>f one cailing sss 
SG Vaifh, *'Betie.ve ye in fhĔj,i?rd“, and we hm'e beisered. 
Ostr Lord t fbrgive sss our sins, hioi oui from sts' oisr 
inedssssies, atid rake to Thysel/osit souls in she company of 
She rsghterous, OurLord f grans sis whar Thou dsdst promise 
s/tttSo Sis through Thine Aposrle, and jcve us from shome ori 


She Doy o/JudgemetsS i for Thou never hrenkest promise. 


(fi) 


''5 'i ^ I ■* d ^ P ^ 

js-To^ j ^ j 

• •■ jr >■ ^ , 


Our Lord! We hiive wronged oursosits; ijThois forgsve 
ss.K nor omt tessow pa{ oii Thy mercy shaSS certasniY 
he ioss. 


0} 
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Our Lord f Make mj not a iriai for Ihose who praclise 
oppressioii and deli^eer us by Thy mcrey from those who 
rejecl Thee. 


( 8 ) 


1 j Q jji 5i 1 ^ 




s. i e. 


Crealor of ihe hea^ens and ihe earth ! Thou art my 
Protector jji this and the Hereaffer. Take Thau my 

soui at death as ane stihmUliiig fo Thy Wiii {as a MusUm}, 
atid unite us with the righieous. 




.rt .P _ 


O my Lord * Make me one who estabiishes regiilar 
prayer, aad aiso ratse among my ojf-spring. O ottr Lard, 
aiid accept Tiiou my prayer. O oar Lord ! cover 
Thy forgiveness-me, my parents and ali BeUevers, an the 
Liay ihut the Reckoning wifi he estnhlishe.d. 


( 10 ) 




My Lord f Bestow on'my parents Thy merq^ fii.'efi as 
thcy cherished me in my chtldhood. 




01} 

^ ^ ^ V 


0 my Lord ! Advance me tn my knowledge. 
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{ 12 } 

my / Gr£i?j/ r/n3M/or^/vfnfjj.ffnd wicrcy / /' tjr 
ari ihe Best of those vf/i£i ir/ri 3 >v' mercy f 


(13) 


0 my / Granj mc ^/rc^ / may he gratefiiifor Thy 
favour kv/rtc/? Thou host besio-wed upon me, ond upoji Poth 
my parenis, and ! msy ^vork ri^hteousness such as Thou 
mttyst approve; and he gracious to me in my issue. 7>n/y 
have l iurned to Thee and mily do f baw to Thee iti iskim^ 

Oiir Lord f Forgive and our brethren came 
before i?j the Faith, and !eave noit tn our hearts, 
rancour (or sense of (rj;ury/ againsi those who have 
beiieyed. Oar Lord ! Thou art, indeeiL fun of kindness, 
Most MercipuL 

^ Usi JL^ T 

Our i.ord / ?eTfect {jur Light for wj artd grant us 
fors(ivencss t for Thou hast pawer over aii thlngs. 


.d j 7 
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O Tnou Uvins. Eiemal One / Uiuo Thy Mercy do I 
{ippeaL 



O God f Sel arish! f^i!h ^iiich is she sa/eguani 
o/aii W!,y affhirs; set arighi my worid '^yiiercin is my ^rv[n^, 
set urishi my Hercafser whereso / have so return, Lei itje 
(je uniij mt ti soitrce of advonce in cvery ktnd of ri^iueaits- 
ncsi, tind iet deaih he io me a rclease Jrom every kind of 
eviL 


{IS) 

O God ! / t>£g of Thee forsiveness and peace in (hss 
worid ond ihe nexh 


(19) 




O God ! / heg of Thee suidonce ond modcsiy and 
ns^hieausness and frcedom from wani. 
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( 20 ) 


0 God ! I be^ Qf Thee stiitenetnce thai is ciean, 
kntywledge ihai is usefttit ond condttct tha{ is accepiabte lo 
Thee^ 


:2i) 


\ j I 


A'J^\Up\i^\ 


O God f Open dte doors of Thy Mercy for tts and 
tnake eusy /or us t!ie doors u/ sustencince. 



O God f Lei Thy iawfu{ susicnartce suf/ice fbr me 
agaipsi iiiitawpi! stisteiiiiiice. and lei me be. by Thy Grace, 
dtpendeni on no one besidss Thee. 




0 God f Lci my good fonune lo dn things that 
are pieasing lo Thee and makc fhe Herea/ier beiier for me 
ihan (hh worid. 




(24) 


0 God ' Guidi': mc la ihe right paih, w the paih of 
iruth and picty, aiui save me frufn ihe mischief uf my iJsv 7 ! 
sel/ 
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(25) 



0 Ctod / Heip me in Thy rim^mbrance and in being 
thQnkfui io Thee ntid in goad worship. 


(26) 



0 Thou. H'/J0 controiieih ihe heart:^ / Keep my heari 
sieiidfasi in Thy Taiihr 


ai) 



3 * r* * I 



0 God ' CrciJsi me ihisi f {ive as a ^>ltislim arid 
die as a MnsHttt. 


(28) 


^ h ^ 


3 V 'i - - fl ^ > 




0 God ' i bei^ ajThee 77iy ioye nnd iht h)ve of him 
H'/jf> loveih Thee and ihe conducs shm wiU enahie me Us 
aiiuin Thy iove. () God f iei Thy iwe bt dearer to me thon 
niysei/, njy \>VL'afih, miiie honsehoid nnd ^eeier ihtu is coid. 
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(29) 

0 GcJd / Cwve.r w!7/i TJty A/ercy ontf /rcmr 


( 30 ) 


Jj (4 JLS f 

O C<Jtf / Ri^adln^} s^h&nleei begin fo 

(31) 

O GotJ -' ./«<£;,(? me ienieniiy on tha Day ofJttdgemenfr 






(32) 

^ C/ 1 ■^J' 

^I.'- ^ 1 .f«. ■!■■ ^ ^ V 

0 r;t)t/ ,' /■V.ir^fvtf frt(7 m>' sitis tm Doy of Re^jnnalr 

(33) 

t &A f 

O Gnd ! i)Vjve me /rom Thy Chasissemejii on fhe Doy 
Thoit ^viii .raise up Thy sitseĕir 


(3 


Jr^ jA du^-j j y > 6r* 1 iAi t 

O God! Thyprgiveness fj shan mine ine/jniries 
{ind / hcive besrer hope in ihy Mercy fhon in my ccmduci, 
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(35) 




0 Go(i i ! iypg of T!tee Thy ,^ood plea^ure (Jtiti t!w 
Giirden (t\e,, ParadiseK / alm beg ofThee io spttre me onl 
f5/nj y !\dercy ihe pHnishmen! of Fire. 

(36) 

^ I j ki^ ^ 

h 4.^*11 

0 God ! i refuge in Thy gotyd pieosnre from Tity 
{iispteosnre, ortd Tliy forgireness from Thy relribndon: and 
! seck rcf»ge: in Thec Jrom Thee. Unahie om ! lo reckon 
Thy Traisc n-hich r^ Thine. Thon orl, indeed, as Thtyii hnsl 
f!est. rihci! Thyseif 


Ci. . j ■*'•<■ 4 .,... ^ yt-ii 


(37) 


0 Gad f Torgire me. he kind lo me, have mcrcy on 
me. ^eriiy Thoit ort Most Kind. M(?si Mercifiii. 

BK) 

'■ jr- ^ ^ ^ ' 

j, y > ^ 

' -IL = /. J5 ^ i -d ".j ' ^Sl -- P' 

S ii I 3 si 2niy«-\j ^jsl > 1 ^ -iAl^j. I 

^ y d/ ^ ^ 
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Q God / Thou ori my Lord, There no God jcrvf 
Thee. Thou htisf creatodme and f am thy siave. Andl abide 
by THy Covena7it and Promise as besi as / / seek refitf*e 

in Titee Jtom fbe mischie/ of whai / wron^hL i ac- 
koowiedge utuo Thee Thyfavosir whscH Thon bast beSiOwed 
upon me. / confess also my meqiiily ; so, forgive me for 
tione forgive!h sins $five Thee. 


09 } 

I ij^ f/t L> 

__j1 J 

j > V— 

1 'CjL*..! Ij LiJ!7^ ^ 


* 


O God f / seek refsige in Thee from tke mischie/ of 
my ears, and ykom the mischief af my eyes, atid from the 
mischief of my tansue, and frdm the mischief of my heort. 
aiid from the msschie/ of my carmi desires, ond / seek 
refttge jrj. Thee ^rom fhc pursishment of Heil, csnd from the 
pusiishment rt/ she ^rai.-€. otsd fs'om she colismity of Dajjal. 
atid / seek refuge in Thee from ihe triais and ternpmions 
of iife and deaih. 





0 God ! / he^ r>/ Thee aJl the good ihings that 
(Propheil Mohammad (Peace be upon him^ heid bcgged of 
Thee, and / jce-itr Thy repige from aii ihe evii,s from whs’ch 
(Prophei.} Mohummad (Peace he upon hsm) had sought 
refuge in Thee, 
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y -y ^ ^ ^ ^ J. ^ Jl t I ^-■^■' '■ij 


O Aff£ift / A^asnify Mo/rontmad isml his: po^tenty «nrJ 
/oJhiven‘ mr nmi liasi magm/ieiJAiireJlinm amJ his posteriry 
JoUowerj:; vrriiy, Tfion arf tfie Prt/iset^i-oriky, il/eMaJes- 
tlc. O Ath/r I /jless Moltanimad attel Jiis pasieriry and 
foiioivff rs as 7'lion has/ Uiest Af/raftam ami /lis pasierity a/h 
/oliowers; venly, Tfioit art the Praiseworihyj ihe Majestic. 
O Aliah / send hhn down on ihe Duy of;ltidseme/if imo sire 
piace oj speciai ttearness u/tso Thee and eie^isle him to 
piaces of hommr and intercrssion and gran/ iuni tStai pioce 
of choscesSfayour and worshsttess 'tv?rff Thou itastpromissd 
for hsm, and btess /ts wish his imercession on the Day of 
Pccotnpense : for 7fE«M neyer breakesr Thy promise^ 
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APPENDIX 


(II) 

Prayers For Pa/ticular Occasions 

Matiy prayers for apcclfit: (jccaslons have also 
been uughi to us by thc holy Prophci. We are 
Tcprnducing some 0 ^ theni lierc ihLii arc casy lo lcam 
aud cEtn be ruadc usc of by us in our daily Iife. They 
shouUi bc lcarnt by hcart and recited habitually ai 
njoinents for which thcy are indicated. 


U A1 Day-break 

O God f wifh Thy heip do we emer upon the moming, 
(ind wiih Thy hetp do wi' eiiier upon ihe erenins : wu/j Thy 
fu:fp do we ond with Thy help do we die : and unto 
Thee shaK be ihe Resurrection. 


2* When ev 0 ning sets m 


jt f, ^ i 


^ \ 9l 3 


‘•l ^ 


u God f Wiih Thy^help do we enier upon ihe everting 
£ind wiSh Thy heip do we enier upan ihe morning : u'(7ft 
Thy heip drrwe iive and wish Thy heip do we die : and unso 
Thee ^haii be fhe Re^nrrecsion. 

la»-' jr r' J ,-C -y/S.* r" ,1 ^ * 
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3. On retirlng to bed 

0 Ood I in Thy niim^ do we iive and die. 


j di 1; t 


4. On rising up in the morning 



Prais^ be lo God yvho ressored ns unto ii/e^ hoying 
eoMsed W dle, ond ntifo Him sholl be she Resarrectiam 

5» Before entering the lavatory 



O Ciod ! / seek re/uge in Thee /rom ihe wicked devUs, 
bofh mcile and/emoie. 


6. On coming oui of the lavatory 

Ptoisc bc to God who ttris^ved oie o//oects cind ^cive 
heaUh. 

7> While performjng the WaTEU 

- ^ jj 5 \ 1 

C? God ! /or^ive o\e tny sins, hiess my honsehold ond 
granr httspidousness and prosperiiy lo my susienance. 

8^ When thc Wa^u is rinished 

O* > OV*. i -d3 jd 
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i bear wisnasn shiiS shere is nos $xceps One ffe 
is aione : He hosh sw ptirWer, And / bear wisness Shin- 


Mohammad is His and His Messen^er. O Goxl! moke 
meomotsg skose rhos repens and among those shos rematn 


, 9, On cnLering ttie mosque 




0 Lord / foT^ive me my sim ond open ttmo me sfie 
gases ofThy Mercy\ 


10. On toming out of ihe mo,^ue 




0 Lord ! for^n'e me my sins and opeti nnso me the 
doors ofThy Honitty. 

11. ReFnre commencing tu cat 

<j<X>T lS^ 

mi' ^ ^ ^ ^ 

in the swme of Qod. ond upon she bSf.sssn%s of she 

Lord. 


12. Al the end of a meai 

Praise be So God wiw fed us and gtivf us drink and 
raised us up as MusStms. 





13. VVhen dinmg at snmeone^s place 
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O God ! feĔil him wh& f<^d us and ^ive him drink ^. 7^0 
KJ to drink. 


14. When riding a heast nf burden or a carriage 



Giory be lo Him \vho hath suhjugoied It to thott^h 
^vc weTĔ tiiiahie to subdiis tt. Behoidt i^e ure ussttredl^t to 
return unto the ford. 


15. When setting fi>rlh on a journey 

y y*- ^ ^ ^ i^ "■ 


O God 1 make this josimey of ostrs easy for tis ond 
roH ap for tts she distance thereof 0 God I Thost Lrt ostr 
Comporsson sn she jonrnEy aiid fhe Caretaker of our 
hoitsehoids %i'hen are away. 0 God / / seek refu^e in 
Thce from the toii of ihe jostrtiey ond from behoiding a sad 
ss^ht and a had reverse in. my [ortunes and on my retstrn. 


16. On reiuriiing home from a journcy 






^Ve renirti nnto God, penitents. odorers ond worship- 
pers ofihtt i.ord. 
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17. Wh«n bldding farevvell to anynne 

■ j- 

ijj Ui i ^' j ^ 

j" *'■ 

/ place thee in fhe harnis of God, and fhy things ihat 
iieed pro^ectioa and the tud of Thy deeds. 

18. On seeing anyone in distress 


Praise he to Lord who sared me from ihalfrom which 
lie harh ajpicred ihei, and madc me tyeiier than of His 
creatares ipurety o\if vf His Mercy. / claim no credii for 
hf 


19. On eniering a tnnn 




O God / hiess fhis for us and maht it for us 
auspidoitSr 


20. Wlien rising from ii company 


■.t / V •r' ^ 




0 God ' Giory he fi) Thee, / cdehrate Thy praises : 
There k na Lard save Thee. / he^ Thy fardveness ond / 
repent. 


